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PREFACE. 
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THE great principle of chriftian liberty 
allows to others the lame right of interpret- 
ing the fcriptures^ and of making profefTion of 
our judgment of them before the world, 
which each aflumes to himfelf j and this 
liberty is the corner-ftone and bulwark of 
^he proteftant reformation. It is to the 
negle<9: of this , principle in fome churches, 
and the renunciation of it in others, that we 
muft afcribe the exigence of all the bigotry 
and intolerance which have difgraced the 
annals of chriftianity and proteftantifm. To 
the iame fruitful fource we muft impute all 
the corruptions of the chriftian dodr ine, which 

have 
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have prevailed, or which continue to prevail, in 
the chriftian world : for, upon the exercife of 
this liberty depends the proper vindication and 
more general reception of the leading truths of 
J //yi.t>f^ ^the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and the fimplJ^ity of 
^—^ur profcffion of belief in revealed religion. 

The civil liberty of our country is apparent 
in the conftitutional principles of its govern- 
ment, And> fubjed: to a fubftantial reform 
in every branch in which it has departed 
from them in praftice, and in every cafe in 
which time has changed circamftances, it is 
deferving of the hearty fupport of the chrif- 
tian preacher. 

The writer of thefe volumes trafts that 
every honed endeavour he may make to pro- 
mote the caufe of religion, liberty, and 
virtue will be favourably received by thofe 
with whom he is conne£ted by general 
fimilarity of fentiment, and to whom he is 
perfonally attached by many kindneffes^ And^ 
if he Hiall meet with the fame candour on 
the prefent occafion, which he has hitherto 

experienced 
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experienced from his many refpeded friends, 
who entertain different opinions upon the 
fubje(fts difcufTed in thefe pages, he fhall 
have no reafon to fear their judgment. 

Eight of the fermons in the firft volume 
were printed very foon after they were 
preached.* They were originally publiftied 
at the requefl of fome perfons who heard 
them, and are corrected in the prefent edi- 
tion. 

It only remains for the author to acknow- 
ledge his obligation to two greatly efteemed 
friends for their kind revifion of his papers. 
He forbears to recite their names from motives 
of delicacy, but he (hall record their friend- 
Ihip where he believes they wifli him to 
depofit it. 




March 25, 1793* 



♦ Th€ firft in 1777 5 . the third 1773 ; the fourth 
1781 ; the fifth 1782; the fixth and feventh in 1791s 
the eighth and tenth in 179a. 
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** There are not wanting, however, (bm« smoBgft us» who are 
" for ihortening thefe refearehes into truth $ and tell us, it i» . 
" enough without any thing farther, if we only know» that fuch 
** a thin^ is written : in which opinion, it may be worth while 
** to oblervc, they feem to diStr a good deal from St. Philip ; 
** who, upon feeing a perfon with a bible in his hand, was not 
" content with merely afltin|r him, what he faw written th«re i 
** but made this farther inquinr, < U«deriband«sft thou what thou 
readeft ?* And how this buunels of underlbindlng is to be ac- 
compliflied, without the a£t of reafbning, without inquiring 
** by whom any thing was written $ on whs^t occafion ^ with 
** what probable defign f how it screes with other parts of 
*< (cripture $ and pofiibly alfb, hew.confonant it is to our own 
^ notions of God, and the relation we ftand in to him, is, t 
" own, appoint far above my comprehenfion« One WQttld not 
*' fuppofey that thefe inen thought icripture falie ; but mrely 
** they talk as if they did : For what harm can inquiries about 
^ it cIo, if it be true ? It is the nature of all tnit^ to love the 
light } ef error to av^d it. The one ac^ires htii charms 
by being more clearly ieen $ and tKe ugline& of the other can 
no otherwife be fully dete^ed, than oy being bfx>U|^ht into 
" public view. They would do well to t^ us, be^c^ t^iey 
*< take the ufe of our realbn away, what difference there is be- 
^ tween a falfe religion, and a true one falfely.underftood." 
A new eftimate of manners and principles, printed at 
Cambridge, 1760. Part II. Chap. io« 
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TO 
THE REVEREND THE CLERGY 

OF THE 
ARCHDEACONRV OF LINCOLN. 

REVEREND BRETHR&rri^ 

The following difcourfe is ofered to 
your favourable . acceptance from the prefs, 
ih teftimony of the preacher's refpedl for the 
tAtrgf of a diilri^t^ among whom he is happy 
to number himfelf. Its contents are a few 
plain and undifguifed thoughts on a fubjedt 
of the greateft importance to hitofelf, and, 
m his opinion » to all who, like himfelf, have 
undei^taken the office of difpenfing the word 
of God to a chriftian and proteftant people. 

It is the fubftance of a plea for a further 
reformation in the eftablifhcd church of 
Sngland, in thofe inflances more efpecially, 
where reftraints feem to be laid upon the 

A 2 exercife 
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** There are not wanting, liowever, (bmtf smoBgft us» who arc 
<* for ihortening thefe refearehes into truth $ and tell us, it is 
" enough without any tnin^ farther, if we only know^ that fuch 
*' a thing is written : in which opinion, it may be worth while 
*< to oblervc, they (etm to dtStr a good deal from St. Philip ; 
" who, upon feeing a perfon with a bible in his hands was not 
<' content with merely aflsin|^ him, what he (aw written there i 
** but made this farther inquinr« < Uaderibuideftthoa what thou 
" readeft ?* And how this buunels of underftanding is to be ac- 
** complifhed, without the a£t of rea(bning« without inquiring 
^ by whom anv thing was written i on whs^t occafion ^ with 
** what probable defign f how it agrees with other parts of 
«< fcripture $ and poifibly alio, bew.confonant it is to our own 
^* notions of God, and the relation we ftand in to him, is, t 
** own, a foiot far a;b^e my comprehenfion« One wqtild not 
*' fuppofey that thefe inen thought {cri]^ure falie ; but mrely 
** they talk as if they did : For what harm can inquiries about 
^ it cIo, if it be true ? It is the nature of all truth to love the 
<< light f ef error to aroid it. The one aci|ui^es freii charms 
by being more clearly feen $ and tKe ugline& of the other can 
no otherwife be fully dete^ed, than by being bfx>U|^ht inta 
public view. They would do well to tell us, before they 
*< take the ufe of our reafon away, what difference there is be- 
^ tween a Btlfe religion, and a true one falfely.underftood.*' 
A new eftimate of manners and principles, printed at 
Cambridge, 1760. Part II. Chap.io« 
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T O 
THE REVEREND THE CLERGV 

OF THE 
ARCHDEACONRV OF LINCOLN. 

V 

R:EV£REN0 BRETtiR&rri^ 

tut, following difcourfe is ofered to 
j^ur favourable . acceptance from the prefs, 
ih teftimony of the preacher's refpedl for the 
ckrgy of a diilri£t> among whom he is happy 
to number himfelf. Its contents are a few 
plain and undifguifed thoughts on a fubjedt 
of the greateft importance to hitofelf, and, 
iii his opinion » to all who, like himfelf, have 
undei^taken the office of difpenfing the word 
of G<>d to a chriftian and proteftant people. 

It is the fubftance of a plea for a further 
reformation in the eftablifhcd church of 
England, in thoie in fiances more efpecially, 
where reftraints feem to be laid upon the 

A 2 exercife 
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exercife of our common rights as chriftiajis^ 
and proteftants ; reftraints, which are by nO' 
means confident (at Teaft in the preacher's: 
opinion) with the principles on which the 
proteftant reformation arofe, and on which 
only it can be juftified. 

Nor can he poffibly perfuade himfelf that 
there is one among you, his refpeftable 
brethren of the clergy, who will not fo far 
agree with hinj as to acknowledge, that not 
only the free enjoyment of his liberty, but 
the full exercife of his fundtionv according 
to his own perfuafion, are privileges which 
no minifter of God's word can give up in 
compliment to any man, or any body of 
men, while he values himfelf on the prin- 
ciples, as well as the profeffion, of the pro* 
teftant religion. 

And being thus perfuaded of you, he 
hopesr he (liall be readily excufed for holding 
forth the fubjedl in this general view, upon 
the confideration, that while he is afferting 
this liberty to himfelf, and thofe who are 
like-minded, he is likewife pleading that the 
fame privilege may be fecured to thofe from 
whom it is perhaps hi^ misfortune to differ 

in 
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HI matters of Icfs importance to the common 
caufe. 

The commfon principle (acknowledged 
even by the authority that lays upon us the 
reftraints above-tnentioned) is, that the fcrip- 
tares are our only rule of faith and praQice, 
which have not only the fandion of Chrift 
and his apoftles as a divine revelation, ma- 
jeftic indeed, and awful in the circumftances 
of its promulgation, but at the fame time 
accommodated in its contents to dh^ under- 
fbmdings, the wants, and dearefl: interefts of 
mankind, even of thefe of the meaneft ca- 
pacity. 

But what the clearnefs of evidence com- 
pels men to confefs, with refpedl to the 
general tenor of what is propofed to them, 
their prejudices, and fome <:ircum(}ances of 
their prefent iituation, prevail with them too 
often to overlook in their praftice, and fome- 
times to form nrifconceptions, both of the 
nature and end of the chriftian difpenfation, 
and, by confequence, of the means by which 
its blefled author intended it fhould be pro- 
pagated. 

A 3 Obvious 
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Obvious as this obfervatioi>;night be* few 
perhaps have been ftruck with it in former 
times ; nor has it been^ 'till of Ij^te, hid be-- 
fore the world with fufficient freedom» Mrhat 
pernicious tendency the deference p^d to 
hun^an authority in matters of religioo> hM 
had towards defacing the beauty, an^ co^r-^ 
rupting the purity of that gracious plan of 
falvation by which all the fan^ili^s of thci 
earth were intended to bp bleHed. 

It is no argument againft the importafx:^ 
of the remondrances made on this head* that 
they have been treated, with neglcifti not to 
fay contemptuous and malevolent oppoiition* 
The preacher has been long convinced that 
they fliould never he laid afide, 'till they have 
produced fome good efFe<% ; andj under this 
conviction, whenever he ihall be called upon 
to bear his teftimony in the caufe of chrif-» 
tian liberty, he (hall think it his duty that it 
fhould be made as public as may be ; and he 
hopes he fhaU need no other apology for 
communicating the fentiments delivered in 
the following difcourfe by the means of the 
prefs. He was called upon, (according to 

the 
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the cui^m of the jurifdklion^) to preach be« 
fore bis brethren on a public occafloni and 
he kiYows bat of one individual, among Kifi 
hearers^ who affected to ha^e forgotten the 
fiibjedt of the controvcrfy. The writer fcru* 
plea not to declare, that his conviAions have 
not been unattended with fdcrifices of worldly 
iotereft and profit. Herein, however, he 
makes not his boaft, but oi¥ers this circum** 
ftance only as an evidence of his earned de? 
fire to profefs and preach Chrifl: in all fin- 
cerity and truth ; and wherever that appears, 
the icofiB and fneers of bigotted and jealous 
malevolence will have no other eflfcft with 
ferious and confiderate men, than to produce 
a deteftation of the profligacy of that fpirit, 
which can treat a fubjcft of the firft import- 
ance to religion with {o indecent a levity. 

If it ihould be faid, or fuggefted, by any 
one, that after the late agitation of the quef« 
tion in public controverfy, and a folemn ap- 
peal to the leglilature, the fubjeft had lain 
dormant, and ihould not be revived without 
good reaibn ; be that good reafon, the great 
importance of it. To fay that the policy of 

A 4 the 
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the times makes fuch revival unfeafonablej^ 
would be faying, that there are ifeafbns whei| 
the advanceipent of the kingdom of Chrifl 
ihould be poflponed to the interefts of th« 
kingdoms of this world. If the fubje<3: 
Should be thought to be exhaufted, the anfwer 
^s, that 'till the relief folicited is granted, the 
fubjedt can never be exhaufted> efpecially as 
it is fo well known that oppreflions and im- 
portions of all kinds grow flill more grievou§ 
by repetition and continuance, and this, 
fome certain appearances give us apprehea- 
iions, may be unhappily the cafe in this, as 
it has been in other inftances. 

It becomes us, however, to form better 
}>opes of thofe from whom only relief is to 
be had ; but whatever niay be the event, the 
preacher pledges himfelf, never to with-hold 
his mite towards the acconipli(bment of what 
is fo devoutly to be vrifhed by all hqneft and 
confcientious nien. And though * after the 
* way which fome call herefy, he may wor- 
^ Ihip the God of his fathers,* he is only 
^nfwcrable to almighty God for his feith, 
and truft? that none of his errors will b^ 

foun4 
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f0un4 to be taken up without examination^ 
or maintained without convl£lion. And for 
the reft» it may fufiice if he declares his full 
belief in the revelation of Jefue^ and in the 
catholic principle of unlimited charity :*^ 
wiihing to fhew himf^lf^ 

Gentlemen^ 

on all occafionSj 

your brother and feVvant in Chrift, 

lOHM DISNEY. 

J«nc St, i777^ 
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SERMON I. 



THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 



ROMANS Xir. £. 

LET £V£RV MAN BE FULLY PERSUADBD IK NI8 ' 

OWN MIKP. 

We here read the great apoftolic rule ot 
diredtion of candor and charity in our fen* 
timents ; and the foundation of mutual 
meeknefs and moderation towards each othcr» 
in refpe<9: of the differences and difagree* 
ments in our religious opinions^ which is 
thus introduced, '^ Him that is weak in 
the faith receive, but not to doubtful dif- 
putations. For one beiieveth that he 
may cat all things : another who is weak, 
eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth, 
defpife him that eateth not : and let not 
him whiph «at«th not, judge him that 

** eateth : 
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*^ cateth : for God hath received him/' * 
Again, ** one man efteemeth oae day above 
** another; another efteemeth every day 
'* alike/* And the apoftle then adds, with 
a dignity and decifive emphafis, '^ Let every 
** man be fully perfuaded in his own mind/* 

There have not, however, been wanting, 
amidft the variety of interpreters, fome who 
have induftriouily labour^ to prove that this 
perfuafion was intended to be confined to 
things called indifferent. But it may be 
remarked, once for all, that where there is 
a law, trangreflion cannot be indifferent, 
even in things not otherwife material ; no 
fuch limitation appears upon the face of the 
apoftle*s reafoning, or is fairly deducible 
from it, nor could it be made confiftcnt with 
any part of his writings. 

And in behalf of the free exercife of our 
own judgment, formed in confequence of 
fuch perfuafion, the apoftle Paul writes, 
" Who art thou that judgeft another's fer- 
*' vant? to his own mafter he ftandeth or 
*' falleth/' and that we may have further 
i^onfidence in fuch' our liberty and our duty, 

he 

* Rom* xiv. I — 3. 
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he goes on to fay, ** Yea, he fhall be hoi den 
** up : for God is able to make him ftand/'* 
Nor does he omit afFedlionately to caution 
and exhort us ** not to put a ftumbling-* 
" block, or an pccafion to fall in our bro« 
" ther's wayi^'^f and this with a view, a^ 
is moft probable, to the declaration of 
Chrift, that' *• it muft needs be that offences 
** come : but wo to that man by whom the 
** offence cometh/'J 

In the account which Paul gives the Athe- 
nians of his own converfion, and in his 
fpeech before Agrippa, he prefaces the hif- 
tory with the ingenuous avowal of his having 
been of the fedl of the Pharifees; || he re- 
cites his having perfecuted the chriftians ; 
and even § confeflcs the fhare he had in 
the murder of Stephen. ** And thefc, 
when before Agrippa, he very juftly reckons 
among thbfe things which he did ** contrary 
" to the name of Jefus of Nazareth.'^f -f- So 
far the general dircftion in my text is ap- 
proved 

« Rom. XIV. 4. § Ads xxii. 4. xxvi. 10. 

t ^ xiv. 13. «* xxii. 20. 

X Matt, xviii. 7. tt-— xxvi. 9. 
I AAs xxiii. 6. xxvi. 5. 
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proved by the apoftki's donfcflion in regard 

to hk owik conduCk. For, as pcrfecutioii 

implies cottxpnlfiotif £o perfuafion implied 

previous exammatiofii and the voluntary u€t 

of the mind. Nor (bould k be unobferved 

that p^fuafion in all cafes precedes willing 

obedience^ and^ therefore, belongs to the man 

himielf j forbearance of judgment is the 

duty of others. 

As fellow-difciplcs and followers of our 

common mailer, we have many obligations 

to mutual indulgence and charity. But the 

apoftle Paul, in the paflage before us, ex<«- 

tends his e^^hbrtation to a tolerating fpirit 

towards the gentile, as well as the jewtih' 

converts i or, to ipeak in a language adapted 

to our own day, and to bring the divine 

precept Into a fuitable application to our own 

cafes,^ candor and charity, meeknefs and 

moderation, to which his precept evidently 

has efpccial refpcd:, are to be extended to 

all the huiAan race^ whether they rejed thtf 

glad«- tidings of our meffiahy or receiving 

them, ihould in fome degree corrupt the 

word of God« ^^ and make it of none effe^» 

" through their tradition."* 

An 

* Mark vii. i^. 
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An exhortation in tht written word of th« 
Infallible God will never be found incon- 
fiftent With itfelf, or contradiftory to any of 
the component parts, or the general principle 
of the whole ; and^ if of moral obligation, 
Will never be found limited or partial in iti 
ejctclit. 

Now, when we cotifider this exhortation 
before us, ♦* let every man be fully perfuaded 
** in his own mind," as it refpcds an indc** 
pendent individual, we muft ncceflarily pre- 
fiippofe the duty of fair and full inquiry^ 
whether things are fo or no. And when wn 
find fuch individual^ a member of a chrif* 
tian fociety, vn muft take in the reciprocal 
duty of the rulers of the people^ whether 
the heltti of government is guided by one or 
by many, by the civil magiftrate, or a fo- 
vereigrt ptinf iff. 

It has, however, been the unhappy fate of 
thriftiarlity, under its feveral modes of public 
tcaehirig and profcffing, to be reftraifted in 
its progreft and cramped in its benevolent 
operations upon the human mind. From 
,Ae chd of the third to the fifteenth century 
of the chriftian tera, the gofpcl of the bleffed 

Jefus 



0- .-^ 
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of that '* faith which was onceideliveired to 
*' the iaints"* to be filenccd and conviaced i 
It will bfi of little avail to.objed: to tbt ad-^ 
ditiona to the fcriptui?es, and the requifitioii 
of implicit faith in the decifions of the lioly 
iee» when, it may be replied to the ohjedtor^. 
that by impofibg interpretations and coficeiti 
Dfhumia& device, and eflabHfhing conient ti» 
thefe, as theiterms of admiffion to our ibI- 
niftry, we do the fame thing under another 
name^» .,The fuppofed truth orfaUphoo4 

.of 

♦ JtiJe 3. 

+ With as great truth as wit, it has been otferved by 
that excellent prelate, bifhop Benjamin Hoadly, in hi$ 
dedication to Pope Clement XI. prefixed to Sir R. Steele^s 
Account of the flate of the roman catholic religion 
(vol. i. p. 535, of the bifhop's works in folio) ** Tliat 
^^ you cannot err in any thing you determine^ and wc 
** never do : that is, in other words, that you are infal- 
^* Hble, and we always in the rights We cannot but 
^^ eileem the advantage to be exceedingly on our fide, in 
" this cafe, becaiife we have all the benefits of infallibility, 
*' without the abfiirdity of pretending to it ; and without 
^^ the uneafy tafk of maintaining a point fo (hocking to the 
" underftahding of mankind. And you muft pardon us, 
*' if we cannot help thinking it to be as great and as 
** glorious a privilege in us, to be always in the right, with- 
** out the pretence to infallibility, as it can be in you to be 

** always 
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of thefe impofitions arc no way concerned in 
the queftion, for that authority which hath 
power to impofe^ will aflume alfo the right 
to interpret. 

If in abatement of the force of this argu^ 
oient, it fhould be infiflcdy in behalf of ovrr 
ehoreh, that fach imposition is confined to 
the clergy, we hjtve returned upon us the 
abfurdity of compelling the clergy to preach, 
what we confider the people under no obit* 
gation to bdieve. How aptly then would 
the clofe of Paul's reafening in proof of the 
important dodrine of the refurredtion of 
Chrift be applied to our jbame and confufion, 
for might not our advejrfary i&y, ** Then h 
^' your preaching vain, and then is their faith 

•* alfo vain ?"* 

B 2 It 

^^ alw»3E8 in the wroiDg with it/' This ob&rvation of 
hUhop Hoadly's is noticed by the venerable and learned Dtm 
Koberdbn (formerly reftor and vicar of RaviUy, in the 
diocefe of Lei^in, in Ireland) in his Attempt to explain 
the wor4s> Reafon, Subftance, &c. (3d edit, 1767, 
p. 238.) ifvhere atlfo he makes the following obfervation, 
^ The clergy of the ch|irch of Rome fubfcribe to XXIV 
^ articles of religion; the clergy of the church of England, 
*^ as more orthodox, (\ibfcribe to XXXIX*" 
♦ I Cor. XV. 14. 



( 20 ) 

It has been a favourite argument, in the 
mouths of ibme controvcrfiaiifts, that *^ all 
*' focietie^ m nil have fome bond or centre of 
*' union, and that a fummary of certain mat-^ 
•* ters both of faith and dodrine is neccf- 
•• fary and lawful in every chriftian focicty, 
^* as a guard and bulwark againft mifinter* 
•* pretation of fcripture^ feeing that the 
'^ wildeft fanatic calls fcripture to his 
^* proof.*'* 

That all focieties both fbould and mvift 
have feme bond or centre of union, ihall be 
granted in the fuUefl: iextent of the main^^ 
tainer's wiihes. And as we are agreed iaac- 
knowledgmg Jefus Chrifl to be the head of 

the 

* The writer who feems to venture the moft upon the 
fuccefs of this figment, is archdeacon Balguy, whofe 
words are, ^^ It is fcarce poflible to name or to invent an 
<* opinion more abfurd in itfelf, or more hurtfol to fociety, 
^* or more fatal to the caufe of virtue and piety, than many 
** of thofe which have adually been maintained by ment 
** whd Called themfelves chriftians." Charge in 1772^ 
p. 10. There are fome fentiments and arguments of 
bifliop Hoadly's in his Common rights of fubjeSs^ 
(ihap. ii. § 6. (vol. ii. p. 732. of his works) well dcferv. 
ing the perufal of Dr» Balguy, and which muft hav« 
efcaped his notice while he was forming his prefent per« 
'uafion. 
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the chriftian fociety^ we have none other to 
whom we can look up, or refer ourfclves for 
lawful diredtions relating to fuch bond of 
union.* 

The furtheft that our inq^ries into the 
condu<9: of Chrift himfelf will carry us, is 
the fatisfadtion he expr^d at Peter's anfwer 
to his queftion, '^ Whom fay ye that I am ? 
" Thou art Chrift the fon of the livingGod/' 
returnied Peter. ** And Jefus anfwcxcd, and 
** faid ufito him^ BlefTed art thou Simon 
^^ Barjona : for 6e(h and blood hath not 
'* revealed it unto thee, but my father 
" who is in heaven. And I fay alfo 
'* un|to thee, that thou art Peter, and upon 
** this rock I will build my church ; and the 
•'^ gates of hell fliall not prevail againft it.-!"" 
In inore.£imiliar language. This AoofbiCon 

B3 of 

'* This "bond of union, a 'fiivourite 'idea in (he ivrit- 
ings of the worthy dean of Gloucefter, foems to be even at 
this day, and in our own <church> a vague and unfettled 
cxpreffion, in refpedt to what, properly fpeaking, is under- 
Aood by .that term> and ihould operate as fuch* Thus 
much may be coIleSed from an excellent Letter to Sir 
William Meredidi, upon the fubje£l of fuhfcription^ itc^ 
4to^ printed for J. Swan, •i/ya, 

t Mattjcvi. 15-^xJi. 
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of belief in me as the Chrifti the fon of God^ 
is full proof of faith in me zs the promifed 
meiiiah and mediator of a better covenant. 

The apoftle Paul^ in an addrefs to the 
jews, in all the glowing warmth of affedion 
for their beft intcreft, declares '* the word 
^* of faith which he preached to be, that if 
•• thou fhalt confefs with thy mouth the 
** lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in thine 
'* heart, that God hath raifed him from the 
•* dead, thou fhalt be faved-"* 

Thefe thon are fummaries of confe(lioA6 
which fatisfled the demands of Chrift and 
Paul ; the firm belief of which (a correfpon* 

dent 

♦ Rom. X. 8, 9. Confult alfo A£k xvii. 2, 3. 
where Paul is rdated to have reaibned with the jews of 
Thefialohica, *^ out of the fcriptutes, opening and«alledging 
'^ that Chrift muft needs have fuflered, and rifen again from 
^^ the dead ; and that Jefus whom he preached unto them 
" was Chrift.'* See alfo John xi. 25—27. where Jefiis de- 
clares the fufficiency of Martha's faith, that he was <^ the 
** Chrift, the fon of God, which (hould come into the 
<< world ^" and ver.40— ^44 confirm it by the refurredion of 
Lazarus her brother. Compare aUb i John iv. 14, 15.*^ 
Let now the advocates for a form^ of found words find 
other than thefe, as fufficient evidences of a chriftian's 
faith, warranted by Chrift ; and they will have fome f eafon 
to plume themfelves on their difcovery« 
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^wiiC conformity to their precepts fuppofcd) 
is declared to be the foundation of the 
chriftian churchy and to give men a full af- 
furance of falvation« To this confeilion of 
faith in Chrift, might be joined a declara- 
tion of the fufficiency of the fcriptures, as an 
outwork placed againft the incroachments 
and fpread of the grand apoftacy of chriflian 
Roitie ; and, as on the one hand the autho- 
rity of man ihould be bounded by this bar- 
rieri fo on the other, the wit of man cannot 
fuggeft or devife a more effed:ual bond of 
union for chriftians and proteftants* 

When it is urged, that fome fummary is 
neceifary and ufcful for the inftrudion and 
dire6lion of fuch fubfcriber ; I would be un- 
derftood not to objedk to the utility of any 
proper and judicious affiflances, fo far as 
may enable inquirers to form a judgment or 
pcrfuafion for themfelves ; but to the impofi- 
tion of them as terms of communion, pre- ^ 
eluding a free and impartial judgment by a 
peremptory dogmatic determination. In that 
light, I cannot forbear to coniider them as 
highly derogatory to the credit and autho- 
rity of the holy fcriptures. Nor need I to 

B 4 remark^ 
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remark^ in aid of my argument, that all ne^ 
ceiiary articles of faith and rules of pradtice 
are clearly revealed, fo far as relates to the 
inftrudion of the poor (or illiterate) who 
were to ^* have the gofpel preached unto 
♦^ them."* That gofpel, to which may be 
applied the direction given to Hahakkuk in 
refpeft to a vifion, ** make it plain upon 
^' tables, that he may run that readeth."^ 
The meafure then of ncceilary information 
and intelligence could not be leffened by the 
removal of certain modern confeflions, or 
iymbols of certain churches. 

That fanatics may appeal to the fcriptures 
in proof of their opinions, is very poffiblb; 
fome writers have gone further, and faid, 
that every religious opinion has its martyr i 
but it is certain that there is as much difa- 
greement among Qurfelves with refpeft to the 
explications of our eflablithed formularies, 
as could poffibly have been in the interpreta^^ 
tions of thofc fcriptures from whence cer-^ 
tain advocates maintain them to have been 
taken. Nor is this difagreement in opinion 
confined to two oppofite parties, but mul- 
tiplied 

* Luke iv. i8, vii. 22, t Hab. ii. 2. 
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tiplied Into as many as there are diftind pro* 
pofitions contained in thofe formularies.* 
Such, indeed, are the temper and conftitu- 
tion of the human mind> that this diverHty 
of opinion is unavoidable, infomuch, that 
it would be no lefs wild a proje<a to attempt 
to regulate the flature of all mankind by one 
ftandard, or to reduce their countenances to 
one mould or fafhion, and at the fame time 
preferve the human form and figure entire, 
than to make them of one mind ; and, in fome 
inftances, it would be the Icfs injury of the 
two to disfigure or maim the body of a man 
to bring it to a certain (landard of bulk or 

Aature, 

• « Thcfe fame articles arc called only thirty-nine, 
^ yet no man muft from hence imagine, that he has only 
^ thirty-nine propofitions to deal with ; he will find four 
^ or five times that number, though bound up indeed into 
^ fo many bundles • The fecond article alone contains 
^ thirteen very fubftantial propofitions ; the feventeenth 
^ twelve ; the twenty-fifth as many. How many are in- 
«* eluded in the thirty-fifth, it is impoffible to fay, as it 
^ implies our aiTent to two whole books, one of which is 
^^ now fcarcely extant, and the other appears to want con- 
*^ fiderable elucidations, before it can be rightly under- 
(fi^. << (landed of the people," See the learned bifliop Law's 
' Confiderations on the propriety of requiring a fubfcriptioti 
to articles of faith* ^dedit* 1774. p.$. 
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ftature, than to torture ajid wreft hie ftientdl 
faculties to a conformity with certain pre- . 
fcribcd theories in matters of a fpeculative 
kind.* 

Such differences of opinion, though 
fometimes, alas ! uncandidly maintained and 
uncharitably conduded, promote inquiry, 
and all inquiry is favorable to the inveftiga- 
tion of truth and the rejection of error, and 
goes a great way towards giving ample fatis(- 

fadion 

* « We ought no more to expefl to be all of one 
•^ opinion, as to the worihip of the deity, than to be all 
^* of one colour or ftature. To ftretch of to narrow any 
** man's confcience to the ftandard of our own, is no lefs 
*' a piece of cruelty, than that of Procruftes, the tyrant of 
** Attica, who ufed to fit his gucfts to the length of his 
^ own iron bedftead, either by cutting them (horter, or 
*' racking them longer. What juft reaibn Can I have to 
•* be angry with, to endeavour to curb the natAiral liberty, 
or to retrench the civil advantages (^ ah honeft man 
(who follows the golden rule of ' doing to others as he 
would have others do td him,' and is wiMing and able 
** to ierve the public^ only becauie be thinks his way to 
** heaven finer or Sorter than mine ? Nobody can tell 
*^ which of us is miftaken, 'till the day of judgment, or 
** whether any of as be fo, for thete may be different ways 
" to the fame end, aftd I am not for circumfcribing Gdi 
^ Almighty's mercy." Lord MoIefworth'S preface to his 
tranflation of Hotoman's Franco-Gallia. 
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faAion to a thinking chrifliafi, who would 
gladly be able to ** give an anfwer to every 
f* man that aiketh him a reafon of the hope 
^* that is in him/'* and to give an account 
of the faith that he is required to pro^ 
fcfs.f 

The intemperate zeal^ which we may not 
unfrequently obferve in polemic writers, 
owes not its fpirit to that gofpel which, 
with much good meaning, it aims to de* 
fcnd, but to the genius of that iyflem, which 
directs the force and fcope of the writer's 
arguments to the terms of fome human 
compofition, and by that means often ends 
in creating an irreconcilable variance be* 
tween the fame perfon and himfelf, in the 
twofold character of fubfcriber and writer. 
This has been done in more than an hun- 
dred 

♦ I Pet. Hi. 15. 

t If this queffion fhould yet be judged contto* 
vertible, the reader may promife himfelf very confiderable 
fatisfa^oa fxom the perufal of an excellent '* prefatory 
** difcourfe, containing fome thoughts on the ufe and 
** importance of theological controverfy," prefixed to 
the fecond edition of an Hiftorical view of the contro- 
verfy concerning an intermtdiate ftate, printed for 
Wheble, 1772, 8v0i 
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dred indances among our moft ai)le^ as well 
as dignified, expofitors of the prefent age* 
And this is a difficulty, which will more fre- 
quently embarrafs future defenders of our 
comnKHi chriftianity, in proportion as our 
knowledge is increafed. But, furely, we may 
hope that the dogmata of dark and ignorant 
^ges will not for evier hide from us the light 
of the gofpel, or the pure milk of the word 
be much longer withheld from thofe whoie 
fir ft duty it is to give it to others. Every 
branch of philofophy has undergone a vari- 
ety of changes, and received coniiderable af- 
ilftance within that compafs of time to which 
I refer ; nor ha« the knowledge of the fcrip* 
tui:efi received lefs acquifition. As afcience, it 
has had co&fiderable afliftance from the 
united and fucceffive labours of feveral 
learned philologifts and critics ; and much 
additional collateral knowledge has been 
gathered from the teftimony of certain 
learned and inquifitive travellers into the 
caftern world,* who, by accurate dif- 

^[uifitions 

^ See a<i excellent work intitiod Obfervajdoos oa 
41vers pailages of fcripture, colleAed from books of 
voyages and travels into the eafl. By Mr* Hara^OTt 
4 yols. 
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t|uilitions into the cufioms and manners of 
the Ancients, as well before, as after tfat 
birth of ChriiV, have happily, illtiftrated 
many particulars in the facred writings, 
which had occafioned no little perplexity 
to former commentators. Even the writings 
of unbelievers, though undcfignedly on their 
part, have been of great fervice to the caufc 
of chrirtianity, by exciting the fpirit of ex- 
amination in its profeflbrs, and by giving 
occafion to many rational and truly va^ 
luable defences of revelation. Nor has 
a rational knowledge of our bible been im- 
proved and increa^fed among us, by any 
thing more than the obfervance of that 
canon of fcripture-criticifm laid down by the 
immortal Locke, of making the fcriptures 
their own interpreters.* 

Whe», 

* See his Reafbnablenefs of cliriftiantty, an4 hh 
two Vindications of it : " Wiclift," alfo, fays hrs cle« 
gant biograplier, Mr, Gilpin (2(i edit. 1776. p. 4.) 
** feem» to have chalked out for himfelf a fimpler path^ 
** He took the naked text of fcripture into his hands^ 
•* and became his own annotaton The writings of the 
** fchoolmen, be foon found, were calculated only to 

<* make 
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When, exclufivc of the confideratlon of 
mny fcriptural grounds for the inftitution of 
imman . formularies of religious faith and 
doflrine, we are told of their utility and ex- 
pedience in other refpeiSs, it is not eafy to 
fee the force of the argument. To conclude 
that fuch fuppofed utility and expedience 
were intended to be referred to the emflu- 
inents and interefls annexed to our feveral 
.ilations, would be to harbpur uncharitable 
and difparagiog ie;ntiments of the proppfera, 
and would argue aljnouoil as malevolent a mind 
in the perfon who fhould give it credit, .as it 
would doubtlefs argue a profligate avarice in 

the 

*< mske fetStarles, the bible alone to make a rational 
** chriftian" — " The day will come, I hope, faid 
*' WiclifF, (ib. p. 63.) when men will be wife enough 
'^ to {hake from their necks the dominion of human ordi* 
*' nances; and difdaln fubmifiion to any ecclefiaftical 
^^ injuaSions, but fuch as are plainly authorifed by the 
^^ word of God." Lord Cobham, concluding his ac-» 
count of his faith, fays, *^ Finally my faith is, thisitGod 
^^ will afk no more of a chriftian in this life, than to 
*' obey the precepts of bis blefTed law. If any prelate of 
•' the church requireth more, or any other kind of obe- 
*^ 4i€<2ce, he contemneth Chrift, exalteth himfelf above 
<^ Ood, and becometh plainly antichrift." Ib. p. 121. 
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the perfoa who fliould advance it. It would 
be aicribing to them the fpirit of Derne* 
trius, who had the aiTurance to proclaim* 
that by his craft or employment^ he and his 
fellow«*craftfmen had their wealthy and join-* 
ing in the cry again ft Paul> '* great is Diana 
•* of the Ephefians/** For this idea then 
we MriU fubftitute a more candid one^ and 
fuppoie that fucli utility and expedienge are 
referred' to the fpiritual interests of the body 
of chriftiaiis^ cr, in other words, to the fup^ 
pofed true intereih of chriflianity. 

But we may immediately fuggefl:> in 
bduilf of the reverfe of diis^ plea^ one un- 
anfwerable truth. The uniform and con* 
Current experience of all ages fince chriili* 
anity was firfl connected, or taken into al* 
liance, with the civil power, declares againft 
both this utility and expedience. I do not 
confine myfelf to the latter periods of ourown 
church-hiftory,for the fadt is equally evident 
with refpeift to former ages, and with reference 
to every chriftian church. The prefunaptive 
argument carries on its very face, the fuppo* 
fition of the lefs utility of the chriflian fcrip* 

tares 

• A(Sls xix. 24 — 28; fcc. 
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tures t6 the dodlrines and explications d^ 
men. If it be urged that it promotes confent 
touching true religion ; I not only deny the 
faft from experience, but the poffibility of 
it from the nature of the thing itfclf 2 and 
will venture to oblerve, that human formu- 
laries of religious flith and do£trinei cfta- 
blifhed in chriflian and proteilant coun** 
tries, have caufed numberlefs inconve-* 
niencies to the profeffors of true religion* 
And might not inftances be brought of 
writers in our own church, who, to accom- 
modate themfelves and their works to the 
reigning fyftem, have been obliged td mif* 
rcprefent the genuine do(5lrines of thegofpel^ 
and thereby have afforded triumph to their 
adverfaries of different denominations, and 
matter of doubt, perplexity, and offence td 
many of their own communion* who 
might be otherwife defirous to. edify by 
their labors ? 

Thefe expedients then not only fail of* 
fecuring an uniformity of opinion* but even 
of fecuring an uniformity of profeffioti* Each 
ingenuous inquirer abounds in his ownfenfe* 
and it is no more unufual to fee a number of 

members 
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members 6f our own church as ht frdfti 
agreement with each other in their opinions 
on fome points, qh which, howjcver, the 
church has decided- with tolerable pfecifion^ 
as we find them unanimoufly difagrceing 
with diflentejps or feparatifts from the church 
of England upon certain other topics. It 
Will not be foreign to this part of my ar- 
gument, and more particularly after the 
foregoing confiderations, to a(k, Why this 
divcriity of opinions may not as fafely be 
exprefsly allowed by the fupreme authority 
of the ftate, as left to be enjoyed on the, 
precarious tenure of'conttivance ; in apparent 
contradi£tion to the avowed defign of the 
impofition, to the prejudice of truth, fince- 
rity, and freedom of inquiry *, and to the 
great unhappinefs of many worthy and con-^ 
fcientious m^n ? 

Whatever atgumcnts in favour of an efta- 
bliihment of human formularies of religious 
faith dnd doArine are acknowledged to owe 
their rife and force to mere political wifdom, 
will be found upon inquiry to have origi- 
nated from a fource in no connedtion with 
VOL, il C the 
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%ht gofpel of Chrift, who built on no fircb 
foundation, and confequently are of illegi- 
timate defcent; and when carried to their 
utmoft pitch of authority often make againft 
their very patrons. 

So far as the gofpel of Cbrift is favorable 
to the rcafoftable liberty of every man ; fa 
far as it inculcates, and is calculated to pra^ 
mote, the profeflion of faith in Chrift, and 
the hopes of a life to come, in all fincerily 
and truth, and a life here in all godlinefs 
and honeily *, fo far as it teaches obedience to 
all the lawful commands of governme;it^ 
juft fo far is that gofpel pure and unadul- 
terated, favorable to the intereft of the whole 
and of every meqiber of civil fociety. But,, no 
fooner do the civil powers impofe their addi- 
tions, or inforce the obligations of chriftians 
by human penalties, than. the humble fpirit 
;of the gofpel and the willing obedience of 
the chriflian are at an end. The motives of 
duty are no longer adfedion and gratitude 
to God, but abjed: fear of puhiOiment, or 
fordid hope of reward in the prefent life, 
which never fail to difappoint the civil 

magiilratBi. 
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hiagiilratc of that fupport and fecurity whicli 
he would othcrwife derive from religion. ^ If 
it were poifible to fuppofe a fociety to cxift 
which had interefts oppofite to the prefent 
happinefs^ and future hopes of its members^ 
fuch fociety would indeed receive no benefit 
from the gofpcl of Chrift, and might, there- 
fore, confiftently enough with its own views 
and intereftsf deface or even deftroy it. And 
if any thing like this is thfe eiFea: of exclufive 
i^ftabliihments of religion as they are now 
conftitutcd, can the offenfive parts of them 

be removed too foori * ? 

C a Let 

• Dh Campbell, !h his fermoh ]predchecl beforp the 
Synod of Aberdeen, 177^1 obferves, in anfwer to tbi 
queftion. What is the church of Chrift r << If we recur," 
fays he, (p. 59*) ** to the new Teftament fo^ an expla* 

^^ nation, it is no other than the community of his faith* 
** ful difciples, a£tuated by his fpirit ^ for if any ihaii 
'* have not the ipirit of Ghrift, he is none of his; 

^^ {Rom. viii. 9*} I (hall add one queftion niore, What ii 

. It 

^* the intereft of this church f In the view which our 
*' religion gives of it, it is not their wealth, or rank, or 
^* famej or 6Ven the fecurity of their lives and fortunes y 
*^ but it is their advahcement in faith and purity/ Cari 
^* I, t&en, by corrupting one of the member^^ ^nd 
'* hazarding the infection of the reft, advaiice the piirity 
" o^ the whoU ? tiidigitfd, if ^u irican by the church, 

*^ accordirtj; 
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Let us now return to the GoniidefaCion of 
the duty of the individual, in contradiflindioa 
to t-he duty of the fociety to wkich he belongs, 
as we may cdleft it from the preee|)t of our 
infpircd apoftle P^aul^ ** Let every raaa be 
^* fully perfuaded in his own mind/' 

No matt can juftly be iaid to *' be fulljF 
'^ perfuaded in his own mindy" until he has 
ei^ercifed hi^ intelleduAl faculties in a fair 
and full inquiry*. Ai>d, that conviftiqa 
which follows inqjiiryy will ever be th$ right 
faith to that individual, however difierent 
from the profellion of thoie among whom he 
may live> or the principles of thofe under 

whom 

,^^ according to tlie acceptation of tjle word with many, 
** a certain order of men only;^ and, if you mean by 
•* their intereft, their lucrative officeSy dignity, and 
♦* power, and the credit of thofe dogmas on which the 
*' whole is founded ; I fliall admk, that the caufe of the 
♦' church, in your fenfe of the word, and the caufe of 
*' virtue, which is the caufe of Goid, may be a» oppo&e 
'^ as truth and falfehood^ heaven and bell/' 

* ** Scepticifm and credulity are equally anfavorable 
*' to .the acquifition of knowledge* The latter ami- 
f^ cipates, and the former precludes all inquiry. One 
'* leav'es the mind farisfied wfth error, the other with 
'' ignorance." Dr. Percival's ** Father's Inftru(3ion» 
to his children/' lamo.'ad edit, part i. p. go« 
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w!bom lie may have been educated -f-. Ortho- 
iloxy is a word of very vague and imieter* 
xnmate fignification : it xneaneth one. thing 
to-day, and another to-morrow ; one thing 
with the projteftant, another with the papift» 
and fbmething very wide from the meaning of 
either, when ufed^y the jew jor mahomedaa. 

C 3 Inquiry 

t ** A man may be an heretic in the truths and if he 
** believe things only becaufe his paftor fays fo, or the 
** aflembly .(b determines, i/dtfaout knowing other rea- 
fon^ though his belief be true, yet the very truth he 
holds, becomes his herefy." — :Mikon's Areopagitica. 
.T(p. 318.^ — edit, affixed to Remarks on Johnfon's Life c^f 
Milton, jamo, lySa,— And, in a followmg ,page C328) 
of the fame invaluable plea for unltcenfed printing, the 
fame great " John Milton of the commonwealth" writer, 
" 'Tis not denied, hut gladly confeft, we are to fend 
•*' our thanks and vows to heaven, louder than ipoft of 
*^ nations, for that great meafure of truth which wc'en- 
^' joy, efpecially in thofe maiii points between us and 
"^^ the popo^ with his.gppurtenances the prelates.: but he 
"** who thinks we are to .pitch our tent here, and have at^ 
*' tained the utmoft profpe(9: of reformation, that the 
*^ mortal glafs wherein we contemplate, can ihew us, 
** 'till we come to beatific vlfion, that man by this -very 
^* opinion declares, -that he is yet far (hort of truth." 
And again (p. 352.) *' Let truth and falfehood grap- 
ple ; who ever knew truth put to the worfe^ in a fre^ 
and open encounter ? Her confuting is the beft mi 
fureft fupprefling.** 
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Inquiry, therefore, is the duty of every 
man from the nature of things. Under the 
gofpel-difpenfation, and as members of a 
proteftant church, we are under the obh'ga^ 
tion to make and purfue our inquiries, other- 
wife we take up our chriffa'ani^ and protef.- 
tantifm with a fecret refblution to difobey the 
commands of our lord and mafter, when they 
interfere with the injundions of a different 
authority, and, cpnfequpntly, to a& inconfift* 
ently with our charader and principles, wher; 
contrafl^ed with thofe of the papift, againil 
whofe impofitions we pretend to proteft. 

The apoftlc John exhorts the followers of 
Chrift " to try the fpirits, whether they arc 
^* of God*". Luke highly commends the 
grcatncfs of mind in the Bercans, declaring 
^hem, as wc read it, ^* n^ore nobjle," or of a 
better difpofition, ^' than thofe of Thcffalo- 
^* nica, in that they received the word with 
** all readinefs of mind, and fearched the 
^* fcriptures da^Iy, whether thefe things were 
** fo f." Paul calls upon the Theflalonians 
to " prove all things,'* and having fo done, to 
<* hold faft that which is good ir He bids 

the 

• 1 Joh;i Iy, I, 

I Adfxvii. II. and fee bifliop Pearce^s Commentary 
f ^ the place. % i TheflT. v. ax. 
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tlie Galatian^ to ** (land fail in that liberty^ 
*' wherewith Chrift had made them free, and 
'' not to be entangled agiiin with the yoke of 
•* bondage §/' To Timothy he writes, "Be 
" not aihamed of the teftimony of our lord, 
*^ nor of me his prifoner ||." And early in 
his epiftle to the Romans, with un(haken 
firmnefs and undaunted courage, he declares 
his awn attachment to, and ready fervice in, 
the caufe of his matter ; ** I am ready,** fays 
he, *' to preach the gofpel to you that are at 
** Rome alfo : for I am not afliamed of the 
'•* gofpel of Chrift ; for it is the power of 
^* God unto falvation, to rvery one thatbe- 
** lieveth, to the jew iirfl^ and alio to the 
^' Greek •*/• 

Let me afk, how can we, as proteftants, juf- 
tifyour departure even from the ** mother of 

C 4 " harlots 

§ Gral. V. !• I 2 Tim. i. 8. 

** Rom. L 15, 16. ^* It as to the laft degree criniind 
*^ and diflionourable for a miiiifter of the gofpel to conceal 
*' the truths or in a timid and iHiberal manner to approach 
^^ it, likeNicodemus in the night, for fear of the cenfures 
^< of the world. Hoary and venerable error would to thjs 
^' mpmcAt have msuntained her throne, and the empire of 
^ darkiiefs and dullnefs be perpetuated to the end of 

*• timc^ 



( 40 ) 

♦* harlots and abominations of the earth -f-/* 
but by confulting and reading our bible ; pri- 
mly maintaining the fujpreme and exclufive 
authority thereof, and thence confronting 
$he idolatry and impieties of the Rom^nifts^ 
with the *' ipoft fure word of prophecy, 
^* wheneunto we do well that we take hccdi 

•^ as 

^* tinrve, and there never would have es^ifted any fuch rc^ 
'^ ligion as the chriAian, any fuch chara£lers among man-f 
<^ kind as martyrs and confeflbrs, or any fuch illuftrious 
*' 9eras in the annals of the world, as religious reforma- 
^^ lions i had wife and good men ever complimented 
•* priefts aqd princes with believing as they believed, and 
*' facrificed their underftandings at the fhrine of the 
<* popular fuperftition. A'n^j'gbty God hath bleffed, 
'* and divine providence will continue to give a blei&ng 
^^ and fuCcefs to every atten^pt of this kind, to promote 
** rational religion, and the f^cred caufe of truth, until 
•* at laft thofe things, which now give juft offence to 
<* intelligent and ferious chriftians, which damp the fpi* 
rit of their public devotions, which they ardently, but 
inefFe6lual1y, wifli were removed, will he totally ex- 
terminated, and the hicflcd gofpel in its primaeval purity 
and fimplicity, free from all human fchemes and cor- 
*'. rupt admixtures, convince the underftanding, confti- 
** tute the faith, direft the praf^ce, and infure the beft 
** interefts and happinefs of the whole world,*' Dr, 

Harwood's preface to his Five dificrtations, l'J^2* 8vo, 
t Rev. %y\u 14, 
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*^ as unto a light that fhineth in a dark 
" place*?" ** Secret things," fays Mofe$» 
*^ belong to the Lord our God j but thofo 
** things which are revealed, belong to uSf 
•* and to our children f6r ever-t*." 

When we put on the character of mini* 
fters of a chriflian and proteftant church, it 
becomes a confideration of the firfl: import* 
jince to us, how far our refpeftive engage- 
ments admit of any attempt towards the re« 

moval 

• 2 Pet. i. ig. 

Since the firft publication of this fermon, Mr» Evan- 
fon has given to the world a very valuable tra6l entitled, 
«« A letter to the right rev. Richard Hurd, D.D. lord 
♦* bifhop of Worcefter j wherein the importance of the 
^* prophecies of the new Teftament| and the nature of 
<^ the grand apoftacy predicted in them, are particularly 
^* and impartially confidered." Printed for B, Law, 2d 
edit. 1792. In this traA, the author, with the fpirit of a 
free and confiftent proteftant, deftroys the limitation or 
appropriation of the predicted rife and reign of antichrifl: 
tothechuroh of Rome. And furely the fpirit of fuch 
prophecies reafonably extends to all cl^urches, without 
diftin£lion of place or perfon, which claim and exercife 
the fame or the like fpiritual power : and the arguments of 
Mr* Evanfon fas a critic or commentator j go a great 
way towards fixing the letter of fuch prophecies upon al) 
other eftabliflied churches which b^ye paiTed the fimple 
bounds of the chriftian fcriptures* 

f Deut xxi^c. 29. 
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moval of thefe ftumbling- blocks of offence, 
and thefe impediments to the free courfe of 
the gofpcl, with which it was disfigured and 
incumbered before the reformation. 

To many of our brethren, refpedlablc for 
their abilities as well as (lation, and truly 
amiable in their diipofidons^ the previous 
engagement to a particular eftabliihed fyftem^ 
has been thought to preclude all farther pro<* 
grefs in the good and neceffary work of re- 
formation, fo nobly begun by our forefathers. 
One writer, incked, (of fome note in the 
controverfy, and who was not without his 
followers) advanced the very reprehensible 
paradox, that ^' authority once cftabliflied 
♦* muft be obeyed," A jew or an heathen 
would thank that writer for the conceilion^ 
and would not fail to improve it to confider- 
able advantage^ when either of them dif» 
puted their faith with the chriftian; fo. like* 
Wife would the papift when diftrefled by the 
irrefragable arguments of a confident protef- 
tant opponent. This dodJrine of indifcriminitc 
obedience, if as clofely followed in pradtice 
as maintained in theory, would long fince 
have rendered our political creed as precari- 
ous 
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oos as our religious faith ; it would not only 
have militated againft the effenti^l obliga- 
tions of a good chriftian, and good proteflant 
in the one cafci but againft thofe of a good 
citizen in the other*. 

But 

* It may not be thought unworthy the obforvation of 
the inquifitire reader that Dr. Tillotfon aflertecl, in a 
frrmon on Jofh. xxiv, 15. preached at court the 2d of 
April, 1680, and which was unexpectedly commanded by 
the king to be publiihed, that ^^ no man without an ex- 
** traordinary commiffion from heaven, teftified by work- 
<* ing miracles as the apoftles did, ought to afFcont the 
*< eftabliftied religion of a nation, though it be falfe, and 
*^ x>penly to draw men off from the profeffion of it in. 
^ contempt of the magiftrate and the law, &c." King 
Charles II. having flept moft part of the time while the 
fermon was delivered, a nobleman flep^d up to binfv 
$8 foon.as it was over, and faid, '^ 'Tis pity yeur ma{efty 
^' flept ; for we had the rareft piece of hobhifm that eveV 
f* you heard in your life." '^ Qd*s fiOi, he Oiall print it 
*< then," anfwered the king, and immediately called the 
lord'Chamberlain, and gave him his commaind to the dean 
to print the fermon, When it came from the prefs, the 
4ean (ent a copy, ^ a prefent, to the juftly celebrated 
}Ai, John Howe, who did iiot only write a long letter 
fo him upon this erron^us jdo^rine, but expoftulated 
y^ith him upon it in a friendly manner ; Dr. Tillotfon 
f^hen dean of Canterbury) burft into tearS) and frankly 
l^cj^nowledged th^t it was not to be juftified. Dr. 

TiUotfoo 
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But further, it may generally be obfervcd 
that flie warmed friend of the prefent'lyftem 
would hardly choofe to adhere to the expec- 
tations and requirements of the formularies 
of it fo far, as to oblige himfeir to defend 
them at the expence of his prior, more im- 
portant, and more binding, obligation to the 
church of Cbrift.* I» my own cftimation, 

our 

TilfetfoA afterwards added an expIanatcM-y paragraph^ 
{fee Confeffional, 3d edit. p. 263*«-268« note) but it 
came fliort of the retradation expeded hj Dr. Patrick, 
(afterwards biihop of Ely,) otherwife it would have 
jdecifively confirmed this anecdote of this eminent englifh 
prelate, which was firft publiflied by Dr« Calamy.*— It 
is receiired, however, without any referve, by Dr« Birch, 
in his life of archbifliop Tillotfon, 8vo. 1752. p* 6x, &c# 
See alfb Mr. Granger's Biographical hiftory of England, 
8vo. vol. iii. p. 312. art. Howe: and more particularly 
Mr. Palmer's Non-conformift's memorUU voL i. p. 
•414. art. Howe.-*»There is no judging of the probability 
of Dr. Balguy's converfion from hobbifm, as he hais not 
thought proper to announce the meafureof his convidtion. 

* It fbould fcem that every confident proteftant would 
wifli to refer himfclf on all occaflons to the foible only,, 
;is a never-failing barrier againd the devices of men, and 
iulI equivocal defences of them, or hazard the very hu- 
miliating cdnfeffion of pope Alexander the III. Shr 

John 
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©ur-church, in none of her ftipulations €%• 
prQfslyi requires terms fo hard upon her 
members, or fo ruinous to her own foun- 
dations. Ultimately, however, the reafons for 
our own pcrfonal conduft, whether 'they re- 
J^edt our joining in, or obje<Sing to, the late 
applications for relief from burdens grievous 
to be bQrnc; or the undefireable alternative 
of our continuing in, or renouncing, our mi- 
niftrations under them mud. be referred, 
and are only amenable, to the confcience of 
every inctvidual. Neither the fneers of 
weak or vyicked men, nor the afperfions 
pf the .malicious, nor the cravings of expect- 
ants, ought to afFed our refpedtive de« 
terminations. ** Who art thou that jndgeft 

** another's 

John Harrington, in a letter to Henry Prince of Wales 
(1609.) acquaints him, that *' every day during that 
** lent, friar Fulgentio, of the order of Servites, preached 
•* the word of God purely and without mrxturc. The 
** pope, hearing of the fermons of this honeft man, font 
^* for the Venetian ambaflador, and told himi that he 
*< bad been informed^ that one Fulgentio had preached 
** doftrines contrary to ,the catholic faith. The am- 
*< baflador anfwered, that he preached nothing but 
'" the word of God. So I undcrftand, replied the 
^^ pope, bat do not you JcnoW, that to preach the gofpel 
" and, the word of God, is to deftroy the catholic reli- 
•* gion?" See Birch's Life of Hen. prince of Wales, 
8vo, 1760. p. 167, 
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•* another's fcrvant ? To his ttWri rniftet h« 

" ftandeth or fallcth ♦. Our maftcr is Chrift^ 

and his gofpel the law by which we (hall bd 

judged. 

' It is t!hc opinion of fottie of our brethren^ 

and thofc not a few, that a juft fenfc of ouif 

duty and attachment to the national churchy 

does not extinguiih the obligation to dif* 

cover the blemishes and weaker parts of its 

cftablifliment ; but that while we do juftice 

to its excellencies, we (hould not conceal its 

defedts, for by fo doing we ihould be 

better able to guard ourfelves againft the 

fnfidious attacks of our avowed adveriaries^ 

who often come among us only to difcover 

thenakednefs of our land, and to reproach 

tis for our partiality. And^ under this per- 

fuafion, the fame perfons confidered them^^ 

felves under the further obligation refpedt- 

fully to folicit the removal of all un-^ 

fcriptural and unedifying impactions, and 

the fubftitution of the chridian fcriptures 

alone, as the only legitimate terms of ad- 

miflion into the miniflry of a chtiftian and 

a proteflant churchy and the only terms 

of communion with her. With equal refo- 

lution 
• Rom. xiv. 4. 
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lutioh, equal judgment and zeal, it is hoped 
that the fame men would rtifolutely havo 
maintained and defended that barrier which 
chriflianity and proteflantifm have JQintly 
placed, as well for the defence of true reli- 
gion, as the prevention of all foreign en« 
croachment and ufurpation. 

It defervcs to be remarked, however, that 
there feemed, upon the whole, to be as 
little agreement in the feveral reafons af- 
iigned for the continuance of our humaa 
formularies, as is generally found in the 
interpretation and condrudion of them. 

One refpcdlcd antiquity ; another objeftcd 
the danger of innovations } a third wifhed for 
a partial and fuperficial reform, far (hort of 
the root of the grievance ; a fourth objected 
to the mode of application; a iifth to the 
conflitutional impradicability of any further 
alterations. 

Antiquity is, indeed/ a venerable and re- 
fpe£table name. But the gofpel in its fim- 
plicity, is of longer ftanding than any of 
thofe additions which are pretended to be en- 
grafted upon.it., Antiquity, if made to refer 
to any matter fubfequent to the publication 
q£ the gofpel, will juftify nothing, which 

the 
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the light of our own age informs us is in-» 
congruous with, or repugnant to, the defign o^ 
publifliing the chridian religion to the worlds 
which can only be difcovered by recurring to 
the aera whence it derives its original 5 and 
to be guided in this inquiry by any thing 
but the original record, would only lead us 
into perplexity, deception, and darknefs*. 

The 

♦ *' That which I tomplain of is, that we look upoii 
•' wife men that lived long ago with fo much veneration 
*^ and miftake, that we reverence them not for having beea 
*< wife men, but that they lived long fince*'^ Biihop 
Jen Taylor^s Liberty of prophefying, § 8* p. 21O4 
And) indeed) while we refpe^E^ men who lived fome ages 
ago merely on account of their knowledge (except in 
cafes where their tellimony is evidence of fads,) it is 
certain that the longer interval between their days and 
our own, the weaker (bould feem their difcernment, as 
far as fimple authority is concerned. Agreeably to 
this idea is an old obfervationj which hath been fre- 
quently repeated, *' A pigmy on a giant's iboulder^ 
**' can fte further than the giant himfelf/* See Daillc 
on the Right ufe of the fathers, part 2d. p. 192. and 
bifliop Croft's Naked truth, p* 11, printed 1675. 
Luther allowed that heretics " might be correSed artd 
" forced, at leaft to filetice, if they publicly denied any of 
*♦ the articles received by all chriftians, and particularly 
« that:Chrift is God.** See Toulmin's Life of Socinus* 

gvo. 1777. p* I1+- and Socinus in a letter to Martinus 

Vadovitfci 



( 49 ) 

f- • 

The danger of innovation is an ecclefiaf- 
bcal watch- word of very trifling importance 
\^hen uied to difcourage the removal of 

forms 

Fadovitz, profelTor in the acadeniy at Cracow, writes 
^^ The only thing to be r^^arded (with^ari herefiarch) 
is to hinder his endeavour to propagate his doctrine, 
and, if it cannot be otherwife done, by chains and a 
prifon." (p. 105) Schlichtingius, a difciple of Socinu^, 
improved confiderably upon the lin^ited principles of 
toleration mahitalned by his dafler: Upon all which 
Mr. Toulmin obferves in his Life of Sociniis, 8vo< 1777. 
p. 119. that ^^ Schlichtingius would probably have never 
** proceeded fo far in liberality of thinking, if Socinu^ 
^* had hot opened the way. Mankind are difpoflfefled of 
*^ their miftakes and prejudices only by degrees. A juft 
'' fendoient is ftarted by one; Another adopts it^ places it 
" in new and different views, slitd Carries it to its utmoft 
^' extent. The garden, Which has been oVer-riiti with Weeds 
^ and noxious herbs^ requires, befides the hand that clea;ts 
^^ the foil of thefe obftru£tions to die growth of good 
^^ feed, the care and ikill of others to carry the beautiful 
^^ flower and generous fruit to perfe£lioni : this is the 
^* more pleating taflt, and is apt to engrofs applaufe ; 
*^ but the former labor is rather mod meritorious, and 
** prepares the way for the tatter's more agreeable toil. 
^^ To them, therefore, whofe ftudies have cleared away 
^^ the clouds of erroVj and fcattered, in any good degree, 
** the mifts of ignorance and bigotry, be merit and 
" praife afcrib^d ; though they did not pour upon the 
" human mind the full light of truth, nor entertain the 
*• moft generous fentiments themfclvcs." 

tOL. I. D 
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forms and ordinances which confefiedly 06^ 
ftrudt chriftiaa edificatien, for the fake of 
which, furely, (bnltthing mere ought to be 
hazarded than the loTs of a merely ideal 
uniformity j and upon wl»eh the fpirit of the 
gofpel, blefled be God^ lays no fuch ftrefs, as 
to make the ufe of thenv an indifpenfibk con- 
dition either of chriftian communion here, or 
of everlafting falvatioa hereafter. Theapoille 
Paul was not backward to declare, in his 
epiftle to the Romans, in the true fpirit of 
an apoftle, " Let God be true, but every 
man a liar*." And thia fuppofed danger 
was (we Well know, and ought to remem- 
ber with unfeigned tHankfulnefs) fuccef- 
fively difregarded by Mofes and the pro- 
phets, by Chrift znd his apoftks^. by Luther 
and his followers^ in fpite of all the inte- 
refted clamors of their opponents. 

In anfwer to thofe who have wiflied for a 
partial reform, and alfo have objeSed to the 
mode of application, it wiU be fufficient to* 
reply, that nothing was thrown iii the way? 
of others of our brethren who chofe to ieek 
their own relief in their own way- The cxpc- 

rimeot 

* Rom. iii, 4. 
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riment was tried by a body of very learilcd 
and fefpcdable menj ind ended in fome-^ 
thing very like the converfion of the firft 
promoter of it to the principles and pro* 
ceedings of the petitioning clergy*. ' 

D 2 In 

* See an excellent pamphlet, generallj afcribed to Mr. 
WoUafton, entitled, " Confidefations on the ftate of Aib- 
fcription to the. articled, and liturgy of the church of 
England^ towards the clofc of the year 1773. By a 
confifteht p^bteftant/' Printed for Wilkie. p. 3S— 37« 
Nor can the conclufioh ftated above be thought more than 
the words of the worthy and ingenuous confiderer wiH 
juftify. After fpeaking of the application of Mr* WoU 
lafton and his aflbciate) to the bifhops, and the anfwer 
returned that ^^ in their opinion, it was lieither prudent 
*^ nor fafc toi do any thing," the writer (who was not 
a petitioner, p^ 46^ obfenres, *< The petitioners thereby 
^^ feem to be juftified itl not having appilied to them at 
<« Mt.*' p. 37* And again, (p. 48O atftef telling his 
itader that he had thought an amendment of the articled 
more to be defired thah their being wholly laid afide, and, 
therefore^ he had joined in the application to the 
bilhops for a revifal : ^* But 4 have fince^ fays he, been 
^ convinced of my error^ and am not afliamed to ac- 
^^ knowledge it. A man need never be afliamed of 
** amendment. I am fatisfied upon fuller confideration, 
^* that tbe requiring of fubfcriptidn to human articles of 
^ faith, though pradifed in proteftant churches, can only 
^ be defended on the principles of popery/* &c. &c 
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In Favour of the €Oi>ftkutional impradica*-- 
bility of the meafure, a claufe in, the a€t 
of union which declares the prefervation o£ 
the ecclefiaftical cftablifhraentof both king* 
doms, to be a fundamental and effential coiv- 
dition of the union, has been much infifted 
on. But this a<!t was clearly intended only 
to prevent each of the contrading partits 
from interfering with the Oth6f, without the 
mutual confent of both. In. this fenfe, have^ 
fomc diftinguiihed lawyers, and other emi- 
nent writers^, interpreted this favourite no-^ 
fion of fome meiv, which is the (heet-an- 
chor of their oppofition, to any further re- 
formation ; in this fenfe, it was ably ex- 
plained in' parliament, and correfpondent 
with fuch explanation, is the account of the^ 
befi: contemporary hifliorian.*^ 

Th« 

* See bii&op j^urhec's ^^ Hiftory of his own times,** 
vol. ii. p. 463. The only law-authority that I can recol* 
le£t, at this time,' for the real exiftence of this objection,, 
is Sir William Blackftone, who was long ago con* 
futed by the maftcrly pen of an anony^xious writer^ 
under the name of Mifomumpfimus, in two letters in the 
St. James's Chronicfe, of February 6, and April 8,- 
1766, and fince republifhed in a valuable colleAion of 

" Letters 
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The apbftle Paul iays, " Let all things 
*•* he done decently an^ in Qcder^,," ^nd 

D. 3 fo 

•* Letters and effays in favor of public Irberty," in i2mo. 
?oL i. p. 162 and igt. Alfo by Dr. EurneaUx, in his 
" fetters" to 4ii*n ^fijcond edit. 8yo. 17 J v), hy pr. 
Prieftley, in his "Remarks on fome paragraphs, "and by 
the author of ** An objefiion drawn from the aft of 
union confidered, &c." (printed for Dilly, 1771.) and, 
occafionally, by certain other learned and ingenious 
writers, as alfo by the then fqlici tor-general, (Mr. Wed- 
derburne,)in the -houfe of commons, on February 6th, 
1772 : notwithftanding thefe feveral confutations the e;[c- 
ceptionabk paragraphs are-continued in the ninth edition 
df the commefitaries, which is now before me. (See 
Introd. §. 4.) Hence I conclude, guiding my judgment 
by my own digeft of their refpeftiye pleadings, that the 
queftion fo peremptorily decided by the commentator is. 
while limited toliis work, coram nonjudice. 

"Since the firft publication of this fermon, the writer 
has obferved fome very material dteration^ which have 
taken place in the fuppofed conilituent part of the tmion^ 
judicioufly recited by the inveftigating pen of Mrs. Ma- 
caulay, and which precedents were indeed announced 
by Mr. Wedderburne, in the houfe of commons. *' A 
"bill paifed 1)oth houfes, (171 2) with little oppofition, 
^^ for granting a toleration to all fuch as (hould ufe the 
*^ liturgy of the Englifh church in Scotland, with z 
*^ claufe which required the civil magiftrate to execute 
^ none of the fentences of die judicatory of the church 

* f Cor, xiv. K^o. 
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£d far 15 this is applied to modes of difcipline 
which encroach no( on the rights of coht 
fcienc^, all may be well. The apoftle dpe$ 
pot appear to have intended more. The 
civil magiftrate has no concern with th^ 
religion of his people^ fo long as obe*- 
dience is paid to him in all things law- 

my 



*^ of Scotland: by another ^St^ the courts of judicature 
5f were cominanded to difcontinue their fitting during 
f^ fome days at Chiiftmas : and, by a third, patronages, 
^' which bad been abolilhed by king William, were re? 
** ftored." Hift. of Eng. from the revolution to the 
prcfent time, 4to, vol. i. p. 758. and alfo Burnet'3 
p. T. vol. ii. p. 554 and 595. " The Scotch 
** clergy,** continues the f^ir hiAorian, ** were vehe- 
^* ment in their complaints and petitions on thefe fdb^ 
^' }e&s^ and with fome juftice complained, that fuch an 
^* invafion on the church of Scotland was no fmall 
•' breach of the union between both kingdoms." But 
in the prcfent cafe the difcriminating barrier of the union 
would have been no way affedled* 

The parliament of Great Britain conftitute tbfs fupremc 
legiflature of thefe kingdoms : by an aft of their coU 
Icftivc body the grievance is iqipofed, and by them only 
it can be conftitutionally removed. To them did the 
protcftant petitioners apply, but throi^gh certain preju- 
dices and mifapprehehfions, (of which perhaps this mighi^ 
make one,) and through influence of another fort, which 
it would be invidious to recite, they wcfC fuppofed to fail 
ef fuccefs* 
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fully and conftituttpnally enadled refpeding 
civil masters. His authority is bounded by 
oviCrt adts ; the operations of the mind and 
the dliftates of consciences as they are out of 
his proyiqcei fo ere they beyond kis autho- 
rity^ And be is then an enemy ;to his own 
dignity^ peace* and intered, and the good 
of th^ p.eople# wht^n he intermeddles with 
the terms of notan's acceptance with God i 
be cxpofcs himfelf to the reproach ,of grofsly 
proftituting religion to the mpft iniquitous 
purpofes, and of redujc:ing it to a mere en«* 
gine of hi6 fecular governnvsnt. 

To conclude. The church of Chrift 
will fprvive its corruptions and incum* 
bxances* infomuch that even '^ the gates 
of the grare (ball not prevail againft it*/' 
Under this faithful faying^ I truO: and 
am confident that^ in thie . fulnefs of time^ 
chriftianity will not only find a full tolera- 
tion, bjllt have its frf e courfe apiong chrif- 
tiaos^ by noeans of free and liberal ex- 
amination ; and, likewise; that the liberty of 
interpreting and preaching God's written 
word will be allowed and encouraged among 

D 4 iincere 

« Matt. xvi. |8* an4Lukexyii. J» 
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fincere and ferious chriftians of all denomina- 
tions J and that the difciples of our commoi^ 
lord and mafter will pradically confiderhim, 
not only as the firft publiftier, but ** the 
** finiflier of their faith^." In the mean 
time, let us remember the exhortation of 
Paul to the Romans, to " mark them who 
'* caufe divifions andofFendes contrary to the 
V doftrine which they had learned ; and to 
" avoid them-f-;" and the prophetic lan- 
guage of Jefus, '* It is impoffiblc, but that 
*' offences will come,** and more particu- 
larly the admonitory clofe of them, ** but 
" woe unto him through whom they 
*^ comet." Be it remembered alfo, that of- 
fences equally criminal may arife from the 
undue exertion of power, as well as from 
oppofition to eftablifhed authority. 

The teftimony of a good confcienQe will 
rife fuperior to all the revilings and unjuft 
reproaches of a finful and adulterous gene- 
ration, and far more than compenfate for all 
the facrifices of worldly interefls which we 
may be called upon, in the courfe of our 

probation, 

• Heb. xi\. %. t Roni. xvi. 17. 

% Matt, xviii. 7. and Luke xvii. i. 
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pFobation, to ma]c.e at (he altar pf truth, 
If any of, us fhpuld be called upon tq 
f^ fuffer as i^'cbriAian, let i^s not be s^ihamed ^ 
f but let us glorify God on this behalf*.'- 
Highly commendable and happy are thofc 
who a£t with fincprity from thpir refpeftivc 
ponvidlions, and who have previoufly done 
themfelves fo much jwftice, as to have be- 
ilowed all npceflary inquiry : but that fcr- 
vant who (hall have wilfully hidden his ta* 
lent, will not be lefs accountable, in the 
event, than he who {hall have wilfully mif* 
applied it. If we take to ourfelves the cha-^ 
raders of minifters pf Chrift, and ftewards 
of the myfteries of God, let us not, for th« 
fake pf God and his Chrift, for the fake of 
thofe of whom we have taken the over^ght, 
for the fake of ourfelves, let us not forget, 
that *' it is required in ftewards, that a man 
f f be found faiihfulf ." 

Let temper and moderation diftinguifh us 
}n all our differences through our chriftian 
warfare, as the marks of our difciplefliip, 
beins: well afTured that love and mutual cha« 

rity 

I* I Pet. iv. 1^. • t I Cor. iv. i, a. 
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fity arc the principaj charaAcriftics of a gof-r 
pd-fpirit. «* Though I fpcak,'' faith the 
apoftle of the gentiles, ** with the tongues of 
** men, and of angejs, and have not charity, 
** I am bjecome as founding Jbrafe, or ^ tink- 
^* ling cymbal. And though I have the gift 
** of prophecy, and underftand all myfterics, 
^' and all knowledge; ^nd though I hav^ alj 
^* faith, fo that I could remove mountains^ 
•♦ and have not charity, I am nothing*/' 
Whatever be our faith, " Let us add,*' faith 
the apoftle Peter, ** po our fa'th virtue : and 
to virtue knowledge ; apd tp knowledge 
temperance ^ and to tempcranicc pa- 
tience ; aiRid to patience godlinefs ; and to 
^* godliness brotherly kindnefs ; and to brp- 
*' therly kindnefs charity. For ff thefe 
** things be in us, and abound, they make 
•* us that we fhall neither be barren, nor 
*' unfruitful in the knowledge of our lord 
*' jcfus Chrift-f-." And yet, ?if(ef all, we 
muft further remember that wie are not to 
\)e fupine or negligent, but to ftand faft in 
pur chriftian liberty, as well as our chriftian 

faith } 

♦ I CoXi xili. I, 2, &c. . t aPfit.i. 5 — 8, 
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faith; and be diligent and watchful over 
both. We are exhorted to be good foldiera 
as well as good fervant^ of Jefus Chrifl: ; and 
^' eameftly to contend for^ as well as to 
^' preach, the faith once delivered unto the 
** faints*/' But, at the fame time, we are 
to ^^ make our moderation known untq 
^' all menf/' 

Finally, my brethren, let us, however 
difFering in fentiment, agree in thofe things 
which are firft ijecdful. Let us rcfpedt 
our feveral congregations as flocks com- 
mitted to our care, of whom we have 
taken the overfight, •* not by conftraint but 
*• willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
^^ ready mind ; neither as being lords over 
** God's heritage, but being examples to the 
^* flock J." " Let our converfation be as it 
•* become th the gofpel of Chrifl:, ftand faft: 
** in one fpirit, with one mind, fljiving 
^' together for the faith of the gofpel ; and 
** in nothing terrified by our adverfaries : 
^' which is to them an evident token of per- 
** dition, but to us of falvation, and that of 
ff God§/' Let us be inflant in feafon, and 

out 

• a Tim. ii. 3. Judc3. t Phil. iv. s- 
t I Pet. V. 2, 3, § Phil. i. 27, 28. 
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eat of fea£)n in promoting every good wor4 
and work; and, like the good .Ss^markan, 
attend to the conditiojx of our w,eak and 
fpiritually wounded bxethren, »nd' not like 
the pricft . or .the ievitei. pais by on the other 
fide. Lot us, in few wwrds, be ** no. more 
^' children to0ed to and &o, and carried 
** about with every wind of dodri^e, and by 
the Height of meR, and cUnning cfaftinefs^ 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; bu|: 
fpeik the truth in love, that we may 
grow up unto him in all things, who 
is the head, even Chrift*." If it be pof- 
fible, let us *^ not only be almoft, but 
*' altogether fuch as Payl-}-/' Let us be 
^uch, as to be entitled to be numbered 
among thofe that ** keep the command- 
" mentsofGod, and thef^ith of ChriftJ." 
•* Now unto him who h^th ppwpr to 
itablifh you according to the gofpel and 
preaching o{ Jefus Chrift. To God only 
wife, be glory, through Jefus Chrift, fop 
ever§." Amen. 

* Eph. iv. 14, 15, f ASs XXVI. 29. 

t Rev. xiv. 12. § Rom. xvi. ag, 27. 
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S E R M . O N II,* 



tmUQ, INSTITUTIONS FOR CHARITABU PUKPOSESi 



LUfcE X. 29. 

BUT HB, watmO TO JUSTIFV HIMSELF, SAID UNTO jfeUS/ 

AI^D WHO 13 MY NEIGHBOUR ^ 



if H£ occaiion on which this que(tian was 
afked of our lord is fo immediately con* 
neded with the afieding and well* knowni 
ftory, in the gofpel-hiftory^ of the good Sa- 
maritan^ that it deferves our particular coil- 
fideration» 

While our lord was giving to his difciples 
direftions for the difcharge of their mi(Iion» 
and alfo telling them of the importance of 
that gofpel which he had preached unto them, 
and which they (hould preach to all nations, 
a certain lawyer flood up, and with a defign 

to 

* Preached in the cathedral church of Lincoln, aft the 
meeting of the governors of, and fubfcribers to, the 
^ouiity hofpital, on Thurfday September 23, 1779* 
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to drdw from him fbme determination 
irourable to his own notions and his own 
praifUce, faidj *^Maft€r^ what ihall I do to in- 
** herit eternal life ?" Our lord referred him, 
as he had others on the like occaiions, to the 
law of Mofes, (which was, or (hould have 
been the rule of his religious condud,) by 
aflcing him this pertinent queftion, *^ What 
** is written in the law ? How readeft thou ? 
*' And he anfwering faid. Thou (halt lovtf 
•* the lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
^* with all thy foul, and with all thy flrength^ 
^' and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour 
^' as thyfcif/* Jcfus then gave him in re- 
ply a plain folutlon of his queftion; and td 
fatisfy him that he was in no wife deficient^ 
at leaft in the knowledge of his duty, added, 
** Thou haft anfwcred right ; this do, and 
** thou (halt live/' 

But this was not fufficient for the querift* 
The word " neighbour" was to him a term of 
doubtful meaning ; and Jefus ading and 
teaching in a manner fo different from the 
ordinary tribe of teachers, he reafonably 
enough fufpedted that Jefus might put 
a difitrent fenf& upon the expreffions in 

which 
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tvhich cafe he might not find his jaftificatiort 
in the true fcnfe of the precept, compared 
with his practices. He, therefore, afks this 
further qucftion, ** Who i$ my neigh-' 
'* hour ?" Jefus, with a view to the fatis- 
faction of kis hearers^ as well as the infer- 
mation of the inqu^irer, cbofe to give hi$ 
anfwer,r in a fliort and afFcdting hiftory,- 
which being perfedtly intelligible to his 
audience, fuHiciently explained his own idear 
of the love of their neighbour, and tbt 
propriety of it would be abundantly con- 
firmed by having, the aiTent of the lawyer 
from his own mouth. 

The literal account^ as we read it in 
the gofpel, is as follows. '' A eertai» 
•* man went down from Jerufalem to Jeri- 
*^ ch0| and fell among thieves^ who ftripped 
^' him of his raiment, and wounded hitn^ 
** and departed, leaving him half^dead. Andy 
'' by chance^ there* came down a cettaia 
'' pfkft that way^ and whm he faw him, 
*' he pailSsd by on the other fide. And like- 
^' wi& a levite, when he was at the pkce, 
'' came and looked on^ himi and palTed hf 
^ on the other fide. But a certain Sama*- 

•• ritan. 
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^* fitan, as he jourricycd, came where he 



^' was ; and when he faw him, he had com*^ 
** paffion on him^ and went to him, and 
*^ bound up his wounds, ponring in oil and 
** wine, and fct htm on his orwn beaft, and 
^' brought him to an inn, and took care of 
^* him; And on the morrow, when he dc^ 
** parted, he took out two- pence, and gave 
^* them to the holt, and faid unto him, take 
^^ care of him ; and whatfoever thbu fpendeft 
** more, when I come again, I will repay 
•* thee. Which now of thefe three, thinkefl: 
*^ thou, was neighbour unto him that fell 
•* among the thieves ? And he faidj He that 
** fliewcd mercy on him. Then faid Jefus 
** unto him. Go and do thou Kkewifc-f-/' 

A variety of refledions arife in the mind 
of a thinking man on the recital of thi^ 
fad tale. The traveller is represented to be 
** half-dead" from the ill treatment he had 
met with, and not in a condition to make 
any audible complaints. It was necefiary,* 
to be ienfible of his mifery, to take a nearer 
view of him, and to examine in what con- 
dition lie was left. The law of Mofes pro- 
nounced 

t Luke X, 36—37. 
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Bounced that perfon unclean who fliould 
touch a man who was flain with a fword in 
the open fields*^. And it concerned the 
priefts and levites more particularly to be^ 
ware of fuch uncleannefs. Their fcruples, 
fuggefted by this and the like precepts, might 
probably deter the prleft and the levite from 
lending this miferable objedt their afljilance. 
They had other precepts, however, and were 
often put in mind of them by our lord, 
from which they might learn that adls of 
charity and compaflion would atone for any 
irregularity in the legal performance of them . 
This is the bef): conflrudtion we can put upon 
the behaviour of this prieft and levite. The 
objedtion of the Samaritan to this a(ft of 
charity was equally ftrong. He was prohi- 
bited any communication with jews, and this 
unfortunate traveller was one of that people. 
But the differences between the jews and 
the Samaritans did not extinguifli the feel- 
ings of humanity in the breail of this good 
man, or difpofe him to add to the diflrefTes 
of one nearly overpowered and ready to link 
under his fufferings, cither by felfifti indif- 
ference, 

* Numbers xix. i6. In lxx wounded. 
VOL, I. E 
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fercnce, dcrifion or exultation. He did not 
think it a way to render an acceptable fer- 
vice to the common father of all, to over- 
look, to perfecute, or deftroy one of hi^ 
creatures, who looked towards heaven as 
well as himfelf, and might be pafling on his 
journey thither by a different road. But, 
whether he was or no, the poor man wlas 
a fellow-creature, whom he was virtually - 
commanded to fuecour and preferve, in the 
great prohibitory injunStion not to hurt or 
deftroy him. 

Whatever might be the faith of the Sama- 
ritan, the divine religion of humanity, in all 
it's full force, rofe fuperior to the little pre- 
judices of fedt or pa^rty. His heart expanded^ 
and his hand was employed in the heavenly 
occupation of doing good. *' He w^ent ^ 
V to him, he bound up his wounds, he 
** poured in oil and wine, he fet him on his 
f* own beaft, he brought him to an inn, - he 
" took care of him ; on the morrow when 
** he departed," purfuing the call of his 
journey, *'he took out two-pence", (as much, 
poffibly, as he had, or as much at leaft as 
was neceflary,) •' and gave them to the hoft, 

'' and 
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** and faid unto him. Take care of him ; arid 
** whatfoever thou fpendeft more, when I 
'* come again, I will repay thee/' 

With great propriety was this narrative 
thofen for the convidlion of the lawyer, and 
given as the true interpretation of the law, 
which was the objedl of his inquiry : and 
juftly was the example of the good Sama- 
ritan propofed to him by Chrift, and urged 
by his admonitory advice, '* Go and do thou 
** likewife.*' 

If there be one virtue or adl of goodnefs upon 
which extraordinary ftrefs is laid throughout 
the new Teftament it is brotherly lovd, 
benevolence^ or charity, in it's moft extended 
fenfe. Benevolence, limited neiither by the 
boundaries of country, nor the prbfeflions of 
religion, nor modes of government. We are 
all human, and are fubjedt to the fame wants, 
infirmities, and neceffities^ as well intelledual 
as corjporeal; and, as fuch, the fame duties 
of forbearance, proteflion, and humanity, 
arc bound upon us by the univerfal law 
of nature. To us, who embrace the glori- 
ous and ever blefled gofpel of Chrift, the 
obligation comes with fuch an irrefiftible 

E 2 recom- 
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recommendation^ that we muft be hardened 
againfl all iniprefllons of piety to refift the 
motives on which the duty is enforced. We 
muft be not only without the awe of religioa^ 
and the fuggeftions of rcafon, but even the 
aflfedions of humanity. If we had no other 
revelation of God's will than that law 
which is written upon our hearts^ (of which 
we are all conicicHisJ the great duty of 
charity towards each other is infcparably 
annexed to our nature. Much more thea 
upon us reds this duty in all it's branches, 
and on all poflibk occa(ions» who^ prpfeillng 
ourfelves chriftians^ fhould walk evea as 
Chrift walked; and diligently obferve tboie 
laws which regulated his own condu^, 
which he left for us^ and confirmed by his 
death, and by which, at the end of time, we 
fhall finally be judged. 

However exalted, or however humbledy 
^^ the Lord is the maker of us all; he 
' ^ maketh poor, and maketh rich ; he bringeth 
" low, and lifteth up */* And ffom thcfe 
difpenfations of his providence, arife the 
refpedlive duties of contentment and refigna- 

tioa 

* Prov, xxii, 2. and x Sam. ii. 
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lion under alL^fRiftions and vifitations of 
his hand ; as alfo the cxercife of protec- 
tion and beneficence from the great and the 
wealthy, and thofe in affluence and cafy cir- 
cumftances, towards the poor and the needy, 
and thofe whofe lot it is " to eat their bread 
^* with fcarcity*." And what can exceed 
that exclamation of Job, ** I was eyes to 
^ the blind, and feet was I to the lame, 
*• I was a father to the poor { and the 
^' caufe which I knew not, I fearched 
^' out f /' 

Under the gofpel-difpenfation, however, 
fomc perfons, mifcalling themfelves chrif- 
tians, may be inclined to afk, ** Who 
** is my neighbour ?" It is anfwered. We 
have not only the duty of charity impofed, 
but it*s nature and extent declared to us. 
The exefcife of it is not cut off, as the 
land is feparated by the waters : it is 
alfo left free and voluntary, intended to be 
direded according to our judgment, and in 
proportion to our ability ; and both in re* 
fpefl: to our judgment and ability, every man 
is a law of charity unto himfclf. The poor 

E 3 widow's 

* Dcut. viii. 9, + Job, xxix. 15, 16. 
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In behalf of public inditutions in favour 
of the afRifled and unfortunate^ it may juftly 
be argued that they are public' invitations to 
the diflreifed and the needy, and have^ in 
that refpeft, an advantage Over the private 
benefactions of the liberal. The diftreffcs 
of a fellow-creature may not be known to 
him who would relieve ; or, if known, the 
relief wanted may exceed the means for a 
fupply i or, from the nature of the cafe, the 
fufFerer may linger under his affliftions, be- 
caufe the remedy may not be within the 
compafs of his ability or procurement. But 
when the fons and daughters of adverfity, 
who have drunk deep of that bitter cup,, 
lie on the bed of iicknefs, or under the 
pains of a. fradlure, and know where the 
doors are open for their reception^ and that 
their admiflion is eafy, it is more than 
probable that they will lift up their dejcdcd 
countenances and diredt their voice to that 

aiyium. 

". orphan, or wipe the gufhing tear from the eyes of the 
*' widow, I may adminifter both in fo filent a manner, 
^' that neither they ihould feel the pain of receiving, nor 
^* the tainting breath of the world's promulgation difturb 
«* the quiet purpofe of my heart, brooding over it's un- 
•< fpcakablc tranfport in facrcd fccrcfy." 
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afylum. Sappofe, for a moment, that they 
were not to know the hand that could ad* 
mitthem, they could not but know thofe 
who would, at lead, Jead them thither, 
and feek them a friend in the time of their 
dreadful need. Diftrefs is unafFedted and 
'ever eloquent ; it calls the attention of the 
thoughtlefs, and finds accefs to the moil 
obdurate heart. If the afflifted '* alk/' they 
will ** receive ;" if they '* feek," they will 
not fail to ^* find /' if they ** knock, the door 
ff will be opened unto them*." Cold, hunger, 
and nakednefs are fometimes, alas! the 
wretched companions of health; but in 
iicknefs they muft (hake the moft robuft 
conftitution, and more frequently lay low in 
the duft the ftrongeft of the fons of men. 

Another argument in favour of public 
inftitutions for the purpofes of relief 
and affifVance to the fick, and the lame, 
is the very fpirit which it excites among 
our fellow-chriftians and fellow-citizens, 
among our ^^ kinsfolk and acquaint- 
•^ ancc ;"•{• it is having intercourfe, focicty, 

and 

« Matt. vii. 7. Luke xi. 9. 
t Luke ii, 44, 
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^nd communion with others in afts of he- 
ncficence ; it is a practical invitation to all 
to come and " do likewife." In many cafes, 
and with many people, precepts die away, 
they pafs over and are forgotten, but ex- 
amples prevail and are followed. Thefe con- 
fiderations, added to an honeft and judicious 
difpofition of the jpublic ftock, will, in time^ 
bring over the fpeculative approvers of our 
inftitutign to clafs themfelves among the 
willing benefactors ; and, in proportion to 
the increafe of the means for its fupport^ 
the utility of the inftitution will be corj-^ 
firmed and extended- 

Thofe who now folicit your affiftance^ 
folicit in behalf of others, not of themfelves^ 
Did the fucceflion of patients who have beea 
benefited by the bequefts made to our county- 
hofpital, prefent themfelves before you, they 
might, probably, plead with more fuccefs ; 
but, having obtained the advice and afliftance 
which their feveral cafes required, they are re- 
turned to the proteftionof their families, the 
comfort of their friends, and to the fervice of 
• their country. The annual ftated accounts are 
authentic documents in proof of the matter 
of faft. But further, the defign of this infti- 
tution 
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tution is not only favorably circumftanced in 
rcfpedb to the difintereftedncfs which attends 
the folicitations of its advocates, but the 
neceflities of the patients are fuch as arife 
from cafual, unforefcen, and involuntary 
diftrefs. If any objedts defer ve relief, thofe 
furely have a good claim to it for whom we 
DOW plead; their ficknefs and infirmities have 
not been the immediate purchafe of vice, but 
are the fatherly vifitations of the wife and 
good providence of God, as well, poffibly, to 
try the virtue of benevolence in us, as thofe 
of patience and refignation in them. To thefe. 
confiderations let me add one more, which is 
neceffarily and immediately connefted with 
the others, in order to carry them finally 
into effeft ; for it ought not to pafs unob- 
ferved, that it is no fmall encouragement to 
the cafting in our mites, that we may reft 
aiTured that we (hall have faithful proxies 
in the difpofition of our benefactions. 

Thefe and fimilar inftitutions for an al- 
moft infinite variety of diftreffing cafes, 
which cannot be fufficiently provided for by- 
law, have reflefted much honor upon our 
national charadlcr. The great number of 

them 
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tfaem planted in the metropolis and in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and the generous 
fupport they have received, and the fpirit 
\vith which they have been conducted, have 
defervedly diflinguilhed us as Britons, in 
this reipedt, above all other people in Eu- 
rope. But we mud not take to ourfelves 
any further (hare in this honorable di(linc* 
tion, than what we are juftly entitled unto. 
This county, to which we more particularly 
belong, is of large extent; and as it contains 
many objects of our bounty, fo ought it to 
iend forth many benefadtors to their necef- 
fity ; for our affluence is certainly more than 
proportionate to our population. PotTeiTed 
of the means, and convinced of the occa- 
fion for the exercife of thofe means> by 
the authentic annual reports of the hofpital, 
we fbould endeavour, with a laudable and 
difcreet emulation^ to raife our provincial 
character to its due equality with others of 
our countrymen. 

The particular charity under our prefent 
cohiideration has hitherto had to ftrugglc 
with all the difficulties attendant on a new 
inftitution ; the fettling of proper rules for its 

government. 
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government, the purchafe of a convenient 

and healthful fituatlon ; and the eredion of 

a building, (which confefledly is elegantly 

plain,) have employed much time and money; 

it now only waits for the generous fpirit 

of a large and opulent county to be com- 

mendably exerted in order to give it n full 

and ample fupport. It has already done 

great and ex ten five good, and by the further 

foftering care of thofe, who, as patrons and 

bencfadlors to this charity, are really in- 

terefted in its fuccefs, would appear in full 

vigor and maturity. We all profefs our- 

felves chriftians, and (hould, therefore, live 

under the influence of the precepts of chrif- 

tianify, and the example of its great preacher, 

without regarding the petty difficulties and 

frivolous objedions that are thrown in our 
way. 

If the Samaritan was ready to exert him- 
felf, and Open his heart and his purfe in be- 
half of the traveller paffing on his journey 
between Jerufalem and Jericho, who being a 
jew had, on ordinary occafions, no com- 
merce or intercourfe with the Samaritan, 
confequently no other tye in his eftimation 
linked them together than that of humanity, 
much more ought we, who are here aflfem-^ 

bled 
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bled together, to feel for thofe whofe caufS 
IS this day pleaded before you, not only as 
men, but as chriftians ; not only as our 
countrymen, but as thofe of our houfehold. 
Local confiderations make their cafe more 
nearly connected with our duty; *' if any 
" provide not for his own, and efpecially 
** for thofe of his own houfe^ he hath de- 
** nied the faith, and is worfe than an in- 
** fidel*/* As fellow-creatures, and fellow- 
chriftkns, they have a good title to our beft 
fervices ; as our countrymen and neighbours^ 
they are placed under our more immediate 
obfervation and protediori. 

We are bound by interefl as well as 
charity to affift the laborious poor. Coni- 
inon occalions may find relief in the more 
common' way; but extraordinary occafions 
necciTarily require extraordinary remedies. 
And it will be hard to fay, where, but in a 
public or county hofpital, fufficiently fup.-, 
ported and judicioufly conduced, thefe 
remedies can be found, either fo comfort- 
ably or fo efiedually to the patient. The 
improvement of the healing art^ from the 

variety 

* I Tim, V. 8, 
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variety of cafes which call* for medical 
affiftance, is another argument in favour of 
our caufc, of confidcrable advantage to the 
community at large. 

Finally, Let the merits of the whole un- 
dertaking then reft upon their own proper 
ground. Let the feelings or paflions of 
men, or, if thefe are fufpicious motives, as 
more eafily imputable to partial afFedion and 
delufive appearances, let the difpaflionate 
judgment of mankind, formed only upon 
reafon and matter of fadl, direft the hand 
that withholds, and the hand that gives. It 
is, perhaps, in more fenfes than one, ** more 
*' bleffed to give, than to receive.*' 

The colledted reafon s in favour of this 
laudable and charitable inftitution arife, 
with a convincing force to willing minds, 
from the laws of nature, and the pofitive 
written word of God ; from the example of 
Chrift, whofe followers and difciples we 
profefs ourfelves, and whofe whole life was 
employed in afts of mercy and kindnefs, and 
in doing good. Other reafons were fug- 
gefted as well from certain inftindtive feel- 
ings, as from motives of temporal intereft, 
whether we confider that the cafe of thcfc 

afflifted 
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afHifted objeds may be our own, or that 
' we may be deprived of the ferviccs of the in*- 
duftrious mechanic, who " formcth the 
** mattock and the plough,** or of the la- 
bourer who tilleth the earth and gathereth 
in the corn for our fupport and pleafure, or 
of the herdfman who walteth on the flocks 
which yield our covering and our food. 

By the wife ordering of. almighty God, 
all his creatures are made dependent upon 
him, and that dependence is a continued, 
though iilent, admonition to obey him : 
the dependence which he hath alfo or- 
dained to fubfifl between one man and ano* 
ther, in a continued feries, is alfo a further 
excitement to the obfervance of his laws in 
the difcharge of all relative duties, and the 
exercife of fundry moral virtues. And it is 
rightly argued by the apoftle John, ** If any 
" man fay, I love God, and hateth his 
** brother, he is a liar : for he that loveth 
** hot his brother whom he hath feen, how 
*' can he love God, whom he hath not 
*' feen? And this commandment have we 
'* from him, that he who loveth God, love 

his 
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^' his brother alfo*." And fincc ** love is 
" the fulfilling of the law''*f , without any dif- 
tinftion, let us reraember the commendable 
and exemplary gencrofity of the good Sama- 
ritan, who gave no ear to his own prejudices ; 
who waited not to inquire, ** Who was his 
^* neighbour ?" for all men are brethren* 
Let us remember the important fequel in 
this facred ftory, the fignificant feal of ap- 
probation fot thereto by the blefled Jefus, in 
the inaportant and Jafting injundlion, " Go 
and do thou liJcewife." 

* X John iy. 20, ar. t Rom. xiii, lo. 
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SERMON in> 



THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS. 



PSALM xcvr. g. 

WORSHIP THE LORD IN THE BEAtJTY OF H0UWE3S, 

The lively and fpirited exhortations which 
holy David pours forth, in the pfalm before 
us, to worfhip and adore our God and 
father, not only command the attention, but 
convince the judgment. For, befides the 
eloquence of his language, there is argument 
even in his exhortations* He places the one 
true God, the Lord Jehovah, as the only ob- 
jedl of religious adoration ; and it was becaufe 
of his uniform worfhip of this one only true 
and invifible God, in oppofition to the poly- 
theifm, or multitude of gods, acknowledged 
in the caft, that the royal pfalmift was him- 

F 2 felf 

* Preached in the parilh«-church of Swinderby, in 
Ac county of Lincoln, on Sunday, April i8, I773» 
being the firft day of opening the church after new- 
fcating it, by the voluntary fubfcriptlon of foroc of the 
fzedidders and others* 
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felf called, " the man after God's own heart/* 
Our divipe poet goe$ on, and invites ** all the 
** whole earth to fing unto him, to praife his 
^' name, to declare his honour, and hi? 
f* wonders to the heathen, and to all people/' 
He admirably defcribes the infinite and un- 
meafurable diftapce between the creature and 
the creator, and the fuperiprity of Jehovah 
to the gods of the heathen, by declaring, that 
^' he is great, and cannot worthily be praifed j 
** that he is more to be feared than all gods. 
*' He it is that made the heavens : glory and 
^' worfhip are before him ; power and honour 
*' are in his fandtuary.'- The fame holy man 
feconds his invitation to worfhip this great, 
and good, arid only God, by pointing out 
to us the way. ** Afcribe," fays he, ** O 
^' ye kindreds of the people, afcribe unto the 
** Lord, worfhip and power ; afcribe unto 
'* the Lord the honour due unto his name. 
5* Bring prefents" that is, an humble and 
contrite heart, the only offering, or fecrifice, 
Ayhich he will accept, *' and come into his 
'* courts," or, in other words, come and con- 
tinue in his more immediate prefence. ** O 
*f worfhip the Lord in the beauty of holi- 
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This audience needs not to be told the 
bccafion of my making choice of this text 
for my fubjeft ; and I conceive the prefent 
to be no unfavourable opportunity of explain- 
ing fo important a paflage in our bible. 

" To w^orljbip the Lord," is a duty acknow- 
ledged ty the jew, and the unbeliever, as 
well as the chriftian. It may, there fore^ 
feem needlefs to dwell upon any proofs ; but 

Si 

of fuch great importance is this command, 
that there is no paffing over even fo plain 
and acknowledged a truth, without noticing it 
more particularly. T^he light of . nature 
direds us to a firft caufe, or author, of every 
thing ; of ouf creation, prefervation, and all 
the bleffings of this life. Indeed all the 
rational part of the creation acknowledges, 
and every part of the works of creation proves 
it. It is an imriiutable truth therefore, that 
there is a God. He it was, that created 
tint heavens out of nothing; tliat faid. Let 
tfie earth be,* and the earth was : Let us 
make man in our image, and nian was 
created. And as our firft coming into life 
proves him our creator, fo our continuance 
in life proves hirii our proteftor. The blcT- 

F 3 fings 
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fings which we daily and hourly receive from 
him, rnake him defervedly to be confidered 
as our benefaftor ; and the exigence of that 
future world which he has. provided for \js, 
and made known to us by Jefus Chrift, de- 
monftratcs hijn our beft and greateft frieud. 

Thus ijiuch may fuffice to remind you, 
who it is that is our God ; and of the neqef- 
fity of giving worihip unto him, and unto 
him only, who is the Lord of life and deaths 
It is now to be explained to you what we 
may umderftand the pfalmift to mean by 
worfliipping him in the beauty of holinefs. 
With this view, we will diftinftly confideF, 
what and how much the expreflion may bq 
prefumed to import in it's literal, before wet 
explain its proper and more important fcnfe. 

Let us confider it for a moment to mean 
the decent appearance of the place fet apart 
for the public religious worihip pf almighty 
God, and, therefore, emphatically and pro-, 
perly called the '^ hoiife of God." Thia 
place, in which we now meet together to 
offer up our common prayers and praifesj, 
has been lately put into a decent, and proper 
condition. Much has been done in this good 

and 
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And laudable wofk ; little now remains to be 
done by u$. May others in this country 
follow our example ; nuy they^ like us, be 
willing and ready to fupport that houfe where 
the worfhippers of God afTemble, and to 
preferv^e it elegantly plain* The heathens 
ipared no pains to adorn the temples of 
thofe, that were no gods ; but chriftians^ in 
modern times, do little to preferve from falling 
to the ground the temples of the living God. 
The little out-goings for the fupport of 
decency and conveniency in our churches 
(hould in ibmc meafure be coniidered as an 
offering to God, as well as a credit to oyr- 
felves. And now we have gone through 
a confiderable part of this work, let me 
aflc. Do we not feel both a pleafure and 
a fatisfadtion in the completion of what we 
all along knew to be right, proper, and 
qecei&ry ? Have we not a commendabl? pride 
m the progreft we have made in the repa- 
ration of this church? I appeal to former 
work; which we have done^ in which each 
bore a fhare, and not to the lafl: neceilary 
improvement, which we owe to the generous 
canti[ibutions of others. We now look upon 

F 4 the 
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die whole with pleafurc: and when our 
children in time to come jfhallfay. What 
meant they by thefe things ? the anfvver 
will be, Thefe arc the deeds of thofe, whofe 
^rneft defire it was to " worfhip the Lord 
in the beauty of holinefs.*^ Be rt our bufinefs. 
not to pleafe the eye, but to reform the Iieart ; 
to meet together; not as triflers to gaze oir 
the works of art, to commend the outward 
beauty of the edifice, but, as fervants of 
Gbd, to meditate on the awful prefence of 
that pure fpifit, who requires his worfhip- 
pers to worfhip him in fpirit and in truth j 
to recoHed: that We are- not in the houfe of 
feafting, but that we are ftlnding before hirriv 
who has declared that he will " look upon: 
him only, who is of a poor and contrite 
fpirit, and wha trerableth at his word.'^ 
^ But it is time to confiderwhat it is to wor* 
fhip the Lord in- the beauty of holinefs, m its 
proper and more important fenfe. 

We muft, once for aH, call to mind, thar 
** God is a fpirit,'' and that " he muft be 
** worftiipped in fpirit and in truth/* tha-t 
is, he muft be worftiipped with the mind in- 
finccrity. To addrefs himr with our lipa, 

while 
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while our hearts are far from him, is the 
moft daring impiety ; for, at the fame time 
that it proves our knowledge of his power, 
it proves alfo our contempt of his authority. 
Such hypocrify we dare * not ufe towards 
men, in matters which are open to their 
eyes ; and fhall we vainly imagine, that that 
God doth not perceive, ** to whom all 
" hearts are open, all defires known, and 
** from whom no fecrets arc hidden ?" 

From good authority we are told, that, 
*' not every one that faith Lord !' Lord \ 
** fhali enter into ths kingdom of heaven, 
'^ but he that doe th the will of our father 
** who is in heaven." No, it cannot be 
the overflowing of the tongue, that fhall be 
judged an acceptable offering in the fight of 
God. What though we chant forth our 
hallelujahs in adls of fecial worfliip, will he 
regard us, if we attend to the found and loic ' 
thefenfcj if we ftudyonly the harmony of 
the voice, of the tabret, or the harp, but 
accompany them not with the fincere devo- 
tion of the heart ? Neither is this all. For 
if we come to the public worfhip of God, 
aad wi(h to perfuade ourfelves when we go 
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thence, that our religious exercires will be ap* 
proved ; it muft be remembered, that to rcn-* 
dcr our prayers efFedlual, they muft influence 
our conduft and deportment, by an habitual 
and ferious attention to every religious and 
moral duty. And, as cuftom is a fecond 
nature, it will greatly become the parent 
and the mafter to diredt, if not to fuperintend 
the proper employment of the lord's day by 
his children and family. Young minds, 
like tender branches, may be dlreded as the 
teacher or hufbandman willeth j and yet 
how often may we obferve young perfons 
engaged in play, while the elder ones think 
themfelves at leaft innocently employed, if 
the day be devoted to indolence and inat- 
tention. They may, indeed, occafionally 
boaft of coming to church, and though wq 
cannot deny the fadt, we may rcafonably 
fuJfpecS: the motive. Men are ftrangely 
backward to difcharge the eafieft means of 
promoting a juft fenfe of religious duties^ 
not confidering that they are every day ren- 
dered more agreeable by habit ; and, in their 
confequences, contribute to convince us that 
the pleafures of fin are but for a mtment, 

while 
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whik the pleafures of virtue and holincfs arc 
not only fatisfaflory, but durable. You will 
not, however, fuppofe, that ads of piety oa 
our fabbath v^rill cancel ads of knavery, oi: 
the commifljjon of vice, on th^ fucceeding 
d*y, but the contrary ; for if o\it lives pafa 
on, in our intercourfes with each other, in 
oppo.fition to the law of God, our afts of 
devotion are nothing better than £j many 
multiplied adls of hypocrify, a fin highly 
difpleafing and ofFenfive before almighty 
God. 

To worfl^ip God in the *' beauty of holi- 
ncfs'* extendeth alfo to private prayer, a duty 
a.s ftridly enjoined as that of public: and 
family prayer may be particularly edifying^ 
H.0W pleafing a fight to fee this duty re- 
gularly and decently conduced, where all 
])arts of the houfehold, who pafe together 
through life's bufy day, in their feveral fta^*- 
tions and departments, meet together, before 
they clofc their eyes to fleep, to return 
thanks, and pour forth their praifes, to God $ 
ajid.to beg a bleffing upon them, and theirs, 
of that Being who has been their creator, 
and is their governor and friend. 

In 
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In a few words : the true fpirit of holinefrf 
Xvill direft men to frequent intercourfes witfe 

« 

ilmighty God, and the *' beauty of holi- 
nefs" confifteth in that intercourfe being- 
made a reafonable fervice, deferving the 
attention of that power to whom it is ad- 
drefled, and becoming rrian whom reafori 
and revelation diredl to fall down before 
him. *' Let the whole earth ftand in awe 

* of him, (as the fame pfalm eipreffes it, J 

* tell it among the heathen, that the Lord 
^ is king, and that it is he who hath made 

^ the round world fo faft, that if cannot 
' be moved; and how that he fhall judg^" 

* the people righteoufly. Let the heavens 
' rejoice, and let the earth be glad ; Jet 

** the fea make a noife and all that therein* 
Let the field be joyful, and all that 



is. 



is in it : then (hall all the trees of the 
wood rejoice before the Lord. For he 
Cometh, for he cometh to judge the 
earth, aod with righteoufnefs to judge the' 
world, and the people with truth." But, 
as God feeth not, as man feeth, it is not the' 
formalities of worihip, nor a frequent repe- 
tition, of our prayers, that of themfclves* 

are^ 
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iare judged acceptable; for, if the tongue 
fpeaketh not the language of the heart, how 
Ihall we expedl our petitions to be heard ? 
God judgeth from the fecret fprings of the 
heart, and not from the outward appearance, 
which is the only criterion of our judgment 
with our fellow- creatures. To wor(hip God 
in fpirit, is to worfhip him with the undcr- 
ftanding; to worfhip him in truth-, is to 
worfliip him with fincerity. Having fo 
far difcharged a pofitive command, to carry 
with us the good hupreflions of this holy 
exercifcj into the concerns of life, is ftriftly 
and in the beft fenfe to *' worfhip the Lord 
*^ in the beauty of holinefs." 

As we have laboujed, I truft, from a good 
principle to make our place of public meet- 
ing becoming our errand and bufincfs here ; 
we have nothing left for the prefent, but to 
make a good and wife ufe of thefe neceflary 
improvements. And as, in its prefent fitu- 
ation,. it is now rendered commodious, we 
ihould endeavour to habituate ourfelves to 
the more important duty of a regular attend- 
ance on the public fervice of God, and to 
(lir up and nourifh v^ithin ourfelves a proper 

ferioufnefs 
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feriourners and devotion, rcmcmbfering whT> 
it is that hath promifed, that ** whciic two 
** or three arc gathered together in hit 
** name, he will he in the midft of them/' 

Let us now, my brethren, pray, that we 
may w6r(hip the one God and father of all, 
through whom we live, move, and have our 
being, in fpirit and in truth, and in tlm 
beauty of holinefs ; that the prayers which 
we may at all times offer up to his divine 
xnsLjeiiy may be duly regarded by ourfelves ; 
and that we may return from fuch bblatioins 
of prayers and praifes, improved and edified^ 
and be thereby rendered meet partakers in 
the many bleflings of his providence in thii 
^orld, and in rfie happiriefs refervfed for us 
in that which is to come. 
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SERMON IV. 



THE SPIRIT OF INDUSTRY RECOMMENDED. 



n THESSALONIANS^ III. 10. 



WHfeN WE WERE WITH YOU, tHIS WE COMMANDED YOU, 
THAT IF ANY WOULD NOT WORK, NEITHER SHOULD 
HE EAT. 

The apoftle Paul has given in this chapter 
fome admirable moral precepts to the people, 
to whom he was writing. He had been fome 
time refident at ThefTalonica, and while he 
was with them, and after he had left thern^ 
gave them fuch inftrudlions in the know- 
ledge of the gofpel of Chrift, and in refpedl 
to their moral condudl, as their fituatioti 
reqaired. He is fuppofed to have written 
the two epiftles-or letters addreffed to the 
ThefTalonians, from Corinth, while he flayed 
there, after his flight from TheiTalonica. 
For the jew$, ever jealous of the admiffion 

of 
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of the gentiles, (of whom the majority of 
the church of Theflalonica confided,) to 
the fame privileges with themfelves, raifed 
fuch a difturbance, that Paul and Sylvanus 
were obliged fuddenly to withdraw, and 
were purfued to Berea. Paul afterwards fled 
to Athens, and thence removed to Corinth. 

The inftru<ftions contained in the very 
cjiapter before us had particular rtfpcS: 
to the behaviour of the ThefTalonians, and 
adverted to evil pradlices, whether founded 
on acquired habit, or on early and inveterate 
prejudice. And the dodrine of our apoftlc 
had reference alfo to his own commendable 
pradice, of which the Theflalonians them- 
felves had been witriefles. " We have 
** wrought (faith he, meaning himfelf and 
" the gentile converts) with labour and tra- 
** vail night and day, that we might not be 
** chargeable to any of you/* And our fur- 
ther motive for fo doing was, ** to make 
*^ ourfclves an enfample unto you to follow 
*^ us ; for, if you remember, when we were 
" with you, this we commanded you, that 
** if any would not work, neither fliould 
^* he ear/' Neither is the example of Paul, 

without 
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without the fandion of the eacafnple of 
Chrift hic^elf, even in hand- labour. Our 
blefled Wrd, in the early part of his life, 
worked at the bufinefs of a carpenter, the 
particular occupation of his father Jofeph. 
When he entered upon, and while he con- 
tinued difcharging the duties of his miniftry, 
he never ceafed ^* to go about doing goodly"! 
or, ** to do the v^ill of him that ient him, 
<' and to finifh his work*)*/' And Paul 
himielf was employed in the fame good 
work, ''^ in labours more abundant than 
'* other miniAers of Chrift : in wearinefs 
and painfulnefs, in watchings often, and 
in daily care of the churches* j:/ 
Induftry is a virtue and a duty that, in a 
great degree, fecures the afTurance of its own 
reward, even in this prefent fyi^em or life, 
in which we now live, and is found, (inde- 
pendent of higher confiderations,) to be an 
indifpenlible requifite, not only to any pro- 
ficiency in our refpedive callings and worldly 
advancement, but even to our fubfiftence and 
, comfortable 

• Afis X. 38. X a Cor. xu aj, 27, 28. 

t John iv, 34. 
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comfortable living in th« world. Whjr ^n 
ihould we not endeavour and labour ia die 
pradice of virtue, with as much care anil 
pains as others, or perhaps ourfeh^es^ take in 
the commiffion of viice i Why fhould we not 
be as induftrious in our bu£bcd& and occti« 
pation, as others or ourfelves are in the 
purfuit of unprofitahle pleafures ? 

We have had maiiy inftances; of the great 
fruits of induflvy in. the uawearied appll- 
eation of meo» obherwife of very moderate 
oatuf al abilitks, who, hut for their appli- 
cation and indiiftry> would Jiave loA their 
ufefulneiis and their di(Hini3ifim in the wodd. 
In thefe perfons^ the. mind hafi been bene- 
fited by fludy,. aind. has gained thereby an 
iqiprovemcnt o£ underftandiog^ alxmg wiitb 
other knowledge ;. in the fame manner as> the 
body, by exerciie, acquires zQivlty ziong 
with ftrength,^ 

Induftry, in one fliape or other^ is e&n^ 
tially neceiTary to. every iituation,. homevec 
elevated, or however dcpre&d, if we: hope 
to derive happinefs to ourfelves, or benefit 
to the public. It is as neceflkry to ptc- 
jferve the comforts of life, a$ to obtain them -, 

and 
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*nd is as neccffary for the fccurlty of our 
virtue as for either. In the mind of man 
there is an adive principle^ which mufl be 
employed ; it is, therefore, the part of a wife 
man to give that principle a right dire<ftion. 
Indiiftry^ while it gives food and raiment to 
the poor man, gives him alfb, in common 
with his fuperiors, vigor of mind, and adds 
credit to his charafter. It will be the beft 
prefcrvative of the innocence and the health 
of both. There is a wife neceffity for the 
exercife of induftry, though differently cir- 
cuxkififanced, in all ranks of people. And 
it is, or may be, the happy reflediion of 
the poor man, which will keep down any 
murmurings at the difpenfations of an infi- 
nitely wife and juft God, that by an habit 
of induftry he will find the fatigue of labour 
leflencd, and the enjoyments of life increafed. 
His mind will be free to think, that if his 
lot foribids him the pofiefiion of luxuries, he 
hbs all the neceiTaries of life; and, that, 
under the blcfling of God, he enjoys thefc 
through the work of his own hands. His 
family, which, in early life, appeared a tax 
«pon his narrow income, will be the treafure 

G 2 of 
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of his growing years, and, if educated In the 
fame virtues, innocence and indudry, will 
be the joy and glory, and fupport of his 
old age. Should he even find, in the courie 
of his concerns with the world, that misfor- 
tunes frequently endanger or even break 
down the little ramparts which his induftry 
had raifed for his fecurity ; he will be more 
patient to bear thofe misfortunes, becaufe 
they will not be attended with the mortir 
fying refledion, that they are the confe- 
queiice of his own vice or mifcondudt. 
His very habit of induftry will teach him 
^* the great art and philofophy of life, to 
make the beft of the prefent, whether it 
be good or bad ; and to bear the one with 
reiignation and patience, and enjoy the other 
with thankfulnefs and moderation.*' 

The labours of the field, regularly fol- 
lowed with diligent attention, which pre- 
fuppofes the friendly afliftiance' of tempe- 
rance,, will prove the fource of good health 
and regular fpirits. General exercife will 
benefit the whole man, as certainly as the 
partial exercife of the arm or the leg, wilt 
improve the ftrength and power of that 

particular 
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particular limb*. But, when wft turn our 
eyes on the voluptuous man, to him who; 
finks his nature in the indulgence of in- 
glorious and unmanly pleafures and effe- 
minacy, we may obferve that the difufe of 
application enfeebles his mind, equally the 
fame as the want of exercife enervates his 
body. From this indulgence he generates a 
general relaxation, and, in a ftate of relaxation, 
all the powers and faculties of man are loft. 

The very reverie of all this we find to be 
the cafe of the induftrious poor man. The 
plain, but wholefome and chearful, board of 
the villager is the objedt of admiration and 
envy. Health, appetite and fpirits ; alter- 
Date refl and adlion, mark for their own the 
hardy fons of temperance and induftry. On 

G 3 the 

• " Wherever the ftate of fociety is fuch as to create 

" many wants and defires, which cannot be fatisfied 

*• without regular exertions of induftry, the body, 

" accuftomed to labor, beconoes robuft, and patient of 

^^ fatigue. In a more fimple ftate, where the demands 

" of men are fo few, and fo moderate, that they may be 

" gratified, almoft without any effort, by the fpontanc- 

*' ou8 produdions of nature^ the powers of the body are 

" not called forth, nor can they attain their proper 

" ftrcngth." Robcrtfon's Hiftory of America, vol. i. 

k» iv. p. 293. 
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the^ contraty, a fickly habit, a palled ap^ 
jjctite, and low fpirits ; rejWcfs nights and 
tedious days are the companions of all' the 
£bns and daughters of idlenefa. 

It is needlefs to enlarge on the general oc-^ 
cafion for the exercife of the fpirit of in-^ 
duftry in the demands of focial life. Every 
feparate prpfefTion or calling hath its diftiii£t 
appointments, independent of thofe du(ies 
which refult from our chriftian charadteTjj 
and fhould occupy fome portion of our 
time and pains in the fervice of univerfaj 
benevolence towards our fellow -creatures^ 
The huihandman is engaged in the ^eld» 
he tilleth the earth and fubdueth it, and 
maketh it to bring forth its incrcafe for the 
feryice of man ; the artificer is employed in 
furnifliing the conveniences of life; the 
fpldier carrieth his arms in defence of his 
country, he quitteth the peaceful abode of 
retirement, and hafteneth to the toil and 
fatigue of the camp j the mariner faileth on 
tl\e rough element, the fea, he guideth the 
helm of his yefiTel through the fame, and is 
employed in the protection of his country, 
©r extenfion of its commerce. Each has his 

allotted 
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allotted port&>n of employment and duty. 
All the various! profedions and arts, in which 
mankind are occupied, are found to be mu- 
tually uibful and neceiTary, but, in fome 
refped^, they are varioufly circumflanced. 
Some employ men t6 are productive of more 
hedthy others lead more diredly to honorft, 
while others are the fouroes of greater profit. 
Some are fuited to one difpoiition and con- 
ftitution',, fome to another. One exaCt ba«> 
lance ibems to poife the whole. But, with- 
out iadi^ry, all tbeie purfuits, notwith*- 
ftanding they be accompanied with many 
favourable concurring circumftances, will 
hi\ of iticceis, Happy is he whofe refolution 
will bear him out» for ^^ the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich," faith the wiijb 
king.* « He fhall bear rulef." " His 
'' foul fhall be made fat|.'' <' Seeft thou a 
man diligent in his bufinefs ? He fhall 
fland before kings; he fhall not fland 
** before mean men§.'' Wealth gotten by 
vanity (that is, diOionefty) fhall be dimi- 
nifhed, but , he that gathereth by labour, 

G 4 " fhall 

♦ Pf6v« X. 4. t P^v. xii. 244 

t Prov. xiit. 4. ^ Ptov. xxii. 29^ 
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*' fhall increafc*/*^ And wc Earc a coxti-* 
mon exprcflion among us, that, ** Wealth 
** Worked for wears bcft." Nature hath 
*• bcftowed mines on fevcral parts of the 
** world, but their riches are only for the 
induftrious and the frugal. Whomever 
elfe they vifit, it is with the diligent and 
fobcr only they ftay. Let wealth be ac- 
** quired by induftry, and there, is great pro- 
•* bability that frugality will keep it; for 
*' what is gotten flowly and affiduoufly, it 
*^ is not in the nature of man haftily to 
•' laviih away.-f-" , - . 

Solon, the Athenian lawgiver, ordered in-* 
quifition to be made, from time to tinier 
what way of living every man had, and the 
iile to be punifhed. So highly did he think 
of an habit of induftry, that he " provided 
^* that no fon, whofe father had not brought 
*' him up in fome honeft wiay of buiinefs, 
*' (hould be obliged to maintain him if he 
'• came to age and poverty J." So neceflary 

did 

♦ Prov. xiii. !!• 

+ <• Locke's Works," edit, X727, vol. ii. p. 35, and 
*• Campbell's Polit. farvcy." vol. ii. p. 136. notfc (y) 
% •* View of anti#tClaw8." p. J187. 
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V 

did this wife man think it to make provifioni 
for induftiy, that he would endeavour to fe- 
cure it to the Athenians at the expence of 
thofe parents who negledted to teach it to 
their children. And even ^' the Indiaa 
*^ gymnofophids had fuch an averfion to a 
'^ ilothful ufelefs life^ that when the cloth 
f' was laid at their public dinners^ all the 
young men who were invited went 
through an examination, * What way 
they took to^ do any fervice to mankind ? 
♦* And what wife thing they had faid or 
** done that day ?* And thofe who could 
** give no good account of themfelvcs, were 
*' turned out of doors, and made to faft*,*' 
being coniidered as having no claim to a 
place at the banquet or feafl, without hav«» 
ing firft done fomething worthy of men. 
Genuine induftry is at once *' frugal, 
though not ungenerous : its end being 
that of felf-prefervation and moderate en^ 
joyment, its little fuperfluities are often 
employed in ads of generofity and bene*- 
^* ficence-j-.*' Induftry, though it promifes^ 

cannot 

♦ " View of anticnt lawf," p. 288. 
t Brown's •« Iftimatc," vol. i. p. 154. 
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cannot always infure fucccfs ; but when tJie 
fobcr and dHigent man falls, he falls much 
pitied and lamented. The petitions of the 
unfortunate are ever eloquent. The moft 
powerful perfuafion hangs on the tongue of 
induftrioQS poverty ; and unmerited misfer*- 
tunes, while they try the fortitude of the 
fufFerer, excite the tendereft emotions in 
every breaft, not loft to the feelings of 
humanity. Every heart that is not wrap-* 
ped up within itfdf muft experience &n» 
£itions, which will feek to be gratified- in 
the relief of him, whoie diftrefles were not 
purchafed by wilfu) neglefts of duty, or 
vicious pradices. 

Induihy is the parent of conomon prtr* 
dence. Solomc»i hath ient us to the moft 
induftrious of the infedt- world for a pattern 
and example. '* Go to the ant, diou Aug- 
•• gard," lays he, *• confider her ways and 
•* be wife; who having no guide, over- 
** fecr, or ruler, provideth her meat in the 
*^ fummer, and gathereth her food in the 
^* haneft. How long wilt thou fleep, O 
•' fluggarJ ? When wilt thou arife out of 
*• thy fleep ? So Ihall thy poverty come as 

•* ene 



•^ one that travelleth, and thy"* want as aa 
^^ armed man*." And, left we (hould fail 
to benefit by this admonition and example^ 
the fame wife maoi in the fpirit of truth, 
enumerates fome of the fatal confequences of 
idlenefs, /• Prowfinefs/' adds he, ** ihall 
•* clothe a man in rags-f/' •* The hand of 
** the flothful ihall be under tribute^." 
•♦ And his foul (hall fuiFer hunger§." And 
clfewhere writes the fon of Sirach, " Better 
^' is he that laboureth and aboundeth in all 
*' things ; than he that boafteth himfelf, 
^' and wantcth bread ||.'* 

It is fome argument that the reward of in-r 
duftry isfeldom very diftant. ** He that til- 
•* leth his land," that is, he who exercifeth 
himfelf in the honeft induftry of his calling, 
^* flxall be fatisfied with bread*." And 

habit 

♦ Prov. vi. 6-«iii f Prov. xxiii. 21. 

X Prov. xii. 24. § Prov xix. 15. 

H Ecclus. X. 27. So abhorrent was idlenefs in the 
fight of an heathen tyrant, Epaminondas, prince . of 
Thebes, that it is recorded of him, that he had fuch ha- 
tred to idlenefs, that finding one of his captains ^iKep in 
the day-time, he flew him ; for which a£t being reproved 
by his nobles, he replied, << i left him, as I found him,'' 
comparing idle men to dead men« 

** Prov.xiii II, 
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habit or pradicc will make that indaftry far 
more pleafant than all the lifllefs leifure of 
idhntfs, for he who knoweth not what it is 
to be rejgularly and fully employed, is, and 
for ever will be, as entire a ftranger to 
the true enjoyment of leifure, ad the de- 
voted fenfualift is to appetite and pleafure. 
This was owned by one who, engaged iq 
the bufinefs of the world, impatiently and 
imprudently fought to feclude himfelf, at 
once and of a fudden, from the bufy fccne^ 
*^ I toiled year after year with chearful- 
*^ nefs,*' faid a merchant, *' in expeftation of 
•• the happy hour in which I might be idle j 
*^ the privilege of idlenefs is attained, but 
** has not brought with it the bleffing of 
** tranquillity." 

To this induftry in acquiring a reafonable 
provifion for thofe, whom nature bids to 
Jcok up to us for protection and fupport, 
muft be added a prudent care in preferving 
it. And to effedt the enjoyment of thofe 
fair profpeds which may open to our view, 
we muft poflcfs our mite with a full truft and 
confidence in almighty God, and with per- 
fect contentment under, and thankfulnefs 

for. 
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for, his difpenfations towards us. AdfXuC 
the honed: and induflrious man to meet with 
many and grievous misfortunes ; thefe are 
the portion of the human race, and he is 
not to plead exemption from the lot of mor- 
tals. But he will find fure refuge in an un- 
accufing confcience i he will not feel the 
flings of felf'Condemnation, his own reflec- 
tions will ipeak peace to his mind; theie 
comforts and confolations he is poiTeiled of 
within himfelf, and they are pofTeflions which 
will not fail him. But, befides thefe, where 
all honeft means have failed of fuccefs ia 
obtaining a competency, every neighbour 
would, I trufl, be ready and willing to con- 
tribute his reafonable fliare, according to his 
ability, towards the relief of our fober and 
induftrious, but unfortunate and diftrefTcd 
brethren. It is indeed the induftrious poor ; 
thofe, who, like the great apoftle and his 
followers, *^ have wrought with labour and 
** travail night and day, that they might 
" not be chargeable to any of you,*" that 
ought to be the iirft objedls of our bounty. 
To relieve every being clothed in rags, with- 
out 

* Compare this w'icb a Cor. xi. 9, 
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cut diftindlion, or inquiry into the f>ccafiotl 
' of their dlftrefs, is radiiCcretion, at the bcft j 
and muft, in its confequenccs, leiTen our bene- 
•fadlions to more deferving perfons. Suppofe 
that we arc fatisfied from our own know- 
ledge, or from oth^r reafonable aflkranccs, 
that thefe miferabk obje<9:s are able, but 
unwilling to earn their bread by labour; 
or, having earned it, have wafted it on their 
vices, they ought rather to be configned to 
the corredtion of the laws of our country, in 
order to make trial of that expedient towards 
their reformation, and* to be an example to 
others, than to be nurtured by the lame 
foftering care, which is chiefly due to the 
fober and induftrious. By giving indifcrimi- 
nate affiftance, we (hoiild difcouristge hotleft 
induftry in our morfe deferving poor neigh- 
bours/ and caft a damp over all their cditi- 
mendable endeavours to obtain the meaiis 
for their own maintenance and fupport. 
There is^ a jcaloufy, and* there are certain 
feelings, in every honeft heart; which are 
hurt by being reducfed to the levfel, and 
treatedln the fame manner, with the idle, the 
profligate and undeferving. For want of 

making 
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fiiakiog X projper di£criiniiiatk>n> we (hilU u 
more ways th^n OQe» make an heavy rod 
£or our owa backs* and» at one ftroke, help 
to raiib. up vice» and deprefs the drooping 
bead of virtne. 

When the infirmities of age have made 
their advances* to a certain degree^ upon 
the poor man, it may then be too late to 
rule our condudt by the exad: meafure of 
his deferts. His age is his privilege^ and it 
mud <be allowed him. He may have been 
reduced by his vices* and in the proportion 
of the number of his years^ having added 
fin to fin, he is become the more unfit 
to die, though his wafting life is nearly 
run out : we muft not* however, in fuch a 
cafe* wreft judgment into our own hands; 
indeed* human nature is not inclined to do it. 
When time hath wreaked its vengeance on 
one of our fellow-creatures* nature recoils 
at the thought of any rough meafures ; and 
though his vicious life ihall juftly deferve 
our abhorrence* his near approach to death 
wiH receive commiferation* 

This pofiible cafe fhould, for obvious rea- 
fons* make us double our diligence and at- 
tention 



( "a ) 

tention to the poor, before they Have pafled 
the prime or meridian of life, that while we 
encourage honed induftry^ and improve their 
comforts and happinefs in this life, we may, 
by the very fame means, fecure their virtue, 
and improve their title to that infinite hap-- 
pinefs tendered to them in the world to 
come* 
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£2£KI£L XVlll; 31^ 32. 

« 

fcast away from you all your transgressions, 
Whereby ye Iiave transgressed 5 and make you 
a new heart, and a new spirit j for why will ye 
die, o house of israel? 

i have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saiththblord godj wherefore 7 urn yourselvesi, 
and live ye, 

The invitafioh and wirning given hy 
almighty God to the Ifriaelites,. by his pro- 
phet Bzekicl, are highly defer ving our ft - 

rioirt 

* Prcaclied in the parifli' church of Swin^erby, in the 

tounty of Lincoln 5 on I'riday February the 8th, 1784'} 

hting the day appointed, by proclamation, for a general faft. 

" The church,'* faith Dr. Jortin, *' ought to be very cau- 

" tious and fparing in appointing ftated fafts and thankf- 

** givingS ; ^Ife Her children will be refraSory ; and 

" like thbfe children in the market-places, • mentioned ?ti 

^' thegofpels, fhe may pipe to them, and they will not 

^^ dance ; and mourn to themj and they will nQt 

** lament." 

Jortln's Trails philological, &c. vol. i. p. 442. 
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nous attention. The people of Ifrael were 
given to the grofleft idolatry and to vicious 
pradtices^ not with (landing they were chofen 
of God to prefervc the unity of the divine 
worfliip againft the multitude ©f heathen 
deities. They were warned not only by pofi- 
tivc precepts, and the denunciation of punifh- 
ment upon their repeated offences, but in- 
vited by friendly argument and perfaafivc 
rcafoning. They were told that *^ the feral 
** that finned, it fhould die*:" that the 
robber, the murderer, the adulterer, the op- 
prefTor, the unjuft, the idolater, the ufurer, 
" fhould not live i' but that he (hould 
^^ furely die^ and his blood (hould be, 
'^ upon him ^f On the other hand ; Ifaiab 
alfb wrote to them , in the language of a 
friend, " Seek ye the Lord," faith he» 
^^ while he may be found, call ye upon him 
** while he is near. Let the wicked fbrfake 
** his way, and the unrighteous man his 
'* thoughts; and let him return unto the 
'* Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
** and to our God, for he will abundantly 
^' pardon j." And Ezekiel, in the fame 

chapter 

* Ezek. xviii. 4. f ib. xvi«. 13. % Ifaiah Iv. 6, 7^ 
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chapter whence our fubjedt is takeii,^» ex-^ 
preflcs himfelf to the fame cfFcd, ** The 
^' righteoufnefs of the righteous/* fays he» 
** (hall be upon him, and the wickednefs of 
^' the wicked (hall be upon him. But if 
^' the wicked (hall turn from all his fins 
^^ that he hath committed, and keep all my 
'' ftatutesy and do that which is lawful and 
right, he (hall furely live, he (hall not 
die. All his tranfgreilions that he hath 
committed, they (hall not be mentioned 
unto him : in his righteoufnefs that he 
'' hath done, he (hall live. Have I any 
** pleafure at all that the wicked (hould die, 
*' faith the Lord God ; and not that he 
*' (hould return from his ways and live ?" 

In the words of our text, the deftrudion 
of the houfe or kingdom of Ifrael is plainly 
(hited to be the confequcjice of their con- 
tinuance in their many tranfgrefHons ; and 
their prefervation is reprefented to depend 
upon their having a new heart, and a 
newfpirit; meaning thereby, an attention 
to the works of God's commandments, in- 
ftead of their boafted obfervance of rites and 

H 2 ceremonies ; 

* Ezeklel xviii. 20, 22. 



( ii6 ) 

ceremonies i or, their " turning themfclves 
*' to the, weightier matters of the law, judg* 
" mcnt, mercy, and faith; which they 
*' ought to have done, and hot to have left 
" the other undone*.'* And in another 
place, national forgivenefs h p'romifed to the 
fame people, upon the fame condition, in 
anfwer to the prayer of Solomon -f-. " The 
" Lord' appeared to Solomon by night, ^nd 
faid unto him, If my people which are 
called by my name, ifhall humble thcm- 
felveSj' and pray, and feek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways : then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
'* their fin, and. will heal their land. Now 
mine eyes fliall be open and mine ears at- 
tend unto the prayer that is made in this 
place." And be it obferved, that, in order 
to make the *^ humbling themfelves', the 
** praying to, and feeking God," efFeftual to 
the " forgivenefs of their fins, and the heal- 
** ing of their land, the turning from their 
*' wicked ways/' was an infepiirable and an 

indifpenfible condition. 

But 

♦ Matth. xxiii. 23. f zChron. viu 12 — 15- 
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But in the fccond vcrfe in the text, there 
fe exprefled an affeftionate intereft in, and 
regard for, the welfare of the people of 
Ifrael, *^ I have no pleafure in the death of 
" him that dieth, faith the Lord." And, to 
convince us ftill more, if poflible, of the 
infinite goodncfs and mercy of God, we arc 

« 

affured in fhe gofpel of the evangelift Luke*, 
that " joy fhall be in heaven over one finncr 
** that repentcth, more than over ninety 
** and nine juft perfons, who need no ne- 
'* pentance/^ 

Thefe threatenings, and thefe promifes 
of deliverance upon repentance and amend- 
ment, were made to a people fo nearly cir- 
ciimftanced like ourfelves in the general 
profligacy of manners, that we may truly 
fay with the apoftle Paul, *' ail thefe hap- 
** pened unto them for enfamples ; and they 
" are written for our admonition, upon 
^' whom the ends of the age are come. 
" Wherefore, let him that thinketh he 
'' ftandeth, take heed left he fall f /' 

From this reprefentation we miy affurediy 
conclude, that if we perform the conditions 
on which thefe fevcral promifes were made to 

H 3 th« 
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the Ifraelites, we may entertain a well- 
founded confidence that God will not for- 
iake us, '* upon whom the ends of the age 
*' arc come;" i. e, who live in the latter 
days of the gofpel-difpeniation ; but that ho 
will ilay the horrors and calamities of war, 
in fuch meafure, and by fuch means^ and 
in fuch time, as to his infinite wiidom ihall 
fcem moft conducive to the general good of 
mankind. We ought not, therefore, to de- 
fpair, but that he will moderate our cor- 
redion, and that in the midft of judgment 
he will remember mercy. For though the 
wifdom and juftice of God lead him to 
*' coireft whom he loveth," yet that cor-^ 
rcflion is *• even as a father corrciSlcth the 
'' fon, in whom he delighteth *." ** He 
^* fpareth not the rod, becaufe he hateth 
'* not his fons ; but as he loveth them, fy 
*' he chafteneth them betimes f*." It may 
be for our greateil moral advantage that 
'' he ihould caufe us to pafs under the 
" rod i'X ^"' w^ ro^y neverthelefs be pre- 
ierved from entire dei^rudion^ and even 

fufifcred 

♦ Prov. ill. 12. i Ezek. xx. 37. 

f Prov. xlii. 24^ 
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fuffbred to rife again as a nation, benefited 
by his fatherly chaftifements, for which it 
becomes not us to arraign the goodnefs, or 
^even the juftice of God, either in refped to 
the mode, or degree, of them. 

It is happy for us that we are in no wife 
perfimdly concerned in the immediate caufe 
of the national miseries which we now lament 
and ienfibly feel. It is, however, unavoidable 
in all public concerns, that the innocent 
/hare many evils in common with the guilty. 
We have, indeed, long heard of a woe pro- 
nounced upon the world becaufe of of- 
fences ; ^^ for it mud needs be that offences 
come:'* but the woe is particularly and 
more immediately threatened ^^ unto them 
'* by whom the offence cometh *." 

Neverthelcfs, however juflly we may ex- 
cufe ourielves from being the immediate 
caiiie of, or agents in, all or any of the 
prefent or impending,, diflrefTes of our 
country, we' muft not exculpate or excufc 
ourielves further than the truth will bear us 
out. We muft confefs our fhare in the pro« 
vocatioii which has been given to aknighty 

H4 God 

* Matt, xviii. 7, and Luke xvii. i. 
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God to vifit us for oar manifold lias, by pei^ 
mitting us to be engaged in fo unequal a wstr 
with almoft every power in Europe, without 
one ally to divide the attention of our enemies, 
or to fight by our fide againfi: them. Humaii 
policy fhould have prevented fome .foreign 
powers, one (hould have thought, fjrom ca- 
tering into this combination againft oiir 
idand, which may fp materially afie<^ the 
balance of power in this quarter of the 
world j but, probably, either the injuftiqe 
of our caufe, or the infolence of fopie part 
of our political condudt, have forfeited all 
claim to confidence and afliAance. Our 
councils have been backward to redrefs the 
injured rights of our late fellow -fubjedls 
and fellow- citizens ; and confident and deter- 
mined only in profecuting the fubjugation 
of an extent of empire which has been found, 
from the independent fpirit of the people, and 
their diftance from the feat of govecnmentj 
too great for their grafp. 

Under thefe accumulatediand unfortunate 
circumftances, with refpedl to our political 
(ituation, let us endeavour to extradl fome 
good from our appro^diing calamities, and 

turn 
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turn our attention, for a few minutes, to our 
moral and religious charadcr. To repeat 
pur humiliation and prayers to almighty. 
God, as w? have done this day, in obe-f 
jiience tp public authority, will ftand in 
little flead towards averting the fcpurge of 
war and a|l its dreadful attendants, or to- 
wards protefti ng us from the great pqwer 
pf an hofl: of enemies united againft us, if 
we do not tak? hence with us, thoroughly 

4 

fepcntant hearts for the evil pf our ways, 
and do not keep thqfe refqlutions pf amend- 
pjent, whiph ^ve may now form in the inftant 
pf devotion. The prayers of an unre- 
pcntant finner are grofs hypocriiy, and only 
ferve to increafe his guilt. Such diflipiur 
lation is nothing better than to defy th^ 
power of heaveq, and to prpyokc the juft 
Ycngcance pf an offended God. 

It is not Xo be denied that iniquity hai; 
long abounded in our nation. Vice, pror 
fanenefs, and immorality have dared the 
laws of God and man, with an effrontery 
unconcealed and unbaihed. Our {Extended 
trade and commerce have, of late years, 
^rought an influx of riches, which have 

only 
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only been expended in corrupting the mords 
of the people, or in luxuries, in which gratifi- 
cation is feldom found to be confident with 
innocence. A profligate and unprincipled 
fpirit, which levels all obligations of truth 
honor, or common honefly, hath ravaged all 
ranks and orders of men. The great, in 
title and fortune, have not had the true 
patriot fpirit to oppofe its influence, and 
thereby honor the religion they profefs, and 
fave the freedom of that country, from 
whofe favour they derive their diftin^tion* 
Neither have the poor availed themielves of 
that proteftion, which their privacy and ob- 
Iciirity more immediately afforded, but have 
been as forward as their fuperiors in all 
the gratiflcations of licentious and unmanly 
vice. The fame bad fpirit hath (hewn it*» 
felf, in various (hapes, to the hurt and pre- 
judice of innocent perfons, in the great cf- 
fufion of human blood, the wafte of the 
public treafures, the peremptory and over* 
bearing refufal of rcdrefs of all public griev- 
ances, not lels fenfibly felt, becaufe they 
are patiently borne. In the ftiller and 
more humble walks of private life, the 

fame 
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£une baneful fpirit hath difcovered itfelf in 
an abandoned indulgence in all manner of 
vice, unabated by reproof; in vain extra«» 
vagance and expence; in diflipationj and 
the immoderate purfuit of pieafure; in 
drunkennefs and gaming ; in unjuft dealings 
wherein frauds and falfehoods^ and other 
indireift me^ns have been fo long pradiifed as 
to be fan&ioned by cuflom. 

However alarming this reprefentation of 
the irreligious fpirit and profligate prac- 
tices of our times, and of our countrys 
may be, I am not confcious that it is over* 
charged ; I wi(h neither to heighten, nor to 
lower the pidture ; it would ill^become me 
wilfully to do either. It may indeed be faid 
that we are not iingular, and that the fame 
melancholy appearanceis are general, and that 
the neighbouring countries with which we 
contend are no better in thefe refpe«5}s than 
ourielves ; but what comfort, or confolation» 
or protedion can we derive from this inform- 
ation» even admitting it to be true? We 
have mough to do, to take heed unto our« 
ielves, without obferving the moral chara(fter 

of 
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^(led awayt we are only anfwerable before 
fhe throne and judgment-feat of God, for 
our own perfonal fins and offences which we 
fhall have done in the body. If, therefore^ 
all the pious and zealous pains we may take 
towards the prefervation of our country 
fliall failf and, at the end of the conflift, we 
fall a prey to oppreilive councils, to any 
inifcondu£t in our fleets or armies, to the 
injuftice of our caufe, or to the jealoufy or 
refentment of foreign power; we (hall nc- 
verthelefs have fecured the future approba- 
tion of God in the great day of account, be^ ' 
fore his jufl and awful tribunal. We (hall then 
receive the reward of our faithful obifervance 
of the ways of his laws, and the works (^ 
his commandments ; of our invariable perfe-^ 
verance in our duty to him, and to our 
country in the hour of trial ; and of our pa«^ 
tient redgnation under all his difpenfations ; 
of our upright difcharge of all thofe duties 
which we owe to each other, in fair and 
hooeft dealings, in mutual afiiflance, and in 
brotherly love. 

If we begin the exercife of thefe duties 
with fincerity, and perfevere in them with 

ftedfaftnefs 



( ^^7 ) 

flcdfaftnefs to the end of our lives, the re- 
wards, which are referved, until the final 
judgment, for the faithful foldier and ferr 
vant of Jefus Chrifl, will aiTuredly be given 
to us according to our feveral deferts. But, 
in all our prayers for worldly bleflings, whe- 
ther general or perfonal, we muft afk for 
them only fo far as the beftowal of them 
/hall be agreeable to the good providence of 
God, and they will accordingly be given 
unto, or witheld from us, as the infinite 
wifdom of God ftiall fee proper. For 
worldly bleflings do not make any fiart of 
the reward promifed to the faithful chriftiant 
who is told that through much forrow and 
tribulation he (hall enter into the joy of his 
lord ; but they are difpenfed, in the ordinary 
courfe of God's providence, according as 
they anfwer the great purpofes of his moral ^ 
government of the world. He certainly 
hath ** given us richly all things to enjoy*;" 
and in all the occurrences of human life, we 
have in our power the enjoyment of much 
happinefs, and the abatement of much for- 
row. If we fet 6ur affedtions on the pafling 

pleafure« 
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pleafures of the world, we (hall want th6 
command of our paflldns on the lofs of 
them : if We coilrt, oi* are induced to fliard 
in, the momentary arid unfatisfaftory grati- 
fications of Vice, we muft meet the con-*- 
Sequences, in remorfe, difcafe, or ruin i 
if we tread the much beaten path of fraud 
and diflionefty, we muft expeft to be over- 
taken by the (hamc and confufion which 
will attend our deteflion. If we negledt thfe 
education of our children in good and vir- 
tuous principles ; or in our own perfons fet 
them bad examples, we muft, to that neg- 
ledt, and to fuch example, place the ac*- 
count of much of their mifcondud:, and the 
probability that our own hoary heads (hafl 
be bowed down with forrow to the grave. If 
then we do not purfue that plain and ftrelght, 
though narrow and rugged, road which leadeth 
to life, it is vanity, hypocrify, and mockery 
to pray to almighty God for his bleflings 
in this world, or to hope for his mercy in 
the next; and, if anything can alter the 
fixed cpurfe of his government of the world, 
fqgh condudl will draw down his vengeance 

upon 
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tpon us here, as well as rife up to out* 
greater condemnation hereafter'. 

Let not then this prefent allfcmbling of 
ourfelves together for the public worflbip of 
almighty God, and the humiliation of our- 
felves before him» pafs over unregarded, as 
a matter of no further confequence. Since 
we have gathered ourfelves together, in 
compliance with authority, let us not lofe 
fight of the avowed end in view. And as 
we regularly ailemble to communicate in adts 
of devotion, in prayer, and in hearing the 
word of God, on every lord's day, let us not 
Wafte the flying moments of human life^ 
during the fix intervening dftys> in a courfe 
of life or converfation, which may, in any* 
wife, unfit us for a fober and ferious return 
to the public worfhip of our God. 

Let me, again and again, deliver to yoit 
the faithful word of exhortation, in all truth 
and fobernefs. Let me entreat you, as you 
value your peace of mind, your reputation^ 
your welfare in this world, and above all, 
as you look forward to the prize of our high 
calling in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift ; let me 
earneftly pray you, in Chrift's ftead, to look 

VOL. I. I circumfpeSly 
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circumfpeAly into yoqrfelves, and wafch oar-i 
rowly your own condudt and behaviour ; 1k> 
examine your lives by the word of God, of 
which each of you may obtain fufficient know- 
lege, if you will either read it yourfelves, of 
with attention hear it read by others ; to re* 
form and amend what (hall be found amifs^ 
without hazarding the delay of fo necejQ^ry a 
work, feeing we know not even what will 
be the event of the clofe of the prefent day. 

Henceforward then, let the profane 
fwearer reverence the hallowed name of 
God, and let not the tongue any more blaf- 
pheme the name of him who gave it power 
to fpeak. Agreeably to the advice of the 
apoftle Paul, " let no corrupt .communi* 
cation proceed out of your mouth, bat 
that which is good to the ufc of edifying, 
that it may minifter grace unto the 
*' hearers*." Let the glutton and the 
drunkard forfake the wallowing in heaftly 
excefs, ruinous to their religion, their mo- 
rals, their health, their family; and let 
them walk in temperance and fobriety. 
Let the lewd libertine ilop the courfe of his 

irregular 
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irfegulaf defires, and Vcturn to virtue and 

modefty, before dilcafe and fliame ftiall over-"- 

take him. Let the flothful man cail ofFthe 

unmanly habit of idlenefsi and in exchange 

let him eat the fweeti however homely^ 

bread of honefl: induAry, Let him who has 

been unmindful of his children's manners^ 

or the cultivation of their minds^ train them 

in habits which will infpire them with the 

fear and love of God^ and accuilom them 

to that induftry which will preferve their 

virtue, while it provides them with food and 

raiment : let him teach them alfo to know that 

they are dependent and accountable beings^ 

only fojourning here in their way to a better 

country. Let him who hath pradlifed any 

unfair dealing, or any way injured, or op- 

prefled, or defrauded another, let any and 

all fuch henceforward obferve the golden 

rale, to do to others, as they would have 

others do to them. *' Let him that hath 

^ ftolen, flcal no more ; but rather let him 

•' labour, working with his hands the thing 

^' which is good, that he may have to give 

" to him that needeth*," 

I 2 Laftly; 
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Laftly; let him that has attempted or 
advifed ta defpoil hia country of its liberties^, 
its honouFt and its weallth, and to harrais a 
brave^ a free, and an independent peopfe with 
all the ^horrors of a civil war ; to ftain a 
brother's hand with a brother's blood; to 
infult and opprefs a large and favoured con- 
tinent of friends ; to plant thorns and briars 
where lilies and rofes grew, and would have 
profpered ; to fow the feeds of jealouiy and 
hatred, where reigned confidence and love ^ 
let him or then^ whoe'er they be^ ftrenu- 
oufly labour^ with inftant and tmceafing 
afliduity, to heal the breach they have made, 
to bind up the wounds, to give health to 
two exhaufted countries, to acknowledge 
their errors and tranfgreffions, that fo they 
may, at laft,, render juftice to a much injured 
and diflradied empire, and thereby may make 
their peace with God before the day of 
retribution. 

In a few words ,. ** Behold, God himfelf 
is the judge, fear him: leave off from 
your fins, and forget your iniquities, to 
** meddle no more with them for ever ; fo 
** fhall God lead you forth, and deliver you 

" from 
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** ifrom all trouble*." And again, hear the 
warning of Ifaiah, " Wadi ye, make ye 
" clean, put away the evil of your doings 
'* from before mine eyea, ceafe to do evil, 
** learn to do well, leek judgment, relieve 
*^ the opprefled, judge the fatherlefs^ plead 
** for the widow. . Come now, and let us 
f'.reafon .together, faith the Lord ; though 
^* your ixaa be as fcarlet, they fhall be as 
^*. white as fnow; though they be red like 
'•^ crimibn, they ihall be as wool. If ye be 
*' willing and obedient, ye (hall eat the good 
1^ of the land. But if ye xefufe and rebel, 
'* ye (hall be devoured with the fword; for 
^* the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it-f-/' 
And the prophet Ezekiel writes emphatically 
to the fame purpofe.: ^' As for the wicked- 
"^ nefs of the wicked, he fhall not fall 
^* thereby in the day that he turneth from 
'* his wickcdnefs ; neither (hall the righte- 
^' ous be able to live for his righteoufnefs in 
"' the day that he finnethj." 

Thefc exhortations; however proper on 
the prefent occafion, axe never unfeafonable^ 
juid happy will it be for us all, if no reafon 

1 3 fhall 
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fliall be given in future to repeat thiem. The 

fiible» and the Bible only* which alone is 

the religion of proteflantSi is the authority 

.and rule of my difcourfes to you, as far as 

I am competent to the right underftanding 

of it ; and if I am not warranted by that fure 

word of God in what I fay, ceafe to beliere 

me. It is my duty to expound to you the 

book of life^ and neither my heads nor my 

heart are inclined to deceive yoUii Human 

life is ihort ; day preilbs hard oq day^ and 

years roll on before we are aware that the 

libread of life is nelrly run out» and that 

nature's call is at hand, if we do not fooner 

falLby difeafe or Occident. The uncertainty 

of our continuance ' here fhould be a leiTon 

of infirudtion perpetually before us 5 for we 

know not at what hour we may be called 

hence 5 the ftouteft heart may fuddenly Wax 

faint, and thfe young man, in the full vigour 

of health and flrcngth, may fall before the 

rifing of to-morrow's fun. 

Finally then, let us awake, and be doing 

our proper work, while the light of the day 

is yet upon us, left the night come oa^ when 

no man can work» 

SERMON 
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SERMON VI. 



CHRIST INSUFFICIENT OF HIMSELF. 



JOHM V. 30, 

I CAN OF MINE OWK SELF DO NOTHING. 

» 

I 

The jews were very greatly ofFended at 
Jcfus Chrift, becaufe he had miraculoufly 
healed a man on the fabbath-day by only 
bidding him to rife, take up his bed, and 
walk ; and, further, becaufe he had added, 
in juftification of himfclf, that it was by the 
power of his father that he had done this 
miracle. Any reafonable perfon would have 
apprehended, that this difavowal of any ex- 
traordinary power naturally exifting in him- 
fclf would have foftened, rather than have 
ftrengthened, their prejudices againft him: 
but, direcftly contrary to any fuch expedation, 
by his calling God his father, (though he is 
both the father and the friend of the whole 
human race^) he had, in the eftimation of 

I 4 his 
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his ready and willing accufers, made himfclf 
(not equal with, but) like unto God. 

In the fequel of this converfatioo, our 
lord in reply affures tliem, that, fo far from 
affefting to aflame any attribute of deity, 
every extraordinary power he poflefled was a 
merely delegated truft front God : at the 
fame time telling th?m, that fuch power 
would be increafcd even to the raifang per- 
fons from the dead*; and that the time 
would come, when " all who were in their 
*' graves fhould hear his voice, and fhould 
** come forth, they that had done good, 
^* unt9 thp rcfurredtion of life i and they that 
'^ had done evil, unto the refurredlion of 
^' condemnatioii +." 

He then repeats, according to the thirtieth 
verfe, what is before recorded in the nine- 
teenth, ** I can of mine own felf do nothing." 
He alfo appeals to the evidence of John thq 
baptift, *' who bore witnefs to the truth J," 
to the works which the father had given 
him to finifh §, and to the fcriptures of th? 
6ld Teftament, " which tefti^ed of him ||." 

In 

♦ John V. 2 1. f ibid, ver. 28, 29. 

% ibid. ver. 32, § ibid. ycr. 36. 

I ibid. ycr. 39, 



( V37 > 

In the courfe of this argument, feveral 
cxpreffions occur, which, from the mere 
found of them, as they are rendered in our 
common verfion, have been greatly mifunder-* 
ftood, even by fome vrho ought to have 
known better. PaiFagcs, plainly intended to 
exprefs the mere agency of Chrift, and his 
fubfcrvience to the will of God, but, at 
the fame time, to mark his faithfulnefs as a 
divine meflenger and prophet, have been 
cooiidered as reprefenting him equal to, 
or oi^ and the fame Being with, the ono 
only living and true God. 

Such of thefe paiTages as are to be found 
in our context deferve our obfervation, and 
ought not to be pafTcd by unnoticed; for 
though there is no difficulty in attaining a 
juft and rational interpretation of them, they 
are among the number of thofe which are 
frequently confidered as decifive, in favour 
of that elevation, and thofe pretenfions, 
which Chrift not only never claimed for 
himlelf, but. which he appears to have re-« 
peatedly renounced, whenever his follower9 
were difpofed to afcribe, or his adverfaries to 
impute, them to him« 

For 
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For inftance ; in reference to the offence 
taken by the phariifees at our lord's curing 9 
man on the fabbath-day, be fays, (in the 
ieventeenth verfe of the chapter before us^) 
♦* My father worketh hitherto," i, e. in th<i 
ordinary courfe of his never-ceafing provi- 
dence, on the fabbath, as well as on other 
days ; and while I am doing his will and 
work by benefitting his cr^saUires of' man- 
kind, I (hall be approved by him. Here* 
upon, they were the more cxafperated, be^* 
caufe he called God ** his father -" ai)d he^ 
caufe he made himfelf, &id they, (not 
^ equal with God," as we read it in our 
tranflation, but) ^^ like unto God," by aifum* 
ing fo much of his prerogative, as to work 
on the iabbath-day, as well as God him** 
fclf. 

Thus we fee that our common verfion 
tnifrepre£bnts the idea which the phari&es 
tfaemfelves had formed of Jefus from this 
action : for they did not charge him with 
ckiming an equality with God, but as tref«^ 
paS&ng upon, xu)d exercifing, his appro* 
priated prerogative; forgetting, no dotfbt, 
what Jefus had obferved to diem on a ilmilar 

occa(ion> 
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occafion» that if any of them had an afs, or 
an ox, fallen into a pit, he ftraightway pul- 
led it out on the fabbath-day *. Wherefore, 
as we read in Matthew's gofpel, ^^ it is 
*' lawful to do well on the fabbath-days -f .'* 
And, in confutation of the fuppofed pre- 
fumption in our lord, which is couched in 
ihe obfervation of the pharifees, he proceeds 
moft explicitly to declare, thiat all his extra- 
ordinary power was derived from, and the 
voluntary gift of, God. In the courfe of 
this reprefentation of himfelf, he fays, ^^ the 
*' father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
'' mitted all judgment unto the fon, that all 
'^ men fhould honour the fon, even as they 
'* honour the father J/' This delegation 
of all judgment necefTarily implies as great a 
diftance between God and Chri(V, as between 
mafter and fervant; and the honour here 
required to be given to the fon is only in re- 
ference to the honour of the father, who 
committed fuch judgment to him. In the 
iame manner, all refped paid to magiflrates 
is not to any fuppofed inherent perfonal fupre- 
macy in them, but to the office to whkh 

they 

^ Luke xiv. 5. f Matt. xii. 1 2. 

t John v« 22, 2p 
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they arc appointed by, and for the benefit 
of, th.c governed. The refped: (hewn to the 
fcrvant is, primarily, a refpeft to the matter, 
in whofe fervice he is ; and our lord himfelf 
ufes this very argument, ** he that honoureth 
*^ not the ion, honoureth not the father 
',' who hath fent him.*" 

Indeed, in the very paflage before us, the 
cxpreffion in our vcrfion, which appears to 
the engUHi ear to equalize the two charadters 
q£ God and Chrift, and to blend them into 
pne, (which neverthelefs are at as infinite a 
diftance, a6 the creator is from the creature; 
even after admitting all the excellence which 
we afcribe to Chrift to attach itfdf to his 
charadler,) the expreffion in our verfion is, 
I fay, evidently a mifconftrudlion of the 
original text. The requifition does not, by 
liny meanSi, go fo far as to require us to honour 
the fon **even as," or with equal honour as, 
(which the phrafe feems to import,) " we ho-i 
** nour the father.'' ** It cannot be concluded 
*' or inferred from hence, (fays that learned 
*' unitarian chriftian, Mr. Cardalte,) that 
*^ the fijther and fon are one in effeuce, or. 

** equal 

• John V. 23. 
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" equal in dignity, power, and glory j OC; 
*^ that the very fame, or equal honours* are 
*' due to each. The adverb, in the ori-^ 
" ginal, [x«6«;i] rendered • even as,' fignifiea 
" here and in other . places, only a general. 
" fimilitude, or analogy, and not an .exadt 
" equality. In John's gofpel,* we find the 
" word ufed in this fenfe, where the^onenefs 
" of believers among themfelves is faid to 
^ be [xaBwjJ as the onenefs of Chriil and his 
" father. But as believers arc not one 
" Being, fo neither are Chrift and his father. 
" The meaning of the words is this, that 
** as the jews already honoured God, the 
*' father, fo they fliould alfo for the future 
** honour the fon of God ; honour him as 
" having all judgment committed to him ; 
" acknowledge him to be lord to the glory 
" of God the father. The fenfe of our lord 
" here is much the fame as in John,*!-. 
'^ where he tells his difciples that, as 
" they did already believe in God, they 
'* ihould alfo believe in him ; it being 
" the mind and will of God, the father, 
" that his fon (hould be honoured with 
*' faith and obedience as well as himfelf, 

" fo 

* John xvli. II. zx, 22, 23. f ^^^ ^^^^ J« 
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^* ib that he who honoareth not the {otit 
" (by belieTing and obeying him) dif- 
'' honoureth the father who lent him : not 
'* that they (hould honor him as much 
•• as the father who fent him.*" 

But it is not neceflary, that we fhoold 
reft this important doftrine, the unity o^ 
6od| upon the correftion of the tranflatioiv 
of a few paflages only, as if this were done 
in accommodation to a favourite hypothefis» 
that required learning and labour to efta«* 
bli(h it ; we may, and do, appeal to a mul- 
titude of pofitive texts, and to the tenor 
of the whole new Teftament. The apoftle 
John himfclf records many declarations of 
our lord, which are fp clear, that they 
feem to have been intended to prevent any 
fuch miftake : •* The words that I fpcak 
•* unto you I fpeak not of myfelf, and the 
•* father who dwelleth in me, he doth the 
•' works.^f '* I live by the father/'J 
*' The father hath given to the fon to have 
** life in himfelf ; and hath given him au- 
•* thority to execute judgment :§'* He even 

calls 

♦ Sec CarJrfe^s <« True dodrine of the new Tefta- 
ment." p. 103, note, 
t John xiv. 10. t *• vi. 57. 

§ ib. V, 26, 27. 
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calh his father the only true God ; *• that 
" they might know thee, the only true 
^^ God> and Jefus the Chriil whom thou 
" haft fent."* 

Ndtwithftanding all thefe ftrong and un- 
equivocal expredions of our lord, all of 
which we meet with in John's gofpel, how 
inconfiftently with the words of Chrift him- 
felf do fome people make this apodle fpeak, 
when they interpret the preface or beginning 
of this evangelift's hiftory of his mafter to 
fignify the equality and co-eternity of Chrift 
with God, when he fays, ** In the beginning 
" was the word, and the word was with 
•' God^ and the word was God ?" How 
much more critically correft, more rational, 
more confiftent with himfelf, and with the 
context, is it to confider the phrafe, ^* the 
^* word," as meaning the power and wifdom 
of God, an attribute of deity which exifted 
from eternity, which was with him, and 
infeparable from him, from the beginning ; 
and by which we may underftand none other 
to be meant than God himfelf*? Correfpon- 
dent with which the pfalmift had before 
faid •(•, "by the word of the Lord were the 

* heavens 

♦ John xvii. 3^ f Pf- xxxiii. 6. 
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** heavens made ;** i. e. not by Chrift, iil 
any fuppofed pre-exiftent flate, but by the 
almighty fiat of God himfclf, who called the 
world into being by willing it to be. 

If, notwithftanding what has beenobferved 
in various places, we fuppofe, for a momenti 
with fome, that this paJage fliould ftill be 
confidered as fpeaking of Jefus Chrift> it 
muft neverthelefs be undcrftood immediately 
to refer to his miffion being fupported and 
direfted by the power and wifdom of al- 
mighty God. In like manner, the apoftlc 
Paul's dodlrine concerning the creation of all 
things by Jefus Chrift has refpefl: Only to 
the gofpel-difpenfation*, not to the fofnia* 
tion of the univerfe, when he had no other 
exiftence than in the infinite mind and 
purpofe of God. 

We will now offer a few general obfer- 
vations, as inferences from our fubjeft, and 
deferving our attention. 

( I .) The charadter which Jefus Chrift was 
intended to fuftain appears not only to have 
been well-underftood, but to have been very 
plainly ftatcd, by himfelf. All that he fays 

of 

• See Mr. Tyrwhitt's Explanation of i Cor. x. 
14—24. in " Coittnjcntvics and Efffiys," vol. ii* p^ 9. 
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of himfelf is exprfeffed in the language natural 
to a truly humble and amiable mind : he, at 
all times, afcribes to God the extraordinary 
power he poflefled,. and exhibited in the 
miracles which he wrought : he makes no 
pretenfions to any higher charailer than that 
of the agent or inftrument of almighty God, 
appointed to do his will ; " all things," fays 
he, " whatfoever thou haft given me, are 
" of thee* : and again, ** I came not to do 
^^ my own will, but the will of him that 
•* fent me-f." Whenever his difciplcs arc 
difpofed to give to him that honour which 
peculiarly belongs to God, hB inftantly re- 
jedls their jofFer and corxedts their miftake. 
When one of his followers, from the full- 
nefs of an honeft heart, accofted him with 
only the courteous appellation of ** good 
" mafter," he replied, '' Why calleft thou 
** me good ? there is none good but one, 
" that is, GodJ/' 

So diftant were the thoughts of Jefus 
jfrom any aflum'ption, or claim, of divine 
honours, that he repeatedly prayed to God, 

and 

* John xvii. 'j. f J^^^ vi. 38, 

t Matt, xix, 17. 
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and dircdcd others to do the fame, giving 
even a fhort form, or fummary, of prayer, 
addifeffed to God, as our father in heaven*. 
And, indeed, had he claimed any (hare in 
the unrivalled jfupremacy of the one only 
living and true God, he would have de- 
flroyed his own teftimony, and the teftimonjr 
of thofe fcriptures which foretold his com- 
ing, and muft finally, on this very ground, 
have been convided as an impoftor. 

Concluding, therefore, that the charader 
of deity in no wife belongs to the perfon of 
Chrift, by what other name can we deno- 
minate the religious homage which the far 
greater part of the chriftian world pay to 
him, than by the name of idolatry ? And 
how inconfiftent is it, in any proteftant 
community, to confider the worfhip which 
the romanifts give to a* long catalogue of 
faints, and to Mary the mother of Jefus, as 
idolatrous, and not to fee how forcibly the 
fame language will apply to themfelves ? To 
pretend to fay, that the cafes do not refemble 
each other, is making a diftindion without 
a difference. Jefus, the child of Mary, 

whether 

• Sec Matt, xxvii. 46. John xvii. i— 6. 
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^whether her Ton by Jofeph her hufband, or 
miraculoufly conceived^ was ftill a man, 
the creature of God, fent or appointed by 
him» for the great purpofe of evidencing his 
will to the world ; and, as fuch, as incapable 
of fharing in the appropriated and pre- 
eminent attributes of deity, as any other 
creature whom God hath made. To ima- 
gine the contrary involves all the contradic* 
tions that can make the underftanding of 
man ftand aghaft and revolt. Nothing but 
a mental blindnefs can account for the ad- 
miiiion and reception of fuch notions, and 
nothing but the mod invincible prejudice 
can account for the continuance of them 
in the world. How otherwifc fhall we ex-.* 
cufe the great lord Bacon being himfclf a 
believer of a trinity in unity, when we may 
read the following remarks in his works ? 
^* A chriftian (fays this extraordinary man^ 
'' meaning thereby the athanafian chriftian, 
'^ and member of the church of England,) 
^* believes three to be one, and one to be 
^* three s a father not to be elder than his 
** fon ; a fon to be equal with his father ; 
^^ and one proceeding from both to be equal 

K 2 '' with 
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; always mofl defirabl^ that public opinion 
Ihould change by degrees, in order that it 
may be built on a broad and fure bails ; 

; except, indeed, on thofc particular emer- 
gencies, when great convulHons, like a me* 
teor or a comet, illuminate the furrounding 
atmofphere ; and, if we wiffi to preferve the 
light and advantages which, on thofe great 

/ occafioas, are ofiered to us, we muft fecure 
them by^ an unconquerable intrepidity and 
per&fering rdblutioo in the fulled extent. 

In the conclulion of our obfervations, 

nothing is more obvious to add to what has 

been already faid, than that tboie who are 

fully pcrfuaded in their own minds of the 

abfolute unity of God, ihould at all timesi^ 

in all circumAances, . and at all hazards, dif- 

paffionately vindicate his honour^ which 

he cannot (hare with another; and firmly 

maintain the peerkfs majefty of the greatefl 

and beft of Beings, from the joint feoffs of 

thofe, who, refigning the ufe of thdr reafbn, 

believe too much, and of thoie alfo, who» 

thinking themfelves wife above what is 

written, revile the well*authentjicated records 

of revelation. 

It 
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It has frequently been ajfked^ whether the 
keen adverfariesj or the injudicious friends, 
of revelation have done it the greateft in- 
jury ? A little obfervation on what we fee 
pafling in the world, and the due confidera- 
tion of the circumdances of the cafe, will 
enable any candid and impartial perfon to 
give the proper anfwer. He who forms a 
right judgment, without ufing his reafon, is 
right upon truft ; but he who exercifes hi^ 
underftanding will be right at all events, 
from conviction. Befides, he who reafons 
may be convinced and converted, but no- 
thing fhort of a miracle will convince or 
convert , him, who pays implicit obedience 
to the decifions of his forefathers in the days 
of darknefs and fuperftition. Neither is this 
fecluiion of the reafoning faculty from the 
concerns of religion lefs criminal, than the 
great fpread of infidelity occafioned thereby, 
has been extenfive. This averfion to all 
examination into the evidences and doctrines 
of the gofpel has been the thre(hold, * at 
which many of our fellow- creatures have 
ftumbled and fallen. Be this their own 
ihame. Neverthelefs, objections to chrif- 

K 4 tianity 
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SERMON VIL* 



DEFENCE OF PUBLIC, OR SOCIAL, WORSHIP, 



HEBREWS X. 25. 

^£T US NOT FORSAKE THE ASSEMBLING OURSELVES 

TOGETHER. 

However the chriftian world may have 
been divided concerning the proper objeft of 
religious worfhip; however they may have 
difered concerning their forms of prayer, 

or 

♦ The following fermon was written in confequence 
of the publication of <^ An Enquiry into the expediency 
** and propriety of public or focial worihip,'' by Gilbert 
Wakefield, B.A. late Fellow of Jefus College, Cam- 
bridge ; and was preached in the unitarian chapel, in 
ElTex-ftreet, London, on Sunday, Dec. 4, 179I9 and 
publifhed at the requefl of fome who heard it. In the 
fubfequent controverfy upon this fubjeft, the obligation, 
expediency, and propriety of public or focial worihip, 
were ably maintained againfl their learned opponent. 
To thefe feveral publications, on both fides, the candid 
and inquifitive reader is referred, for any further fatit 
fiiiAion he may want upon the queflion now before him. 
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or whether prefcribed liturgies or extempore 
prayer, as it is called, beft anfwer the end of 
edification ; however they may have difputed 
concerning the excefs or deficiency of other 
external circumftances or ceremonials, which 
mud, in fbme degree, attend all expreflions 
of the afFeftions of the heart, they appear to 
have been univerfally agreed upon the " ex- 
pediency and propriety of public, or focial, 
worfhip." 

It is under this perfuafion, in common with 
the pradice of all preceding ages of the chf if- 
tian church, and all defcriptions of chriftians, 
that we ftatedly aflemble ourfelves together in 
the acS of public worfliip. We, of this 
fociety, are further united in fuch religious 
fervice upon the principle of addrefSng our 
prayers and praifes, our thankfgivings and 
petitions to the one only living and true God, 
in contradiftinftion to what we confider as the 
prevailing polytheifm of our other fellow- 
chriftians. 

But, notwithftanding this general agree-* 
ment, the public havs lately had fubmitted 
to their perufal, through the medium of the 
prefs, an ^^ inquiry'' into this fubjedt, which 

concludes 
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concludes againft all focial worfhip. The 
author of this ** eflay" is one of the moft 
diftinguifhed critical writers of our day ; 
" his difpofitioiis are ferious, his love of 
" virtue ardent, his faith fincere*." Thus 
qualified and thus charadtcrifed, his labours 
deferve e^famination, and are entitled to can- 
dor : but where the queftion does not depend 
upon very deep' criticifai, or very abftrufe 
reafoning, or upon dark and doubtful cxpref- 
fions, a common underftanding, accompanied 
with difpofitions equally ferious, with a Iqve 
of virtue equally ardent, and with a faith 
equally fincere, needs not to be filenced by an 
acknowledged fuperiority in critical literature. 
Such pradlices in the chriftian church as are 
countenanced by the example and precept of 
Chrift and his apoftles are fanftioned by the 
higheft authority in the eftimation of a chrif- 
tian; but the mere " expediency and pro- 
priety of focial worfhip," which are objedled 
to by this writer, are juftifiable, fliould we 
only be able to prove that it greatly contributes 
to the religious edification of the chriftian 
brotherhood. But, it is prefumed, there is 

no 

J^ Wakefield's Enquiry, p. 21, &c. 
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no occafion to reft a vindication of public or 
focial worfliip upon the arguments of expe- 
diency and propriety alone. We will meet 
the inquirer on his own ground, following 
his own arrangement of his feveral propofi- 
tions, and confider them feparately. (i) The 
pradtice of our lord himfelf; (ii) his pre^ 
cepts, and (iii) the prafkice of the apoftles, 
are the queftions of fad: upon which we arc 
more immediately at iiTue. 

!• In refpeft to the pradlice of Chrift, -we 
are agreed that we arc bound to be " imitators 
** of him* ;" and that " he left us an ex-* 
*^ ample, that we fhould follow his fteps -f-/' 
But it is worth our while to confult the con-^ 
text where thefe expreffions occur, to deter- 
mine their true meaning, left we ftiould, 
through hafte or inadvertency, mifapply them. 
In the epiftle to the Corinthians, we are 
bidden to be " imitators of Chrift"; in 
putting no ftumbling-block before jews, or 
greeks, or the church of God : and in the 
epiftle of Peter, where we are told that 
Chrift ** left us an example that we (hould 
** follow his fteps," it is in the conclufii^ of 

an 
T I Cor. xi. u t I Pet* u, 21. 
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an argument for the patient bearing of afflic- 
tions^ for which he was himfelf fo eminently 
diftinguiihed. Let us not^ therefore, be 
inftrumental in giving unneceflary occafion of 
offence to our brethren, whatever may be 
their religious faith ; nor impatient ourfelves 
when our ^th may be arraigned, or our moft 
confcientious pnuSiices condemned. 

But to return more immediately to our in* 
quiry. The parages produced to prove that 
our lord himfelf did not join in public or 
ibcial worfhip are thoie which mention his 
going '^ into the mountain apart to pray, and 
" being there alone*;" his " meeting his 
^^ difciples at Gethfemane, and telling them 
" to fit down, while he went and prayed 
" (yonder) elfewherc -f- ; his withdrawing 
" himfelf into the wildernefs, and praying J j" 
his '^ going out into a mountain to pray, and 
** continuing all night in prayer to God § ;'* 
his ** praying alone while his difciples were 
'' with him ||." 

In all thefe inftances, the premifes are fb 
fimilar, that the fpirit of the conclufion to be 

drawn 

^ Matt. xiv. 23. compare Mark vi. 46 and 47* 
t Matt. xxvi. 36, &c. § Luke vi. I2. 
t Luke V. x6» || Luke ix. x8« 



( i66: ) 

drawn from them maft: be the fame • there is 
no feparating the one from the other by any 
marked diftindtion. - * - • 

That Chrift frequently oretired frbmhis dif- 
ciples to pray alone, 'is very true, but we arc 
not from thence to conclude that he was 
Averfe to public prayer. On thefe occafions, 
he may have been determined by the circum- 
Aanccs of the cafe i the fubjedt of his prayer 
might have reference to his particular miffion 5 
or tie may ^have been influenced by the ftatc 
of his own mind, the fatigue of body, the 
defire to leave his tiifciples for a while with- 
out the reftraint of his prefence ; or the 
peculiar trials to which he was, at diiFereht 
times, particularly expofed, which required 
his ftrengthening his mind by devout appli- 
cation to God, independent of thofe who 
were then with him. All, or any, of thefe 
confiderations may have difpofed him to retire 
alone, without intending, in the leaft degree, 
to difcountenance focial prayer, 
• Upon the argument of our author we ought 
not only to confine ourfelves to private prayer, 
but to follow the example of Chrift in retreat- 
ing to a mountain, or a wildernefs, or to referve 

the 
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the evening or night fcafon for this delightful 
intercourfe with God, Or we might, with 
the fame propriety, apply the injunftion ** not 
" to let our left-hand know what our right- 
" hand doeth*," as prohibiting our concur- 
rence in any public charities for the relief 
and comfort of the more diftrelTed part of 
our brethren, becaufe fuch a6ts muft be feen 
and known by men. 

We are challenged, by our author, to pro- 
duce ^* one fingle pofitive proof of the ex- 
** iftence of fecial worfhip among Chrift and 
" his apoftles-f." Let us, therefore, try, 
though we fhould fail to fatisfy fome inquirers, 
at leaft to juftify ourfelves to others, by pro- 
ducing fufficient reafonable evidence of the 
fad. 

Luke records J, that, pievious to Chrift's 
transfiguration, when he went into a moun- 
tain to pray, he took with him Peter, and 
John, and James ; and thefe, it may rea- 
fonably be prefumed, were feledted to join 
with him in prayer, as well as to be witnefles 
of what pafled on that occafion. 

Of 

* Matt. vi. 3. f Wakefield's Enquiry, p. 13. 

t Chap. ix. 28. 
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Of that prayer of Jefos^ recorded in the 
feventeenth chapter of John» it is iaid by our 
objedor, that '^ no mention is made of any 
^' invitation to his apofUes to Join or afTift 
" him in thefc devotions*/* But, is it not 
equally obiervable, and as probable, that no 
invitation v^as thought neceffary, or that the 
evangeliil: might omit to write it down ? The 
example of Chrifl, and the re{poBk his difci-* 
pies entertained for htm, would mofl: pro- 
bably lead them to join him. in ever|r aipira- 
tion to God, in his behalf, without requiring 
to be bidden to do that, which their own 
minds would involuntarily prompt them to« 

Again. The addrefs of the k^'s prayer, 
** Our father,^ is very imperfedtly anfwcred by 
alledging that the meaning of the language, 
cxclufively of any reference to fbcial prayer, 
applies to the perfed equality of all man- 
kind -f. The equality of mankind will indeed 
juilify the application of this language in 
fupport of focial worihip, but can never 
Separate it from fuch appropriation. Equality 
will unite men in the fame duties and offices) 
Jefus, therefore, by making ufe of this form 

* Wakcficld*s Enquiry, p. 14. 
t Enquiiy, p. 25. and 2^ 
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in his own devotions, recommended it to be 
ufed in conunon by his difciples* 

Again. When Jefus fays, ** where two 

" or three are gathered together in my name, 

" there am I in the midft of them.*" It is 

alked, " can thefe aflemble together, in the 

" name of God, (or more properly as 

^* chriftians,) that is, to promote God's 

glory, and the purpofes of his providence^ 

on no other occafion, but that of public 

worfliip?"*f- Certainly th^ may, but Co 

alfo may they join in fecial prayer on thefe 

occaiions, or even profefledly meet for the 

purpofc of public worfhip. The promife 

here made by Chrift to his difciples, appears 

to have been ^* confined to that iirft age of 

the gofpel, when miraculous powers were 

diipenied for its more efiedual propaga^ 

tion,'* and the promife appears to have 

been made in order to encourage them to 

join in prayer for that purpofe. 

The prayer of Chrift previous to the raifing 
of Lazarus | is, I think, unnoticed by our 
author. ^^ Jefus lift up his eyes, and iaid, 

L 2 f Father, 

• Matt, xviii. ao. t Enquiry, p. 27, 

t John zu 41. and 42. 
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^' Father^ I thank thee that thou haft heard 
** mc. And I knew that thou heareft me 
** always ; but, becaufe of the people which 
" ftand by, I faid it, that they may beKeve 
** that thou haft fent me." From hence it 
appears that Chrift not only prayed to God, 
his father, in public and before his difciples, 
but for them, that their minds might be 
enlightened by the anfwer which was given 
to his prayer; in which, as they were not 
uninterefted, it is not to be prefumed that 
they withheld their aflent. For public prayer, 
while it unites the petitions of numbers, 
ftrengthens their religious principles, and 
improves them. 

We are told in various paflages by the 
gofpel- writers, that our lord frequented 
the jewifh fynagogues, wherever he came; 
'* diat he was a conftant attendant in the 
'* temple, when at Jerufalem ; that he went 
** into private families on many occafions, 
•♦ for the purpofe of promoting, by inci- 
** dental admonitions and pious lefTons, the 
** fubftantial improvement of his hearers, in 
•• the knowledge»and pradtice of his genuine 

** fpiritual 
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** ipiritual benevolent religion."* All this 
is acknowledged by our author, for they are 
his own words, but then he infifts, that ** in 
" all theHb inftances," Jcfus is not faid to 
join in prayer. 

There is, however, along wifh the admif- 
fion of the facts of Chrift's adual practice, 
a very material drawback from the obvious 
confequences of this ftatement, which never- 
thelels may be fufficiently anfwc;red by pro- 
pofing a few plain queftions in our turn, and 
a little in our author -s own manner. What 
individual, it may be afked, can take upon 
himfclf to fay, that " all focial worfhip 
confifts of outward exhibition, oppofed to 
inward influence ; in the honour, of the 
lips, oppofed 10 the afpiration of the heart ; 
m the vain oblations of ceremonial liomage, 
oppofed to the facrifice of the whole man^ 
body and fpirit, on the altar of the divine 
will?** Nay, let me make my appeal to 
every one, who now hears me, whether he 
has not known the devotion of the heart 
affifted by focial worfhip, and the love of 
his fellow-creatures fpread abroad in his heart, 

L 3 by 

* Enquiry, p. 14. and 15. 
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difciples faid unto him, ** Lord ! teach us 
^' to pray, as John alfb taught his difciples. 
** And he faid unto them, When yc pray, 
•^ fay. Our father, &c,"* And when it 
is admitted thiat Chrift went into the temple 
to teach and inftrudl his hearers in the reUgion 
of the gofpel,^ is it not highly probable to 
fuppofe fo excellent a perfon involuntarily to 
intermix his devotions to God, with his 
Ipiritual inftrudiions to man ? Hib- very doc- 
trines, his temper of mind, the occaiion and 
objedl of his going thither, would, (I had 
almofl faid in ipite of himfelf,) make him 
break forth in prayer to God in behalf of 
his hearers and himfelf, and thereby improve 
both teacher and follower, as well by the 
fubjeft of prayer, as by any difcpurfe he 
might deliver to them* 

To worfhip the father in fpirit and in 

truth,'* depends upon the difpofition of 
the worfhipper: it may be done either in 
focial or private prayer ; but when the heart 
is hardened and the thoughts are wandering, 
it can be done in neither. 

III. With refpedt to the pnwftice of the 
apoftles, I think the evidence is yet more de- 

cifive, 
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cifive. The apoftles, we are told,* were 
*^ continually in the temple, praifing and 
^* bleffing God /' they prayed together at 
the election of a new aflbciate in the room of 
Judas i'f the difciples ** continued ftedfaftly 
** in the apoftles* doftrine and fellowfhip, 
** and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. "J 
'* Peter and John went up together into the 
** temple at the hour of prayer," before they 
refl:ored to the lame man the ufe of his feet.§ 
Again, other difciples are recorded|| to have 
" lifted up their voices to God with one 
'^ accord/' The apoftles prayed before they 
laid their hands on the feven deacons :** 
and likewife when Barnabas and Paul were 
called. -f-f Cornelius is defcribed ** as a de- 
** vout man, and one, who, together with 
" his family, prayed to God alway.":|:J 
Paul, at the clofe of his addrefs to the elders 
of the church at Ephefus, " kneeled down, 
*^ and prayed with them all."§§ And, again, 

when 

♦ Luke xxiv. 53, + A£ls i. 24. 

} A&s ii. 42. § A£ls iii. r. 

I Afts iv. 24. •»* Afts vi. 6. 

ft A£l8 xiii. 3* XX A^s x* Z. 
^\ Afts XX. 36^ 
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when he had landed at Tyre, had flayed 
there feven days, and was about to leave it, 
the difciples with their wives and children 
accompanied him out of the city; when 
*' they all kneeled down on the fliore, and 
" prayed/'* 

Thefe are fb many plain repreientations of 
the pra£tice of the apoflles and firft difciples 
of Chrifl. And our author^ feeing the force 
cf thefe precedents, has obferved with fbme 
triumph, ** that fafling and circumcifion, 
** and all the ceremonies of the jewifh ritual 

were continued by the apoftles, whilft the 

temple flood/'-f- ^^^ focial prayer fur^ 
vived the jewifh ritual, and appears to have 
been pradtifed by the apoflles and difciples 
cf Chrifl after circumcifion was done away. 
Concerning the duty of fafling, whatever 
may have been its proper import in the jewifh 
law, it feems to be tranflated into intelligible 
language under the chriflian difpen&tion by 
the word ** temperance :'* and in this view 
it continues obligatory upon us, and no lefs 
falutary to our mcnals, than to our health. 

Let us now turn to the general exhortation 
in our text ; let us, ^* confider one anodier 

^^ to 

♦ A£b xxi. 4, 5. + Enquiry, f. 34, 35 
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•• to provoke unto love, and to good works t 
** not forfaking the ailembling of ourfelves 
^' together, as the manner of fome is ; but 
*' shorting one another : and fo much the 
•• more as ye fee the day approaching.** 
This aflcmbling together was, indeed, evi- 
dently for the purpofe of ** exhorting one 
another tq ftedfaftnefs and perfeverance, 
and of comforting fuch as had gone 
through the great confli£fc of perfecution* 
A work at all times neceflary, but parti- 

* cularly fo, as the day of vengeance and 

* judgment is approaching."* But can any 
one^ ierioufly imagine that this ftedfaflnefs 
and perfeverance were to be procured, or 
that this comfort was to be adminiftered, 
under the great conflict: of perfecution, with- 
out religious intercourfe with God in prayer ? 
The very prefumption is ftamped with abfur- 
dity and contradidion. 

If it be objedted to public prayer that we 
may make improper petitions to God, from 
the great mixture of characters in a public 
congregation; let it be obferved that forma 

of 

^ See Sykes w Hebrews, ch. x. 25.— Wakefield in 
hU Notes on the place in his new Tcftament* 
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of public prayer cannot be too general or 
compreheniive, provided they clearly exprefs 
thofe fentiments which are appropriate to 
foch perfbns, and which unite them together* 
Our waj}t^ and weaknefles^ our temptations 
and trangreffioRS in this world, and our hopei 
and expectations in that which is to come^ 
are, generally fpeaking, common to us alL 
If, for inflance, we fhould pray for health, 
(which has been objected to,) it is in fubfer- 
vience to the divine will; and though our 
ficknefles may be our bleflings, our prayers 
will make us more refigned and patient under 
them, and remind us under whofe govern- 
ment we live. But, after all^ individuals, 
as well in the upper as the lower ranks of 
life, are more likely to commit errors of this 
kind in folitary, than in focial, fervices. No 
fpecies of compofition is more difficult than 
that of prayer. Its excellence confifts in 
fuch guarded propriety of expreffion, and it 
requires fuch an unaiFedled fimplicity and 
dignity of compofition united, as very few 
perfons can attain. Hence alfo all forms of 
prayer require frequent revifipn. 

It 
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It lias been faid, that if ** the prayer of 
" the minifter was made to himfelf, as in a 
modern fynagogue, or delivered as the 
prayer of an individual, as the bleffing in 
the church of England is pronounced by 
the bifliop, if prefent, or, in his abfence, by 
*' the iprieft, it would feem liable to no 
** exception."* 

This ' certainly does not reach the proper 
idea of public worship, but is rather of an 
authoritative aflumption in the officiating mi- 
nifter, who, inftead of being the direftor of 
a religious affembly at pleafure, is, or ought 
to be, no more than their inftrument, or 
organ of union. When our lord prayed at 
any meeting of his difciples, or during his 
teaching in the temple, it was in confequence 
of the pious affedtioh of his own heart, and 
as an example and incitement, we may moft 
reafonably conclude, to unite his hearers in 
a fimilar fervice. His example was not fo 
much to apply to -an individual prayirig to 
the fupreme Being in behalf of the reft, as 
to all of them concurring in offering the 
iacrifice of prayer and praife to the God and 

father of all. 

A difiregard 
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A difregard of God, and of his piovidmce 
is not confined to any one clafs of peribns. 
The lower ranks ansiong us are afiifted in^ 
and indeed owe, all the knowledge they have 
of God and religion to their attendance upon 
the public worfhip of that denominatioa of 
religionifls to which they may be united 
from the circumflances of thdr birth and 
parentage ; their fuperiors, if they vmit not 
to be informed, certainly require to be re<> 
minded of their duty. Public worfhip is a 
great mean, and, in our prefent circumflances, 
the moft efiedtual one, of publifhing religious 
inftruiftion; and prayer particularly interefls 
evety individual : public worfhip is the moil 
probable mean of calling the higher ranks 
to a jufl fenfe of God and religion ; and is 
the only opportunity of introducing to the 
minds of the ignorant the influence of prayer^ 

It is fome evidence of the natural difpofi- 
tioil of the mind of man to addrefs itfelf to 
his creator, when wc &c the untaught pagan 
break forth in prayer to the fupreme Being y 
and, it is flill more to our purpofe, when 
we meet the unlearned, but pious, chriflian 
offering to God the rational fervice of his 

grateful 
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^teful heart, in defpite of the Ignonince and 
fuperftition in which his fpiritual guides have 
kept him. It has many years been recorded 
of an ignorant papiil living in Spain, that he 
perceived a neceflity of his own private 
prayers to God, befides the Pater-nofter, 
Ave-Maries, and the like, ufed in the courfe 
©f the romifli church. But being ignorant 
of any form of prayer, he every morning, 
humbly bending his knees, and lifting up 
his eyes and hands to heaven, deliberately 
repeated the alphabet, — ** And* now," faid 
he, ** O good God, put thefe letters together 
** to fpell fyllables, to fpell words, to make 
'* fuch fenfc, as may be moft to thy glory, 
•' and to my good/'* But, how rare an 
inftance is this, of the fpirit of piety break- 
ing through and difperfing fuch a cloud of 
ignorance as had gathered over this honeft 
peafant from his own want of information, 
<i^nd the fuperilition in which he was held by 
his priefls. 

Every argument for public worfhip can 
only ftand upon fcripture, reafon, and public 

edification « 

A FaUer's ^* Good thoughts in worfe timV 1659, 
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edification. The fervice fhould agree with 
the few great and leading principles of our 
common faith ; fhould correfpond with, and 
be adapted to, the reafon and underftanding 
of thofe who are expefted to join in it ; 
and it will then lead to the inftru<3:ion and 
improvement of all who attend upon it. 

However negligently the public religious 
fervices of this day may be attended, by per- 
fbns of every defcription, (and more efpecially 
in this great city and its immediate neighbour- 
hood,) who is there that can anfwer for the 
confequences of a total rejection of an ordi- 
nance fo congenial with our own unprejudiced 
feelings, fb well calculated to fuit our prefent 
ftate, fo approved by all ages of the world, 
fo agreeable to the practice and precepts of 
our great mafter, and his apoftles and firft 
difciples ? Let us take care that our public 
rejigious fervice be fcriptural and rational, 
worthy of God to whom it is addrefled, arid 
becoming his rational creatures of mankind 
to offer to the creator and governor of the 
world, and he will blefs every voluntary and 
ferious attendance on this mean of intercourfe 
between himfelf and man ; this mean of 

union 
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union and love between fellow- creatures, and 
fellow-chriftians. Under thefe impreffions, 
let us join in this prayer, that ourfelves and 
our houfc, may ferve the Lord, Jehovah, 
in every opportunity of focial prayer, as 
well as in every adtion of our lives. 
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SERMON Vm. 



VINDICATION OF THE APOSTLE PAUL FROM 
THE CHARGE OF SEDITION. 



ACTS XXIV. 5. 

Wl HAVE FOUND THIS MAN A PESTILENT FELLOW, AND 
A MOVER OF SEDITION AMONG ALL THE JEWS THROUGH- 
OUT THE WORLD, AND A RINGLEADER OF THE SECT OF 
THE NAZARENES. 

The arraignment of Paul before Felix the 
roman governor, and the fpeech of Tertullos 
on that occafion, are in the recollection of 
every one, the leaft acquainted v^ith the hif- 
tory of our apoftle. This was the , com- 
mencement of the profecution againH: him ; 
a profecution, the general characters of 
which will afford us a lefTon of uieful in- 
ftru6tion, from the united confideration of the 
conduct of the profccutors, the magiflrates, 
and the prifoner. 

Claudius Lyfias, a roman captain, having 
been called to a tumultuous aflembly of the 

M 2 • jews 
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jews who were difpofcd to inflidl fummary 
punifhment upon the perfon of Paul, refcued 
him from the untempered rage and violence 
of the multitude. Lyfias, finding that he 
was accufed only upon fome queftions of 
their law, but of nothing worthy of death 
or imprifonment, fent him, under a guard 
of foldiers to Antipatris*, giving, them a 
letter to Felix the governor of the province, 
who received the prifoner and this ftate of 
liis cafe ; and in the courfe of a few days, 
proceeded to hear his caufe with due fo- 
lemnity. 

The information was laid againft Paul by 
Ananias the high^prieft and the elders ; an4 
Tertullus^ as the retained advocate of the 
jewa, opened the charge againft him* 

Finding this man (to be) a pefl and a 
mover of fedition," faid he, " among all 
the jews throughout the world, and a ring*^ 
** leader of the feS of the Nazarenea, and 
prefuming alfo to profane the temple ; we 
laid hold on him, and would have judged 
(him) according to our law -f-." He then 

goe$ 

* A&s TCiCiiu 29.31^ t Wakefield's Tranllsction. 
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goes on to recite a narrative of their proceed- 
ings. 

The defence of Paul before FeHx, and 
afterwards before Feftus his fucceflbr *, and 
finally before Agrippa, by whom, after much 
vexation and delay, he was difmifled, are, 
all of them, mafter^ pieces of human elo- 
quence. His fubfequent voyage to Rome 
and his appeal to Ca^far, are the fequel of 
' his memorable hiftory recorded in the afts 
of the apoidles. 

The confeffion of Paul before Felix -f 
was an ingenuous acknowledgment of every 
fa£t, with which they could juftly charge 
him. Concerning thefe queftions, their laws 
were happily filent, and confcquently he was 
not amenable to the tribunal of the civil 
magiftrate, though from the ijeal of the mul- 
titude, excited by their priefts, he had been 
aftually imprifoned, and his life in danger. 

The arrangement of our fubjedt will re- 
quire that we fcparately confider the nature 
of the charge againft him, his defence, and 
the refult of his trial. The application of 
the cafe of our apoAle to ourfelves will arife 

M 3 from 
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from the confideration of his condud under 
the aggravated outrages praftifed againft 
him. 

With refpeft to the firft of thefc- To 
charge a man with being ** a peft and » 
** mover of fedition," is to charge him with 
being a nuifance to focicty, and a difttrrber 
of the public peace, without a juft and ade- 
quate end in view, and without regarding 
that obedience which is due to every well- 
regulated government, founded on the peo- 
ple's confent and approbation. To impute 
to him the being a ringleader of the fedl: of 
the N^zarenes, and the prefuming alfo to pro- 
fane the temple, were criminations which 
will be found to be extra-judicial* In the 
cafe of Paul, the former charge was abfo- 
lutely falfe; the latter was frivolous, and 
beyond the jurifdidion of the judge. 

Every direft and open dillurbance of the 
public peace, which in its principle mili- 
tates againft the well-bein^ of fociety, fliould 
feem to be properly and immediately cog- 
nizable before thofe who are lawfully ap- 
pointed the confervators of the puWic peace. 

But, 
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But^ to do that which it is lawiful to do, otr 
that with which the magiftratc has tto con- 
ccvn, is not to be imputed to Any man as 
(edition ; but, on the contrary, every in- 
terruption of the public peace, confequent 
tipon any unfeafonable intefferencJe, is, in 
juftice, to be afcribed to thofc who, from a 
weak or a perverted judgment, attempt to 
impede any member of fuch fociety from 
doing what he had a right to do, and what, 
in many cafes, it is his duty to do. 

The religious faith of man is not within 
the magiftrate's proper province ; becaufe it 
reipcdls ilot the concern of man with man, 
as a citizen of any ftate, but of man with 
God, as a feafonable and accountable being i 
and becaufe religious faith or opinion is, ifi 
its very nature, beyond his knowledge, and 
fuperior to whatever advantage any exclufive 
■pfotedlion may be fuppofed to beftow, or 
any temporal punishment to inflift. 

When Paul was charged with being a 
ringleader of the kd: of the Nazarenes, and 
having profaned the temple, fuch charge im^ 
plied no more, at that time, than that he was 

M 4 a dif- 
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Si difciple of Jefas Chrift in general *, and had 
preached Chrift crucifiedji which was to the 
jews a Aumbling-block and to the. greeks 
foolifhnefs. With thele imputations tlfe 
civil magiftrate had no concern, becaufe the 
preaching the gofpel of Chrift by Paul did 
in no wiie difturb the allegiance of the peo- 
ple to the then fubfifting government, nqr 
was indeed, in any way concerned with the 
political inftitutions of any civil fociety, as 
fuch. 

When Paul pleaded to thcfe charges, he 
replied that, ** after the way which they 
*' called herefy, he worshipped the God of 
** his fathers," who was no other than the 
only living and true God. The diftinftion 
which he makes in this acknowledgment in 
laying that he did fo, '* after the way which 
** they called herefy," means neither more 
nor lefs, than after a way different from their 
own. Paul owned the divine authority of 
the law and the prophets ; but fuperadded, 
a belief in the divine commiffion of Jefiw 
Chrift. Having this additional teftimony in 
Xupport of his faith, he had additional mo- 
tives 

% See Moflieim. Eccles. hift, 8vo. 2d edit. vol. i. p>i73^ 
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fives to give the fame religious homage to 
' tHe God of his fathers. He did not, be- 
caule of the preaching of the gofpel, change 
the obje^ of divine worfhip, or admit anj 
.other being to (hare in it ; but believing in 
the preaching of Jefus Chrift, as a.meffengcr 
and prophet of God, he was more ftrongljr 
perfuaded to honour and obey the God of 
his fathers than before* This principle of 
our apoftle the bigotted jews reproached; 
and being fomewhat different from their 
own^ they called it ** herefy." It (hould, how- 
ever, be obferved, that this terni is a very 
harmlefs word iu its original import, and 
involves no greater criminality than Paul 
teadily acknowledged. It has, indeed, re- 
ceived a different acceptation in eccleliaflical 
hiflory, and been (hamefully perverted by 
ecclefiaAical bigots from the days of Paul to 
our own, to the general annoyance of the 
chriftian world, and no lefs general extirpa- 
tion of chriftian charity. 

In further vindication of himfelf Paul de- 
clared that his perfuafion, " that there would 
** be a refurredion both of the juft and the 
«•• unjuft,^ was fo far from being a novel 

dodrine. 
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dofhine,, that his very accufers allowed it« 
The fadducees indeed maintained that there 
was no refurrei^on, but the great body of 
the jews believed in it* What then (hall 
we fay for his perfecutors^ feeing that he 
worshipped the fame one God of his fathers^ 
received the fame fcriptures, believed in the 
fame prophets, and held, in common with 
them, thedodrine ofa rcfurredtion from the 
dead. And, as if it were to fill up the mea« 
fure of the iniquity of this perfccution of 
Paul, obferve the fequel of his confeflion, 
that he endeavoured to have always a con^ 
fcience void of offence towards God and 
men. This might, indeed, irritate the ma<« 
lice of the priefts in the days of Paul, as 
iimilar recommendations miay have done, in 
various cafes, in every fuccccding century : 
j uft as the charaders of truth and virtue will 
irritate the refentment of calumniators on lefs 
occafions. 

Let us now attend to the confequences of 
this profecution of Paul. His enemies, fail- 
ing to fubftantiate their charge, were de- 
feated. They fucceeded in nothing except 
involving our apoillc in all the vexations 

which 



§4 



. C 187 ) 

which arc ever attendant upon matters of 
this kind ; aiad which oftentimes fall more 
heavy and fevere, than the pun'i(hment 
legally appropriated to fcvcral fpecific and 
notorious offences againft the ftate. After 
the final clofe of this bnfinefs, ** Paul con- 
tinued (at Rome) two whole years in his 
own hired houfe; and gladly received 
always every one that came unto him: 
preaching the kingdom of God, and 
teaching, with all confidence, concern- 
ing the lord Jefus Chrifl, without hin- 
" drance*." 

The application of this part of the 
apoflle's hiflory ought not to be confined to 
any one time, any one placo^ or any one 
perfon. The principles upon which all par- 
tics aded fhould be duly confidered with a 
view to gain all pofEble advantage from the 
example they have afforded us, by abandon- 
ing what is wrong, and adhering to what 19 
right. 

The civil magiflratc will do well to recoi- 
led the conduct of Gallio on a fimilar occa- 
fion, who declined to meddle with any of 

thefe 
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thcfc things. He muft fee how very inju- 
rious to truth, and how foreign to his proper 
bufinefs, it is to interfere with the religious 
faith of any fubje<a of any flatei how con- 
trary it is to his own true intereft to op •. 
prefs by violence, or to ftifle by bribery, 
the religious principle in man, which is the 
bed foundation of all true allegiance even to 
the bed of governments. 

In the condu& of the apoftle we may ob*- 
ferve every thing that can give real dignity to 
the character of the true chriflian. An un- 
daunted mind, with a well-governed temper 
towards his perfccutors and jqdges : forti- 
tude without arrogance, integrity without 
diffimulation, iirmnefs without obftinacy, 
humility without meanneis. A fpirit worthy 
of a martyr, a meeknefs becoming an apoflle. 
Never did the beauty and dignity of a good 
mind break forth in more elegant fimplicity of 
language, than that of Paul when he replied 
to Agrippa in the public court, ** I would to 
•* God, that not only thou, but all likewife, 
** who hear me this day, were both almoft 
^^ and altogether fuch as I alfo am, except 
'^ thefc bonds*." 

As 
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As we have obferved generally on the duty 
of the civil magiftratc, it will become us to 
fay fomething upon the duty of the chriftiaa 
citizen living in a country where there is, 
what is called, a chriftian eftablifhment* 

The injunction to ftand faft in the liberty 
wherewith Chrift hath made us free, ex- 
preffes a duty of primary obligation and con- 
fequcnce. If we do not faithfully attend to 
•this important duty, all inquiry after truth 
will be in vain at the beft, will probably 
involve us in uneafinefs, and produce no- 
thing but vexation of fpirit. It may, indeed, 
difcover our ' many errors in opinion, and 
faults in praftice ; but it will alfo prefent to 
us our difgraceful bondage, and the crimi*- 
nality of every voluntary compliance with it,. 
Ancient prejudices may long conceal the 
truth, but they will gradually difperfe before 
the light of the gofpel. And, who is there 
that can view, without the deepeft regret, 
our chriftian liberty deftroyed by an cfta- 
hliihed fervitude, the moft humiliating pro- 
fpedl of all others to a rational creature of 
God, informed and enlightened by reve- 
lation. 

We 
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Wc cannot more worthily cxercife our 
rcafon than in inquiring into the credibility 
of every revelation of the will of God, and 
in difcovering the meaning and import of 
thofe pages, where we are told fuch revela^ 
tion is to be found. But what avails this 
inquiry, or this confequent difcovery, if any 
iyftem of faith is predetermined upon by the 
ftate, and exclufively proteded, on the one 
hand, by civil and ecclefiaftical endowments, 
and, on the other, by pains and penalties, 
and feclufion from civil and religious rights* 

In fuch a fituation, it is a duty, which 
devolves with double force upon the chrif- 
tian and the proteftant, to vindicate and 
maintain, by all lawful and honourable 
means, the right which he cannot give up, 
without renouncing chriftiaxiity, and fub- 
verting the principles of his chriftian proteft 
3gainft the claims of the church of Rome- 

. When the civil governors of a country 
have given occafion, by the impertinent in- 
terfer-ence of their authority, for their fub- 
jeds to feek relief in this matter, it has beco 
00 unufual thing to brand fuch remonftrants 
with the imputation of fedition ; the charge 

of 
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of being a mover of feditlon has been again 
and again repeated without any foundation. 
So perverfe has been the policy of menj that 
this fcandal has been hitherto unavoidable : 
and if the fame abufe fhall be continued, 
and v^'e mufl: be contented to fhare in the 
hard jUfage of Paul, and of others, who 
have gone before us, kt us like him, and the 
more excellent followers of our lord, endea- 
vour not to deferve fuch ungenerous treat- 
ment. 

It is a matter worthy the moft ferious and 
public confideration, that if the application 
for the reftq ration of our deareft and moft 
valuable rights is to be mifreprefented, the 
pcrfons of the appellants to be profcribed, 
and, in the end, the redrefs not to be ob* 
tained without tumult; the public voice 
ought neither to depreciate the value of the 
right, tQ condemn the juft ice of the claim, 
or blame the peaceable contenders for the 
liberty &nd rights of the gofpel. As well 
might the robber charge the perfon he has. 
plundered with raifing a difturbance in the 
ftsttc by attempting tp recover his own* as 

thc^ 
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ihc civil power condemn the remonftrants 
j(br chriftian liberty as being movers of fedi- 
tion. Indeed, all blame and reproach^ in 
fuch cafe, belong to the obftinacy and vio- 
lence of thofe only, who rcjedl every chrif- 
tian and proteftant plea. 

If there be one right more valuable than 
another, it is that which rdpefts our con- 
cerns with God and our own confcicnce: 
and as human meafures cannot ultimately 
regulate, or indeed affect either, men (hould, 
in no cafe, attempt to obtrude their au- 
thority where, at beft, it is nugatory, but, 
more generally, greatly hurtful and preju- 
dicial. 

The prefent fituation of the chriftian 
world in thi« refpeft is a pretty ftrong pro- 
tfeft againft the principle of my arguments ; 
but their prefent conduft does not conclude 
againft the pra<flicability of a reformation, 
or the probability of a fpeedy reftoration of 
tho(e religious rights, which the civil infti- 
tution« of Europe have depreffed. 

In this country, a great part of the TeK- 
gious liberty we enjoy is by fufferance, not 
fey law. And, from a delufion, arifing from 

a pro- 
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i profligacy of manners, and confcquent 
dereliftion of a proper regard to all prin- 
ciple, we may, for fdme time longer, call 
in vain for that perfedl and pure liberty 
which reafon and Icripture^ common fenfe 
and common policy would make our own ; 
the eflablifhment of which would add a 
tranfcendant dignity to any legiflaturje, and 
exhibit to the world at large^ how much 
more blefled it is to give than to receive. 

It is not to be imagined, but that, gene- 
rally fpcaking, men's underftandings are 
prepared and informed, though their temper 
has fufiered a mod untoward derangement. 
Neverthelefs, it is moft probable that this 
temper will be meliorated, and a fpirit, more 
congenial with the gofpel of Chrift, will 
animate the difciples of the fame common 
mafter. 

Be it, therefore, our care to watch dili- 
gently over ourfelves, our principles, and our 
condu6l. Let us neither be intimidated by 
the threats or infolence of men, nor in- 
veigled into fupinenefs by fpecious promifes. 
Let us be firm and inflexible in the caufc of 
truth and righteoufnefs ; and while we inno- 
voL. I. N cently 
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cently become all things to all men» in order 
to gain fom^y let us never lof^ fight of the 
juflice we owe to the caufe of chriftian 
liberty, to ourfelves, and to our pqfterity. 
And, finally, let u€ in (c^fpn and put of 
feafon appeal to the underftanding and r^li* 
gion ^f par country loen -, .and when cpn^nioo 
prudence, fhall fuggeft and approve the op- 
portunity^ let us again apply to the legif- 
lature, which holds us in bondage, for that 
liberty which wocild leave us to dif^hafge 
the united fun^tiops of good chriftians and 
good citizens, agreeably to the gofpel. 

When we r^d of the h^vy biirdens itpa^ 
pofed by the fcribe^ ^nd phariiees, we cannot 
overlpok either the feverity of reprppf, with 
which Cbrift fpake of them, or the patience 
and gopd temper with which h? carried him* 
felf towards thefe men. In like manner, let 
us remember always tq diftinguiOi between 
blafpheroy and the blafph^mer, between per- 
fecution and the perfecutor. 
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SERMON IX.* 



THE PRINCIPLES OF THE REVOLUTION THE 
SECURITY OF LIBERTY. 



PSALM CXLIV, 15. 



HAPPY ARE THE PEOPLE THAT AltE IN SUCH A CASE | 
YEA, BLESSED ARE THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE LORD 
FOR THBIR GOD. 

This pfalm is faid to have been written 
by David, on occafion of his fighting with 
Goliah, In it he praifeth God for his paft 
fupport and mercy ; he prayeth to God to 
deliver him from the power of his enemies, 
and to advance the happinefs of his country- 
men. ** Rid me," (fays he,) ** and deliver 
" ma from the hand of ftrange children^ 
" whofe mouth Ipeaketh vanity, and their 
** right-hand is a right-hand of falfehood; 
** that our fons may be as plants grown up 
** in their youth ; that our daughters may be 

N 2 ** as 

« Preached on Sunday, November 2, 1788. 
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as the corner-ftones, polilhed after the 
limilitude of a palace: that our garners 
may be full, affording all nianner of ftore ; 
that our fhcep may bring forth thoufands, 

** and tens of thoufands in our ftrects ; that our 

« 

oxen may be ftrong to labour ; that there 

be no breaking in, nor going out ; that 

there be no complaining in our ftrcets*." 

And this defcriptive meditation, in the 

genuine fpirlt of true patriotifm, is clofed 

with the words of the text ; " Happy are 

** the people that are in fuch a cafe; yea, 

" blefled arc the people who have the Lord 

'' for their God." 

The bleffings prayed for and promifed 

under the jewifh difpenfation were temporal, 

even in cafes where men were confidered as 

individuals; but when they are fpoken of 

colleftively and as a people, they muft necef- 

farily fliare fomewhat indifcriminately in the 

rife, profperity and fall of national charafter 

and conduft. Neverthelefs, whether we look 

upon things temporal or things eternal, 

** blefled are the people who have the Lord 

^' for their God." 

But, 

* Pfalm cxliv. 1 1 — 14. Sec quarto edit, of the Bible> 
printed at Birmingham, 1788. 
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But, before a people can aflure themfelves 
that they have the Lord for their God, they 
fhould firft be able to fay that they worfhip 
him and him only ; that they acknowledge 
his providence, and endeavour to do his will. 
This is no light fpeculative opinion, which 
may be taken up, or laid down, with indif- 
ference, for it is eflential to our forming juft 
notions of his government ; and confequently 
it is eflential to our pradtical obedience to his 
laws, that we form right and worthy notions 
of that one great, almighty Being, who holds 
in his balance the fyftems of the univerfe ; 
who looks down upon the aSions of his 
creatures, and knows their motives ; who 
has fo ordered the world that from their 
obedience to the precepts of religion and 
virtue they fhall derive increafed happinefs. 

Next to our worfliipping the one only 
living and true God, and before we, who 
are his fubjefls, can call ourfelvcs his fer- 
vants, it is indifpenfably neceflary that we be 
obedient to his will concerning us, fo far as 
we are able to difcover it, in every aftion of 
our lives : and fo long as we profefs our- 
felves the difciples of our mafter Jefus Chrift, 

N 3 that 
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that we regulate our temper and conduft by 

the laws of his goipel. 

The ways of God are juttly faid to be paft 

our finding out ; yet, when wc are ferioufly 

impreiTed and convinced that we arc placed 

here in a ftate of difcipline and progreilion 

for another world, we fhall obfcrve many 

feeming difficulties in the divine difpenfation 

to be evidently intended to promote our chief 

and lafling happinefs ; and, in the confidence 

that all things are uiider the unerring direc-« 

tion of an all- wife, perfedl and good Being, 

when we cannot fathom his counfels we fhall 

learn to truft his providence. For, not only 

the private fortunes (as we ibme times fpeak) 

of individuals, but the revolutions and fiite of 

empires arc apparently unaccountable. We 

oftentimes fee the wicked flourifh, and the 

tyrant bear rule ; we fee the virtuous and the 

good fuller, and whole nations bend to the 

yoke of the moft ignominious flavcry. And 

yet we may, generally fpeaking, cry out widi 

David, " we never faw the righteous foriaken, 

or their feed begging their bread ;" nor any 

people, who, when they felt the yoke, did 

not unite, and ultimately fucceed, to cail it 

from them. 

But, 
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But, without Affe&ing to feafch into^ 01^ 
to difclofe, the fccret courifels of God, or to 
appropriate his difpenfaitiofts of profpefity or 
adverfity refpedivdy, by &ying llift this or 
that particular event is the Lord's doing i we 
may obferve, throughout the hiftory of man-* 
kind, that however differfent the inftrunfients^ 
or varidus the means may be, iimilar caufes 
have, under fimilar circumftancesf, always 
produced fimilar effedts. And, from this 
hiftorical fadt, it becomes all parties to learn 
wifdom, otherwife vire lofe the benefit of 
example in all the paft inftances of encroach- 
ments of power, or of refiftance to oppref- 
fion. 

To that happy event which our country- 
men are called to commemorate at this f<^fon, 
after th6 focceflion of a century of years, we 
owe, under God, that the principles of pro-* 
teftantffm are pubHcly maintained, and that 
civil liberty is enjoyed and eftabliflied irt 
our land. The diftance of time, therefore, 
inftead of obliterating the remembrance of 
fo glorious an event, ought to ihcreafe o\Jtt 
gratitude, becaufe it irtcreafeft our obligation 
by the continuance of thofe bkffings which 

N 4 it 
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it fecurcd to us. Not only wc ourfelvca 
breathe the free air of liberty, but our fathers 
have run their courfe under the protedion, 
and in the enjoyment of^ the principles of 
the revolution ; and we trufl that the fober 
and ferious recoUedlion of the important 
bleffings we enjoy will animate us to perfcd 
and eflablifh them on the fure bafis of equal 
right and pofitive law; to preferve them 
unfuUied, apd deliver thom unimp^dredi by 
^ny ad or fupinenefs of our own, to our 
fons, and our fons' fons. 

The proper difcuflion of this fubje<St neither 
requires, nor indeed will it admit, any 
digreffion on the one fide or the other, in 
accommodation to perfonal or temporary 
politics. It ought to be confidered alone 
and by itfelf, without regarding the periba 
of man, pr calculating the meafure of ex- 
pediency, which is to direft the application 
pf the principle. Tyranny may be eftabliihed 
and extended, or liberty itfelf may be abufed 
i)y political fa<5Uons : but the principle upon 
which our ev^r- memorable revolution was 
founded is the principle of t|ie genuine 
friends of every conftitution of government 

founded 
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founded in the liberty and happinefs of its 
conftituent members. And no other con* 
ftitution of government is becoming the 
dignity and reafopable mind of man to 
acknowledge. Hence alfo it follows of 
courfe, that whenever the queftion occurs, 
whether it is neceflary to call forward and 
apply that principle, the generation of men 
who fliall then be capable of adling for them- 
felves muft determine the meafure of their 
wrongs, and the application of their remedies. 

The greateft bleffings given us by the 
great author of our being may, by being 
abufed, be converted into the fevereft fcourges. 
Religion, liberty, and health, to be enjoyed, 
muft be exercifed under rhe direftion of 
reafon and temperance. And, as the abufers 
of them are fuicides in refpedt to them* 
felves, fo they are worfe than murderers, 
who would defpoil others of thefe, the greateft 
ornaments and higheft enjoyments of human 
life. 

To rejoice merely in the abdication or 
expuliion of a bigot and a tyrant, however 
the puniftiment may be deferved by his 
criminal adminiftration, is little more than 

to 
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to rejoice in the gratification of perfonal and 
indignant refentmcnt: the proper oCcafion 
of joy to a liberal and enlarged mind is the 
deftruftion of bigotry and tyranny. We may 
indeed be told that much benefit may be 
derived to fociety from the execution of 
juftice on the perfon of the delinquent ; and 
that the feveral inftances, with which all 
national hiftories abound, of unrighteous men 
not being permitted to fee half their, days, 
ought to be a perpetual leflbn to every fucceed- 
ing generation. Neither can we controvert 
this fa(3^, or the ufes intended to be made of if. 
It has very generally happened, that tyrants 
and defpots have either lived to fee the defeat 
of their projed:s to deftroy the liberties of 
their country, or been gathered to their 
anceftors by an adt of public juftice; or, 
where neither of thefe have happened, the 
proudeft viftories and triumphs of the mightieil 
conquerors of mankind, and devaftators of 
their cities, have conligned their names and 
memories to everlafting infamy and execra- 
tion. 

The true friends of liberty feek not, there- 
fore, any new thing, neither do they aflc 

for 
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for any concefliori ; they look only for the 
eftablifliment of thofc rights which they 
cannot alienate, and the perpetual prcfervation 
of thofe principles which they will not 
abandon: at the fame timci^ they look not 
to the vindication of either, but with a view 
to the mutual protcdtion of the crown and 
people in the enjoyment of their refpeftive 
prerogatives and privileges, fo cflcntially ne- 
ceflary to the true dignity, honour, and 
happinefs of both. The blindeft partizan 
to any individual perfon or family ought 
not to aik more; and the conftitutional 
citizen does not wifh to give lefs. And the 
difference between thefe parlies lies in the 
means, rather than in the end ; in their no- 
tions of the fource and origin of power, and 
in the qualifications with which it ihall be 
delegated, not concerning whofe hands it 
fhall be committed to. At this time of day, 
it is almoft needlefs to add, in confirmation 
of the wifdom and good policy of thefe prin- 
ciples, that in the peoples' liberty confifteth 
the prince's true happinefs and fccurity ; and 
in their profperity, under the benign in- 
fluence of a free conilitution, his higheft 

dignity and honour. 

Let 
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the expulfion of the Stuart family, and the 
eftablifliment of the houfe of Hanover would 
probably have failed from the oppofition of 
fome of our own mif-judging countrymen, and 
the then hoftile armies of France; an event 
this which would have configned us to the 
dominion of tyranny and popery, and denomi- 
nated that noble ftruggle an ** unfuccefsful 
rebellion/' which we are now happy to re- 
member as a ** glorious revolution." 

Neither fhould we, in the commemoration 
of thefe events fo highly favourable to the 
interefts of true religion and true liberty, to 
all that is dear to us as proteftants and as 
Britons, forget our acknowledgment of the 
fervices of our deliverer, nor of the patriot 
virtues of that no lefs illuftrious band of 
men, of whatever rank in focietv, who 
hazarded their lives and properties in defence 
of their rights, and the liberties of their 
country. 

Toconcludew The commemoration of blef- 
lings received, whether national or perfbnal, 
(hould excite, at once, our gratitude to, and our 
confidence in, the almighty parent and go- 
vernor of all; and infpire that meafure of 

virtue. 
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and more juftifiable title, than can be derived 
from any pretended divine indefcafible here- 
ditary right, however exprefled or made out. 

Another great error arifing from miftaken 
notions of political duty is the contention 
for the maftery, in cafes, where all parties 
ihould co-operate reciprocally to aflift each 
other, and, as far as may be, to give perma- 
nency to the feparate rights of both, for it 
is the inter eft of all that they fliould fever ally 
be preferved inviolate. Encroachments on 
either part are lefs generous, and more 
dangerous than open attacks ; for it will 
require a watchful eye to obferve, a found 
judgment to deliberate, and a determined 
fpirit to refift every attempt to carry by fur- 
prife or treachery, or both, what neither 
law nor juftice will give, and what power 
alone can effeft. And, in proportion to the 
importance of the matter in agitation, all 
parties fhould proceed to inveftigate the 
qucftion with difpaflion and coolnefs; and 
purfue fuch meafures as the occafion make* 
neceflary, and their judgment approves, 
with refolution and vigour. Without thefe 
previous circumftances of right and wifdom 

the 
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tte true dignity of our prinde, and the into* 
grity of our own minds. 

" Happy then are the people that arc iii 
*• fuch a cafe; yea, blefled are the people 
*^ who have the lord for their God/' 
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SERMON X.» 



THE PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT 
OF CIVIL LIBERTY. 



JOB V; 12. 



HE WSAPPOIMTETH THE DEVICES OF THE CRAFTY, 
SO THAT THEIR HANDS CANNOT PERFORM THEIR 
JENTERPRISE. 

The language of^ Eliphaz, in this and 
Other expreffions in the fame chapter, is very 
unequivocal and ftrong. By the ** devices 
*^ of the crafty/* we muft underftand the 
fchemes aixd projects which are founded in 
deceit, injufllce and oppreflion, and con- 
duded by means which can only be ap- 
proved by fuch mifchievous fchemers and 
projeftors. Craftinefs, lix common fpeech, 
carries, in its very found, fomething that is 

detedable 

* Preached in the unitarian chapel, in Eifex-ftreet, 
London, on Sunday, November 4, 1792, being the 
ahnivbrfary of the revolution of 1688. 
VOL. I. O 
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who, of all others, ought to be the faft to 
aflbciate with the crafty or take counfel with 
the deceiver. But it is no fboner fufpeSed, 
than it is, in part, di farmed ; it is no fooner 
difcovered, than its patrons lofc the public 
Opinion and confidence in their meafures^ 
however wife ; and are tbemfelves finally 
compelled to fit doWn under the lofs of alt 
credit and reputation, when they (hall after* 
wards fpeak the trnth, or aft with wifddni 
and integrity. So many eyes, which look 
not through a partial medium,, are upon 
every public charadier, that fufpicion follows 
clofe at the heels of craftinefs, and difcovery 
generally overtakes it. Like a city fituated 
on an hill, in fuch fituations,* it cannot be 
hidden. If it fucceeds for once, it fucceeds 
no more. For when a man deceives mc 
once. It is his fault ; but if he is fuflfered to 
deceive me a fecond time, I (hare the fault 
with him, to fay the leaft: and a merely 
political argument would prove that I made 
it wholly my own. This obfervation will 
apply as forcibly to the world at large, is to 
individuals. 

Whether we confider the violent alarm 
which Paul fpread artiolig the filver-fmiths 

of 
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of Ephefus who w^re employed In making 
filvcr-fhrines for Diana, when he pcrfuaded 
many people that they were no gods, which 
were made with hands, and became full of 
wrath, and cried out, faying, ** Great is 
" Diana of the Ephefians*," which, in 
other words, is the true fpirit of prieft- 
craft. Or, whether we turn our attention 
to that artificial fophiftry and chicanery 
which our James the firft, in the heighth of 
his royal folly, honoured with the name of 
king-Craft -, they are equally, in the end, the 
deftrudlion of the power they were intended 
to prefer ve and to perpetuate. 

It is a part of our prefent difquifition, to 
inquire further, how we are to underftand 
the appropriation of this difappointment of 
** the devices of the crafty," to the immediate 
hand of God, who is here (aid to defeat 
them, by rjot fuffering them to ** perform 
their enterprife." 

This, and an almoft infinite number of 
fimiiar exprefiions in the old and new Tefla- 
ment, fhould be fo conflrued and underAood 
as to be confident with the proper govern- 

O 3 ment 
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ment of God and the refponfibility of man 
for his anions. God is faid by Job, to 
" pour contempt upon princes^ and tp 
♦* weaken the ftrength of the mighty*." 
And the pfalmift obferves, in a fong of 
thankfgiving, that, ** if it had not been the 
^*' Lord, who was on our fide, when men 
^* rofe up againft us, then they had fwal- 
** lowed us up alive-f-." In both thefe places, 
God is not to be fuppofed fpeeially, and 
independently of their proper caufe, to bring 
contempt upon the one, or fight by the fide 
of the other, as we fhould fpeafc of our 
fellow-creatures. Neither are we to pre- 
fume that his thoughts and fchemes are 
particularly diverted to the right-hand or to 
the left, by any extraordinary and occafional 
efforts to accomplifli and apply thefe chaftife- 
ments of the fons of men; but that he 
brings all thefe things to pafs by the ordinary 
fyflem of his government ; by conne(3:ing, 
fooner or later, the juft efFedl with its proper 
caufe, in the great and perfect feale of his 
providence, though we cannot fathom his 
pownfels 5 by making the whole of his dif- 

penfations 

^ Job xii. 21. t Pfalmcxxiv. 2, 3. 
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penfations to fulfill the great purpofes of 
trial -and difcipline j of reward or punifti- 
meiit ; of example and encouragement to 
the good, and of terror to evil-doers, as the 
behaviour and occafions of mankind require. 
Thus we fee,, the wifdom of man is foolifti- 
nefs with God ; and the wife are, oftenlimes, 
taken in their own craftinefs*. 

Upon every extraordinary and memorable 
occafion we are all very apt to exclaim with 
the pfalmift, ^* This is the Lord's doing, 
** and it U ittarvellous in our eyes'j'," The 
ientiment is juH: and true in the abftra(ft ; 
but it not feldom happens that many of us, 
who ufe this and fuch-like prompt expreffions 
upon particular occafions j do greatly mif- 
conceive their proper import. Thus, for 
inftancci the rifing of the fun is the Lord's 
doing, but bfecaufe we obferve its regular 
diurnal return, we do not fo emphatically 
afcribe its courfe to the one great caufe of 
all things, as we do events which are more 
rare and uncommon, and which come upon 
us unexpeded and by furprife. 

04 We 

• Jobv. 13. ^nd I Cor, iii. 19. 

t Pf. cxviii. 23. alfoMatt. xxi. 42. and Markxil. ii. 
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We may indeed be told, that ^ it is better 
'^ to truft ia the Lord, than to put any 
*^ confidence in princes."* The weaknefs 
tod inftability of the higheft diftindions 
among men are here con traded with the 
power and integrity of God ; and the truft 
which we are recommended by the pfalmift 
to place in God, is not a blind reliance 
upon him to help and aflift us without our 
own endeavours, but that our beft endea*^ 
yours to do the will of God will be pro- 
moted and aflifted by the conftitution of 
things, which he hath ordained, in fome 
way, unknown to us, and unfearchable by 
us, but which will ultimately fulfill his great 
and chief purpofe, the general happinefs of 
all his creatures. 

We are alfo frequently too much difpoied 
to interpret domt difpenfations into marks 
or tokens of the imn^diate approbation of 
heaven, and others into wrathful judgments; 
while they afe the reihlt of natural and 
neceffary caufes in the very conilitution of 
things. 

One, if not the chiei^ reafon of this mif- 

apprebenfion of the caufe of tljitttgreat eyents; 

• • 
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iii the hiftory of mankind, is our prcfum- 
ing, that becaufe they exceed our limited 
expedation, and have taken us unawares, 
therefore they are the work of a moment, 
a day, or a year. But the careful ob- 
ferver of the niftory of the world will find 
all great national events to have advanced 
gradually to a crifis, to have ftruggled 
with many difficulties in their progrefs^ 
and their caufes to have been accumulating 
for ages. It is in this view, the. eftablifh- 
ment of liberty or tyranny, in each nation 
relpeflively, has been the natural fruit of 
the tree which God hath originally equally 
permitted to be planted and watered. 

If we look into the hiftory of our own 
country we fhall find this fadl fully efta- 
blifhed. The fettlement of the government 
under Henry the feventh was the refult of 
the power and fpirit of the people being 
exhaufted in the continual wars between 
the greater barons, for upwards of two cen- 
turies, for no greater or better reafon than 
which branch of the fame houfe fhould oc« 
cupy the throne. The objeft of thefe intef- 
tine and bloody commotions was trifling, and 

the 
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the pretence for terminating them, (becaufc 
of a marriage between the reprefentatives 
of the contending parties,) was a reafon as 
unimportant and inadequate as the objeft 
itfelf was trifling. If we look for the true 
caufe of the decapitation of tlie firft Charles 
and* the expulfion of the fecond James, it 
will not be confined merely to the into- 
lerant bigotry of the one, or the faithlefs 
hypocrify of the other, but will be found 
in the fiicceffive and accumulated oppref-. 
iions of the Tudor and 'Stuart families, 
which had wearied the fubmifiion of a pa- 
tient people. 

Again. The reformation is noffolely to 
be afcribed to the caprice, much lefs to the 
virtue or religion of the eighth Henry, but 
to the continued overbearing temper of, the 
papal hierarchy, which had, for feveral 
centuries, infulted our liberties ; and to the 
large endowments of the monafterles, which 
had greatly exhaufted the people!s coffers^ 
^nd had monopolized for the fervice of idle-. 
nefs and vice more than their (hare of the 
comforts of life. 

The glorious revolution, whofc anniver* 
iary rtturas as on this day, did not ori- 
ginate 
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ginate with thofe who were the happy in- 
ftrumcnts in eftabliihing it, but Iprang from 
a feries of oppreffions, which the people 
fufFered under the four preceding reigns, each 
of which may fucceffively be diftinguiflied 
by the charadters of pedantry, of hypocrify, of 
profligacy, and of bigotry, Thefe, at length, 
roufed the flceping lion, and once more re- 
novated and invigorated the principles of 
liberty in our ifland. Yet this was, pro- 
perly fpeaking, no way marvellous in our 
eyes, but the natural effefl: of many con- 
spiring caufes ; and a repetition of the fame 
or fimilar abufes and difgraceful fcenes, 
would produce the fame refiftance. We 
ihould not, therefore, now, any more than 
our anceftors formerly, have to wait to 
know the will of God, by any iignal, or 
miraculous, declaration of it, whether it 
would be ajiproved by him. We muft, in 
fuch cafe, as heretofore, inquire of the 
people by what rule, and by whom, they 
would be governed ; and their anfwer is the 
voice of God. Thus a popular govern- 
ment h the neareft a-kin to a theocracy; 
and the only indefeaiible right to govern 

appertains 
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appertains to their appointment. Such is 
our conftitution ; and thefe are the prin- 
ciples which have given to our princes a 
dignity unknown in arbitrary and abfolutely 
hereditary governments. 

The example which this country hath 
heretofore fet to the nations of Europe^ on 
various occafions, hath been contemplated 
with horror hy the feudal defpots, while it 
has been looked up to with reyererice and 
^nvy by the friends of freedom through the 
world. Other countries are difpofed to 
adopt the general principles of our govern^ 
ment; but they will> as each ihall.ipe occa* 
fion, improve our fyftem; and, by a purer 
policy, carefully avoid thofe errors into 
which fome original defeats have involvis^ 
us. The ufe and abufe of the beft political 
inftitutions will refpeftively give us the poij- 
feffion and enjoyment of the greateft degreg 
of fopial and private happi^efs, or their 
contrary. The fecurity of all that is va^ 
luable in this life, and more efpecially under 
the prefent increafe of religious and political 
knowledge, depends upon the ^dlual, no(: thp 
ideal or Jiyppthetical enjoynapnt, of that Ut 

berty 
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berty in religion, wherewith Chrift hath feft 
us free ; and that liberty, in civil matters, 
which is derived from men being, by honeft 
and univerfal reprefentation, their own Ic- 
grfliitors. May it, therefore, be the honour 
and glory, a6 it wo\ild be the higheft wifdom 
of Britain, to corredl every defefl: in her 
political conftitution, and every abufe which 
the hand of time hath engrafted upon 
the labours of our forefathers. Thefe 
being accompliflied by the public virtue of 
her citiz'ens, (and there is only one para- 
mount and common intereft which fhould 
unite us all,) would bring down the bleffings 
of millions on the heads of thofe who (hall 
atchieve fo good and glorious a work ; per- 
manent peace and profperity, and aflured 

« 

liberty would then be the portion of our 
children, and our children's children; and 
the higheft earthly honour would irradiate 
the brow of him who fl^ould be dignified 
with th6 executive government. 

The itivafion of the liberties of France, by 
a leagued confpiracy of foreign force, hath, 
happily for the liberties of all mahkind, 
been hitherto repelled. I fay, happily for 

the 
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the liberties of all mankind, for the great 
principles, that ** every nation is competent 
** to fettle its own government," and that 
" it is fufEcient reafon for any form to be 
'* adopted that the people will it fo to be," 
will now be univerfally received as axioms 
in the pradlice, as well as theory of politics. 
Like the water that wafhes their coaft and 
unites it with the moft diftant parts of the 
globe, thef principles and bleffings of a free 
government will travel to, and unite with, 
every, inhabited region of the earth. Ame- 
rica has already redeemed herfelf from colo- 
nial oppreffion, and prefted herfelf into free 
and united ftates : and (he now rifes ac- 
cordingly to that dignity among the nations 
of the earth to which her virtues give her 
an undoubted title.. Poland, indeed, had no 
fooner eftablil!hed a free government, through 
the virtue of a patriot king, than it was 
defpoiled of its liberty, by the piratical 
defpotifm of a neighbouring tyrant. But 
^ime, I am perfuaded, will effedt what un- 
aflifted internal refources have, for the pre- 
fent, been unable to accomplifh. And, it 
is to be hoped, for the benefit of one part of- 

mankind. 
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mankind, and the admonition of the other, 
that the defpotic conduct of the plunderers 
will, ere long, upon themfelves recoil, and 
afford^ another example of the price that 
muft finally be paid by any one nation for in- 
termedling with the internal government of 
another, with which it has no concern 
whatever; 

France is indeed yet fubjed to the fl.uc- 
tuating fortune of war, and to the internal 
diflentions incidental to fuch great events, 
and thefe conftitute a very fevere trial and 
fcrutiny of the fpirlts of men. The many 
thoufands of the friends of freedom, who 
have fallen, fince foreigners have invaded and 
penetrated their country, have fo recently 
pcrilhcd, that it yet damps the impulfive 
joy at the triumphs of liberty. The lofs of 
the deluded folio ^'ers of tyrants cannot be 
obferved with indifference. But if there be 
one ingredient in the fecial happinefs of man, 
which is above all price, it is genuine un- 
corrupted liberty; we may, therefore, ven- 
ture to aflert that thefe vidtims of the 
ambition of their leaders, had been much 
better facrificed in redrefllng their own^ 

wrong.% 
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wrongs, than in plundering and endea- 
vouring to enflave their neighbours. Thft 
daughter, however, which they have alter- 
nately committed and fufFered, will put to 
eternal fliame that wretched fyftem of policy 
which fpills the kindred blood of nations, 
becaufe of the alliance of one fingle family 
with another, or carries fire and fword into 
a neighbouring country under the pretence 
, of balancing the political powers of this 
world. 

But, while we deplore the wafte of human 
blood and treafure, and execrate the mur- 
derers and plunderers of mankind, we fhould 
quiet our wakeful apprehenfions with the 
confideration that all things will terminate 
in fuch a manner as (hall be moft conducive 
to the true happinefs of the human race. 
The uncertainty of war forbids prematura 
fecurity; and the decifive proof how far 
any people deferve the liberty for which 
they contend, is the ufe they make of that 
portion which they obtain. For the fake 
pf humanity, may the war be fpcedily con- 
cluded ; and for the fake of juftice, may 
thofe who have bravely fought for freedom, 

fecurely 
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fecurely enjoy its bleflings in peace. And 
let me add, may the people, who have been 
fttccefsful in the field, be virtuous and wife 
in the ienate: when they, who fo nobly 
went forth to fight the battles of liberty, 
fliall be permitted to return the fword into 
its fcabbard, may they be as ftrongly im- 
prefied with the juft demands of humanity. 

It is indeed faid on the authority of an apof- 
tie, '* Let every foul be fubjedt unto the 
** higher powers. For there is no power 
** but of God; the powers that be are or- 
" dained of God. Whofoever, therefore, 
'• refifteth the power, refifteth the ordinance 
" of God : and they that refift, (hall receive 
" to themfelves condemnation *." But, 
when we confider that the " powers that 
•^ be" are only then *' the ordinance of 
" God," when they are approved by the 
people governed, (from whom all power 
ncceflarily originates, and in whom alone it 
cxifts on earth,) the exploded dodtrincs of 
paffive obedience and non-refiftance, which 
have been proclaimed by tyrants and preached 

by 
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by priefts, will be found to have na more 
agreement with the do(Srine of the apof^le, 
than Chrif): hath with BeliaL No two things 
can be more oppoiite to each other, thao 
the fpirit of fiavery and the fpirit of the gof- 
pel. With the different modes of govern^ 
ment fubiifting in the world at the time the 
gofpel was preached, it took no concern, aa 
fuch : but where the fpirit of the gofpel is, 
there is liberty *. Civil inftitutions, where 
they are formed upon the exprefTcd agree- 
ment, or implied confent, of their fubjeds, are 
left to inforce the focial and recrprocal duties 
which they create. . But where imperions 
conqueft «* gradual encroachments have im* 
poled the law or nik of action?, there caB be 
no- better juftificadon for throwing off the 
galling yoke, than the firil practical oppof 
tunity that offers* And ail the Jargoa ai^ 
nonienfe which hath been retailed upon the 
contrary fuppoiition, whether pretended %o 
be founded in the icripture, in a(5ts of the 
legiflature, or in charters, are now mouldler- 
ing in the duft with their relpeftive advo-' 
cates, except when they are revived by the 

afpirants 
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afprfants tb pkce and power on the anniVeP* 
faries of the pretended martyrdom of the 
tyrant-hyppcrite^ or the reftoration of his 
profligate fon. 

Thefe reflections may afford us abundant 
caufe pf rejoicing in what was done for 
us, as on this day," by thi wifdom and vir-^ 
tue of our anceftors. At the fame time, i^ 
ihould hot be conccafed, that whilfc we pro- 
fcfs to be grateful for what We have received 
from o.ur forefathers, we ought to be 2ealoU$ 
to leave our pofterity this fair inheritance nPt 
only unimpaired, but itfaproved. It is a 
duty attaehed to oUt* own enjoyment of thefe 
bleflings ; they have, thereforci a right to 
cxpcft this at our hands. The ftake is fo 
very important, the duty fo clearly obliga- 
tory, and the time to fpeak on the natufe 
And value of our rights fo feafonable, that 
it would have been highly pufillanimous to 
have been wholly 'filent^ and very difingenu- 
ous to have exprefled thefe fentiments in am^ 
biguous t6rms. The defcriptioA and ihea- 
fure of that liberty which would fecure the 
mt>ft extcnfive bleflingfi to this Country 

P 2 would 
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would» at oncci include and prefer ve both 
prince and people in all their civile and 
equally in all their religious rights. 

How elevated in the rank of nations would 
Britain be» if once her people were reftored 
to their j oft and equal (hare in one branch 
of the iegiflature & We. (hould foon obferve 
the dogmatifm of e(labU(hed theology and 
the chicanery of law to di^ippcar ; our code 
of criminal law to forward the reformation 
of nK>ralS| more than to thirft for the execu- 
tion of its wretched fubjeds ; the heavy bur- 
dens raifed from the very dregs of taxation, 
and all oppreffive reftraints on perfonal 
liberty to be leiiened; the traffic in hu- 
man flefli to be no longer balanced in 

* 

the fcale of a fuppofed advantageous com* 
merce : and^ when we (hould behold the 
reft of the nations of the world enjoying the 
means and meafure of political happinefs, 
which they feverally choie for themfelves, 
(however ipecifically differing froxQ. our 
owui). we fhoi>ld all rejoicip with them as 
fellow- men and brethren. Every day would 

then ^* difappoint the devices of the craftjj^ 
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'^ fo that their hands would not be able to 
** perform their cnterprife." Under the cn^ 
joyment of perfed liberty, nation would no 
longer ri& againft nation ; wars would ceaie 
throughout the earth. The reign of liberty 
would be the reign of happinefs. 
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THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST A NEVER-FAILING 
SOVRQE QF PEACE AND JOY. 

JOHN IT^ 131-14^ 

jiSUS ANSWERED AND SAID, WHOSOEVEI^ DRIKKETH OF 
THIS WA*rtk SriALL THJRST AGAIN -x BUT WHOSOEVER 
DRINKETH OF THE WATER THAT I SHAl-L GIVE HIM 
SHALL NEVER THIRST 5 BUT THE WATER THAT I SHALL 
:0IVE HIM SHALL BE IN HIM A WELL X>f WATER SPIUNQ- 
ING VP INTO PVERLASTII!70 UF]^ 

A SHORT account of the occafion of this 
obfertatiori of Our lord will bcft introduce 
us to the true fenfe a:nd fcope of it. la 
a journey from Judea into Galilee, he tra* 
Veled by the way of Sychaf , a town in Sa^ 
maria, and- where, indeed, he ftayed two 
day« at the carneft entreaty of the Samari- 
tans. Adjoining to this place was Jacob's 
WfelJ, whieh had been given by him to his 
(on Jofeph. Jefus, being weary, refted him- 
felf there : and, while he fat on the well, at 
«# abom the fixth hour," (that is, about 

P 4 ' kwdvi? 
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twelve o'clock at noon, according to our 
manner of reckoning time,) there came a 
woman of the. province 6f Samaria to draw 
water. ** Jefus faid unto her. Give me to 
*• drink." The woman, knowing that there 
was no focial intercourfe between the jews 
and the Samaritans, replied with fome appa- 
rent furprize, ** How is it, that thou9 being 
** a jew, afkeft drink of me, whoamaSama- 
ritan ? Jefus anfwercd and faid unto her^ 
If thou knewefl the gift of Godj and who 
it is that faith to thee. Give ine to drink; 
'^ thou wouldeft have afked of him, and he 
** would have given thee living water." The 
woman obferved in return, that he had 
nothing to draw with, and the. well was 
deep ; and, therefore, inquired from whence 
he would procure that living water ; adding, 
with all reverence for the memory of the 
patriarch, '^ Art thou greater than our father 
'' Jacob ? Jefus anfwered and faid unto her, 
*' Whofoever drinkcth of this water (hall 
ihirft again : but whofoever drinketh of 
the water that I (hall give him, (hall never 
thirft ; but the water that I (hall give him 
/hall be in him a well of water fpringing 
up into everlafting life." 

Th<j 
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The narrative proceeds, in the chapter be-» 
fore us, to relate that the woman acknow- 
ledged Jefus for a prophet ; and, at the con* 
clufion of it, we learn that many of -the 
Samaritans believed on him^ upon her tefti- 
mony of his difcourfe ; and many more 
*• becaufe of his own word j we have heard 
" him ourfelves," faid they, " and know 
*< that this is indeed the Chrift, the faviour 
^' of the world*." 

It was alfo upon this fame Samaritan 
woman's obferving that though their fa- 
thers worfliipped in mount Gerizim, the 
jews faid that in Jerufalem was the place 
where men ought to worfhip ; that Jefus fo 
emphatically correfied thefe confined and 
miftaken notions, both of jews and Samari- 
tans ; he faid unto her, •* Woman, believe 
me, the hour cometh, when ye fhall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jeru- 
falem, wor(hip the father. But the hour 
cometh and now is, when the true wor« 
ihippers (hall worfhip the father in fpirit 
and in truth : for the father feekcth fuch 
to worfhip him. God is a fpirit, and 

'• ihey 

. * John iv. 19, 39, 41, 4a. 
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'* th«y who worflhip him niuftiworfhip htra 
** in. fpirit and in truth/* 

We ought never t0 pmit obieirvlng, with 
wlarat^fwfetnefs^ of temper oor lord al- 
wajKS availed himfelf of the fadiiliar inci* 
fdepts apd occurrences of hum^n life, to 
direft* his difciphs and hearers to the divine 
ix>c^ality of ishe gofpcl^ and (he eonfecjiidnj 
attainment of everlafting happinefs. Ha 
converfed with the multitude,. a»d, indeed, 
chiefly with thofe who wcr^ among th^ 
lower claifes of mankiijd ; but; at the fame 
lime that he fpak^ ^9^ '^ pn& hdv|iig autho- 
** rity/* or having a divine commiffio'n, he 
applied his difcourf^s to their reafoiv^ an4 hi» 
miracles to their feiyfes ; he appealed to their 
convidions, and the converts to the phr^ftign 

■ # * * 

faith became numerous. 

The firfl refledion he made i)pori this in- 
tfcrview and converfation with rh^ won!ma of 
Samaria, bad refpeft to the fimple incident 
which occafioned them, when> by » hold, 
bat natural figure of fpeech, he. introduces 
the far preferable con fideration and import- 
ance of the gofpcl; '* WhofCever drinketh 
** of the water that I (hall give him fliall 

" not 
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^* not thirft for ever* i" as much as to faj/, 
whofoever. fhaU ferioufly take up my gofpel, 
it ihall afford h^ abundant peace and jpy^ 

and comfort in this life ^ and ihall even be. 

■^ < « . 

<^ in him a well of water fpringing up into 
^* evcrlafting life/' 

It is of the very nature of all corporeal 
and animal wants, that they return after 
gratification. The very rotation of thepi 
fornis the regular revolutions of this life; 
and the dependency for fuch neceflary fup,r- 
ply .tr|fon the. providence pf God, arid 
upon the efforts of ourfelves and fellow-- 
creatures, fh?ws the wifdom of their being 
fo ordeircd^ Even beiides this dependent 
provifion of food and raiment, our being 
interrupted in purfuing the pleasures of 
fenfe and fociety is fubfervient to the moral 
improvement of the mind« We have the 
b^n^t pf the example of others and our 
QWA experience, fuper-added to the pre-r 
pepts of nature and of revealed religion to. 
teapb us not 'only to look up with, gratitude 
to (hfs bovintiful give;* of all things for the 
[ion of them ; but to be temperate in 
<t the 

* See bp^ Pearce on the place* 
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the ufc of all the fucccflivc fupplles of our 
wantSy and of the means awarded us for our 
happinefs here. It is th9 diipofition that 
makes us worthy receivers of fo many blef- 
fings^ and that conftitutes the moil real and 
fatisfaftory enjoyments of this life. For, 
what is it that almighty God requires of us 
in return for the numberlcfs bleffings which 
he accumulates around every one of us, but 
that we ufc them with fobriety, difcretion 
and thankfulnefs, becoming the faithful 
fcrvants of God, and true difciples of Chrift. 
This condud promotes that equanimity and 
chearful ferenity, that joy unipeakable, 
which are unknown to thofe who mifufe and 
defpoil the means of happinefs which are 
ib largely fpread in the way of every man 
that walketh upon the earth* 

The oeconomy of God in thefe refpeds 
exceeds every thing which the under/landing 
of man can imagine, fave indeed the ftill 
more ftupendous gift of future life and 
immortality. Thia, as it riffes above all 
that the eye of man can behold, whenever 
we place the things of eternity in compe- 
tition with thyfe of time ; fa^ we owe the 
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final and complete evidences of the truth of 
this boon, to the gofpcl of Jefus Chrift, 
*' The water which he hath given us fhall 
'^ be in us a well of water fpringing up into 
•' everlafting life.'* No fooner was the 
woman of Samaria fatisfied of the true im- 

s 

port of this living water, than (he defired 
Jefus to give it to her, acknowledged him 
to be a teacher appointed of God, *' and 
'* told to the people of Sychar all that had 
'' paffed*." 

The firft obfervation which the prefent 
cafe will fuggefl, is, the fuperior importance 
of the coniideration of a future flate to the 
momentary gratifications of this life. We 
know the. wants and infirmities to which 
we are fubje(fl, as men ; but thefe wants are, 
or ought tp be, fupplied by no other means 
than fuch as are confident with our chriflian 
courfe ; and thefe infirmities no further in- 
dulged, than to that degree which it is con- 
fident with the principles of juftice in the 
deity to forgive. 

The womaa of Samaria appears to have 
^een above the little prejudices of her party 

and 
^ John IV. 10, 1$, 19928. 



{ ^38 ) 

ftiid friends; (he piiffucd her inquiry iiiio 
what was meant by that faying, " who- 
** ibever drinkcth of the water that I fliall 
•• give ftudl never thirft/* with ah open 
and ingennous mind; and, in the fequel, 
followed the confequences of her convidlion^ 
and received the gofpel of Jefus as a divine 
revelation of the mind and will of God. 

In the application of this inqiiify of the 
woman of Samaria into the divine miffion of 
Jefus, and her confcquent belief of it, we can- 
not too forcibly or too frequently imprefs ouf 
minds with this further important truth, that 
it is not our general acknowledgment of Jefus 
as the Chrift, our being called by his name, 
or our owning him for our lord and mafter^ 
that fhall entitle us to' '* enter into the 
** kingdom of heaven, but the doing the 
*• will of our father, who is in heaven*/' 

It appears to have been the intention 
of almighty God in opehring the profpedl 
of' immortality to mail, byfuch means, at 
fuch time, and in fuch meafure as he did, 
to adapt the revelation of his will by hi* 
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diftingui(hed prophet and meflenger, to the 
nature and exigency of the iituation of no^n i 
and to draw his mind from every inordi- 
nate and uiiwQrthy affedtion for the things of 
this worWf tp the higher contemplation of 
his future and mQre valuable exigence inthj& 
world to come : in a wordi to reclaim him 
from worldly-mindednefs and virretchednefs 
to the virtuQUS enjoyment of a pure and up- 
right mind j and to blcfs him with the an- 
ticipation of the fociety of good men made 
perfe<5t, by gradual improvement, and pro- 
greffive advancement to everlading happinefs. 
When, therefore, we fee that the defign 
of chriftianity was to make us happier, by 
making us better, and to ftrengthen the 
motives to our exertions, the more efFetSu- 
ally to infure our perfeverance and fuceeis 
in a life of religion and virtue; we are na- 
turally led to inquire into the actual /late of 
the rehgiph and morals of the chriiliaiii 
world. If, for inftance, it were here aflked, 
how it comes to pafs that the profeffion q£ 
chriftianity was fo feldom attended with the 
temper, fpirit, arid holy life required 1by its 

Jaw^ 
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' laws and Inflitutes ? It can only be anfwered, 
that the delufions of the moment, like a 
delirium, have^, in fuch cafes, fufpended 
for a time the exercilc of their better 
reafbn ; or that enveloped in a cloud of great 
darknefs, arifing from their own iinful 
habits and indulgences, the beams of gofpel- 
light have not penetrated their hearts: 
in other words, that they voluntarily prefer 
darknefs to light, for the fame reafon as 
heretofore, becaufe their deeds are evil. In 
proof of fome effort being neceffary to roufe 
and awaken the drowfy mind that is alive 
only to fenfual pleafure, it is one of the 
properties of vice, that it hates to be re- 
formed. So true is this reprefentation, that 
befides the conftant watching the approach 
of any enemy that may attack us in fecret 
or in difguife, and weaken the fecurity of our 
virtue, we are bidden to be vigilant over 
ourfelves: for to be paffive only in the 
caufe of religion and virtue is to be indif- 
ferent to our fuccefs, and in great danger of 
being overcome. It is only while the lion 
ileepeth, that he may be taken in the net. 
In the ftruggle for the important prize be- 
fore 



fbi-e uSi wc miift be zcaloufly afFcftcd. to 
tvery good word ahd deed ; wfe muft work 
but our fklvation with feaf and trembling, 
ind employ the day, while it is catlled to- 
day, left the night comei oh when no man 
can work. In the filefit grave, whithefwe are 
every day advancing, there is no knowledge, 
nor device: and when the repofitories of 
the dead fhall be called upon to give up 
thofe who have fallen afleep, they will be 
teturned to the day of retribution in the 
fame ftate, in which they left this world. 
In a word, in that ftate in which death 
meets them, the refurreftion will find 
them. 

How powerfully, therefore, do the de- 
figri and precepts of the gofpel apply to our 
awakened apprehenfion and to every faculty 
of our reafoning mind, and bid us itiftantly 
to betake ourfelves to the proper employ- 
ment of our chriftian profeffion and calling. 
Informed both of the means and the end ; 
and perfuaded of the infeparable connexion 
which fubfifts between them, and that nei- 
ther can be fevered from the other, how 
Ought we to behave ourfelves in all holy 
VOL, I. Q^ conver- 
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converfation and godlinefs ? Surely^ we 
ought to fludy to do our duty to the utter- 
moft in every chara<fler we are, or may be, 
called to fupport, regardlefs of the opinion 
of any man, or the world at large ; to com- 
municate with our own minds in our cham* 
hers, to iearch and try them; and, how-* 
ever the world may regard or difregard us, 
to keep our affedions rightly iet towards 
heaven and heavenly things^ to preferve that 
rectitude of condudt which fhall abafh and 
confound our enemies, (hall blunt the poi* 
fbned arrow that may be levelled againft 
our peace, by malignant or mifchievous in- 
cendiaries, and fhall fpeak peace to us in 
the meridian of this our day of fojourning, 
and more efpecially when our fun is about 
to fet, and the light of the world ihall be 
fliut from our eyes. 

There is in the gofpel of Chrift that 
divine morality and philofophy, which are 
capable of harmonizing the mind of man 
with the peace and blifs of heaven. Thcfe* 
aided by the aflurance of a future life that 
ihall never end, are equal to our fupport in 
the greatefl: and mod trying difficulties j they 

will 
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Will alleviate the remorfe which may arife 
from our own pad mifcondud, and produce 
in us the moft fincere repentance. But, expofed 
as we are to enemies on. every hand, while 
we guard againfl all afTaults from without, 
we muft be equally careful that we be not 
led captive by thofe within. Our attention 
fhould be diredled as well to the care of our 
own minds, and to a watchfulnefs againft the 
temptations which the world holds forth 
to our view, as againft the wrongs and inju- 
ries done to us by the folly or violence of 
others. 

To chalk out the precife line for us to 
walk in, would be to recite every religious 
and moral duty, whether public, focial, or 
private ; and, among thefe, that duty which 
every man owes to himfelf. What is owing to 
others may eafily be difcovered, whatever may 
be the cafe, by fuppofing ourfelves in their 
places ; and the duty is difcharged* by doing 
to others, as we would have them to do to 
us. With regard to the duty we owe to 
ourfelves, it is more important and more 
extenfive than is generally imaging. It i$ a 
great point gained, to reform one offending 

0^2 creature 
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creature of God^ though that one be no 
other than fclf, for each of us conftituted 
one member of the community. And as 
" no effort is loft," fo no example is fpent 
upon itfelf . No man kno weth how great a fire 
a little fpark kindleth; equally ignorant is he 
of the cxtenfive effcfl: of one good and vir- 
tuous chara(%er, however low or private 
may be the ftation in which it is exhibited. 
So true is it, that '• no man liveth to him- 
« fclf." 

In fine. This fliort fentence, ^* Ffear God 
and keep his commandments, for this is 
the whole duty of man," is a compre- 
henfive law, that has the concurring fupport 
of nature and revelation for its authority; 
it has the unequivocal approbation of man- 
kind, even of thofe whofe defe(5tion from 
this golden rule is not a little notorious; 
it has the protniiie of peace of mind iii this 
world, and^ in the next, the affu ranee of 
that peace and joy which furpaileth all ua- 
derftanding. 

May, therefore, the God of peace lead us 
into the ways of his laws, and the works of 
his commandments; that being true dif- 

cipl 
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ciples of Jefus Chrift^ and faithful fervants 
of the one only true God, we may, by afli- 
duoufly endeavouring to perform the condi- 
tions, finally obtain the promifes, of the 
gofpel: or, in the language of our text, 
may all be perfuaded fo to drink at that 
well, whofe water fhall fatisfy our thirfl, 
that it may be to us a well of water fpring- 
ing up into everlafting life. 
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SERMON XIL 



A GOOD CHARACTER FOUNDED ONLY IN 

RELIGION AND VIRTUE. 



LUKE VI. 26. 
WO UNTO YOU WHEN ALL MEN SHALL SPEAK WELL 

OF you. 

There appears fomething harfli in this 
denunciation of wo unto thofe, of whom 
all men fhall fpeak well ; but it is perfedtly 
confiftent with truth, and very eafily recon- 
cilable with that general, and oftentimes 
commendable, defire of moft men to be re- 
ipedted by their brediren of mankind. 

Out lord, in another difcourfe to his dif- 
ciples,* illuftrates this dodrine by an appeal 
to his own cafe, in which he remarks what 
it is that dctemiines the opinion of the world. 
** If the world hate you, ye know that it 
** hated me, before it hated you. If ye 

0^4 ** werp 
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were of the world, the world would love 
his own : but becaufe ye are not of the 
world, but I have chofen^ you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you." 
From this fpeech of Chrift to his difciples, 
W€ may learn, what the experience of a few 
years will confirm, that the general love of 
the world is only to be purghafed by a con-? 
formity with its extravagancies, follies, and 
vices. And, confequently, to be " fpoken 
*' well of by all men" means nothing more 
than that loofe approbation which the un^ 
thinking multitude give to thofe, who accom- 
modate themfelves in all things to the pre-? 
vailing fafliion and humour of the day, and 
whp fail down the popular dream by ignoble 
compliances, or with (hameful indifference. 

When the apoftle Paul defcribes his la-^ 
hours in the miniftiy, he fays of himfelf, 
'* To the weak became I as weak, that I 
** might gain the weak : I am all things to 
*^ all men, that I may fave all.*" In this 
cafe, we are authorized by the context, to 
commead the apofUe's judicious felcdtion of 
his fubjeft, and proper accommodation of 

his 
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his difcourfe and behaviour to the difFcrent 
fituations and circumftances of thofe with 
whom he converfed. By thus confulting 
their feveral wants, and poffibly regulating 
his addrefs to their prejudices, he gained 
accefs to their better underftanding, opened 
their minds, and laid the foundation of their 
converfion to the chriftian faith. 

It cannot have efcaped the obfervation of 
any of us, how very poffible it is, for a 
perfon poflefled of the beft intention to fervc 
the beft of caufes, to defeat his laudable 
purpofe, merely from an injudicious manage- 
ment of the means neceflary to efFe<ft it; 
fuch as an improper place, or unfeafonable 
time of conference, or from an over-forward 
or diftatorial manner of giving inflrudtion, 
advice, or admonition. The counfel of a 
friend may be loft in the afTvuned authority 
of a mafter, or the order of a mafter in the 
command of a tyrant. This unwifc condu<9: 
can never infure obedience, conciliate refpcft, 
pr acquire confidence. 

In the cafe of perfecution for the chriftian 
caufe, our lord has fo lightly regarded the 
PQxnmon opinion of mankind^ that he pro- 
nounces 
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nounces their bittereft reproaches and fcvereft 
treatment to be a bleffing. He well knew 
what would be the condudt of worldly-minded 
and bigotted men; and, accordingly, he 
forewarned his followers what they were to 
expert ; he comforted the confcientious and 
pcrfcvering difciples of truth and righteouf- 
nefs under fuch their fufferings, by bidding 
them to '* rejoice;" ** Rejoice," faid he, 

though men hate you, and drive you from 

them, and reproach you, and revile you 
** as* evil-doers, for the fake of the fon of 
«* man : be glad in that day, and leap for 
** joy ; for behold ! great is your re%vard in 
^* heaven : and in the fame manner did thdf 
** fathers to their teachers alfo.* 

Thefe obfervations of our lord are fo 
many felf-evident propofitions. They pre- 
clude all other illuftration, except indeed that 
confimiation they will receive from cfta-* 
bliflied fa<5ts in the hiftory of mankind, 
which are familiar to the notice of every 
one. 

It may, indeed, be frivoloufly dked ^ What 
fectter criterion of a worthy charadler than 

univerial 
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univerfal good opinion ? But it fo happens, 
that fomething, very nearly refembling uni- 
verfal good opinion, may be gained by follow- 
ing a multitude to do evil ; but this is not 
under-rated when it is valued much below 
the teftimony of the few wife and good. 
The conftituent properties of true worth arc 
not regarded by the thoughtlefs many ; and 
are frequently concealed from the obfer-^ 
vation of the world at large. The public 
judgment is more generally determined by 
prejudice than by examination and proof; 
it is more frequently caught by what is plau- 
fitble, than by what is real; by qualities 
which are calculated to furprize, than by 
thofe which will be found to improve and en- 
dure. The glare of a comet will have nx)re 
admirers, than the light of the fun^ which 

« 

daily illuminates the earth. 

In proof of our general argument, we may 
objferve how much men are difpofed to fallow 
falfe prophets, thofe who have ** come to 
** them in fhecp's clothing, but inwardly 
** were ravenous wolves."* Thefe hiavc 
fucceeded by fhaping their dodrioes to the 

defirei 

* Matt. vii. 15. 



defires and inclinations of their followers, bjr 
humouring their fuperftition, or apologizing 
for their appetites ; ** by calling evil good, 
*' and good evil ; by putting darknefs for 
" light, and light for darknefs ; by putting 
^* bitter for fweet, and fweet for bittcF.'** 

In the hiftory of the life of Chrift, we 
have the moft ftriking examples, how little 
difpofed the mftltitude were to fpeak well of 
his eminent worth. The njoft apparent good 
adions were mifconftrued; his counfel was. 
contemned, his reproofs were flighted, his 
Very appeals to God were fcornfuUy miiinter-* 
preted : but, notwithftanding all this, ** when 
^* he was reviled, he reviled not again j 
^* when he fuiFered, he threatened not.^'* 

It was not, we well know, the good for- 
tune of our blefled mafter, whofe example 
we ought, neverthelefs, to be emulous to 
follow, to be *' fpoken well of by all men/' 
His virtue and excellent life were above the 

V 

comprehenfion of fome of his countrymen, 
and fliamed the pradtice of others of them ; 
and, in the end, he was led to an ignomi- 
nious death, becaufe he ferved not their 
worldly policy and views, -f 

So 
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So likewife when Paul preached againtt 
idolatry, n6 fooner was the intereft of Deme^ 
trius and his workmen in danger from the 
lofs of their employment in making filver 
fhrines for Diana, than they were able to 
raiie a popular clamour againft the apoftle^ 
and a commotion in the ftate, and, in much 
wrath they cried out, ** Great is Diana of 
'' the Ephefians;''* 

Even in modern times, the craftsmen of 
Demetrius have been as alert and as fuccefsful 
as in former days : the undiftinguifhing noife 
of a factious and tumultuous cry has defeated 
the ibund and rational plea of fome, who are 
in no prefent danger of the wo pronounced 
againft thofe, " of whom all men fpeak well/'* 

If we return to profane hiftory, we fhall 
find that the murderers of mankind have, by 
a ftrange perverfion of fentiment, been extolled 
as heroes; and that the deftruftion of the 
fword has much more frequently been the 
theme of popular praife than the publication 
of the gofpel, the cultivation of virtue, or 
the propagation of fcience* Thus, the bene- 
fadlors of mankind have been (lightly remem- 
bered 

^ A&s xix. 24^ Sec. 
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bered, while the rapacious exterminators of 
the human race faare been decreed the pahn 
of the praiie of men : but, in this, they 
have had their reward. 

Human occurrences on a imaller fcale and 
in private life, ftill preferve the fame relative 
proportion. When, therefore, we meet with 
one of thofe charaders of whom all men fpeak 
well, it is time to inquire whether he has 
not facrified his principles, and foriaken the 
road of virtue, for the cultivation of popular 
fame. 

But the chriftian, however he may wifh to 
deferve well of his friends, his countrymen, 
and of mankind in general, by difcharging^ 
with alacrity every duty which fbcial inter- 
courfe can claim from the virtuous and the 
good, ought to be perfedtly indifferent to 
that indifcriminate praife, which is expreiled 
in my text by ** all men fpeaking well of 
** him :'* and which is more frequently the 
reward of very criminal compliances with the 
world, than of pofitive virtue. The chriftian, 
whofe views and expeftations carry him be- 
yond this world, ought, confiftently with 
himfdf, to be above it : and, though the 
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profcflion of his faith docs not require him 
to feek and court perfecution, it fhould at 
leaft fupport him under it. Our lord's con* 
folation in this cafe is great, and might ani- 
mate us to fomething more than mere patient 
enduring: •* Happy," fays he, ** are yc, 
when men reproach you, and revile you, 
and fpeak all kind of evil againft you falfely 
for my fake. Rejoice and be exceedingly 
glad ', for great is our reward in heaven ; 
*' and fo were reviled the teachers, which 
" were before you.* 

It is our firft comfort under every afflidion 
that aiFefts our pretenfions to a good name, 
that we have not deferved the fcandal and 
reproach that may be caft upon us. Nay, 
that they are not feldom brought upon us by 
thofe very actions of our lives, which fhall be 
mod approved by God and our own con<* 
fciences, and were the immediate refult of 
our fenfe of duty to him and ourfelves. It 
affords very little fatisfaftion to a liberal 
mind to be told, that " evil will on itfelf 
" recoil," and that every calumniator will 
meet with a greater fhare of obloquy than he 

is 
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i^ able to fix On the devoted victims of lii^ 
inifchiefw It is^ however^ no iindl pleafure 
to think that, foorier or later, every remain- 
ing ftain or fufpicion which can poffibly fully 
the innocent charadter will be wiped away4 
Our intermediate leflbn and duty is^ clear and 
abfolute ; it is to bear, with patience and with 
idl poffible chearfulnefs, that affiidion which 
time will correft; and, with refignation^ 
that which was not to be avoided by us, and 
will no otherwiie affeft our deareft and lafting 
interefts in the world to come, than by pre- 
paring us for the greater enjoyment of the 
happinefs referved for every fuifering fcrvant 
of God here* Our external circumftances, 
and fuch as include many comforts in this 
life j our charadter, our friendfhips, our for-- 
tunes, do indeed very much depend upon 
others ; but, bleffed be God ! our final hap-* 
pinefs depends wholly upon ourfelves^ under 
the providence of the fupreme Being, who 
never forfaketh the leaft of his creatures, and 
who keepeth his promife for ever. 

It is familiar to our obfervation that com- 
mon fame is not to be trufted '^ and the reafon 
is, becaufe fhe will accufe up'on flight fuf- 
picion. 
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piclon, and never ftrive to inveftigate the truth; • 
If, by chance, fhe (liould meet with in- 
formation, it is difregarded from indolence ; 
or, from envy or malignity, fhe is difpofed to 
tamper with the witnefles and mifreprefent 
their teftimony. The .evils that follow this 
hafty and indifcriminate afperfion of cha- 
rafters are great ; and the fame promptitude 
and pains are feldom employed to vindicate 
and exculpate, as to arraign them. 

There is, however, one rule which juftice 
as well as charity requires us to obferve. 
When we hear any imputation thrown upon 
our friend, which we apprehend to be utterly 
inconfiftent with his principles and practice, 
he is entitled not only to a fuJ^Jcnfe of our ^^^ 
cenfure, but to the full efFedt of that good 
opinion which we entertain of him from our 
own perfonal knowledge. There is fome- 
times fuch an entire difagrecment between 
the charge, and all probabilities of guilt, that 
nothing fhort of pofitive proof fhould ihake 
our faith. Were we, for inflance, to hear a 
peribn accufe Cato of immoralities, Caefar of 
cowardice, Brutus of treachery to his country, 
we fhould not be much inclined to credit the 
VOL, i^ R flory, 
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(bory/but fhould prderve the fame opinion we 
entertained before any thing had been iafinuated 
to their prejudice. Why, therefore, ihould 
we not apply the fame impartiality and in- 
flexibility to the charaders of our contem* 
pcM^ries and friends ? 

This we do in fbme inflances ; and why 
not in all ? A good charaider has a cldim to 
that generous ardor in depreflSxi virtue's cau£^ 
which is diredly oppofite to the cafe of thoie 
upon whom the apoftle pronounces a woe, 
when all men fpeak welt of them. 

There is, however, a very obvious diA 
tinftion to be obferved between thofe charaftcrs 
which are built upon die fand, and with 
untempered morfiap, or purchafed by un- 
worthy means, and buoyed up by popular 
cry, and others which are founded in religioa 
and virtue, as upon a rock ; every attack on 
thefe will only add luilre to their reputation 
by provoking examination, and the defeated 
promoters of calumny fhall retire in iileut con- 
fuiion. When the excellent bifhop Hoadly 
was bafely charged with having made a con* 
fiderable pecuniary engagement, he deted:ed 
the forgery, and when upwards of eighty 

years 
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yfears old> " he n6t only got the better c5f 
** his adverfary, but of his old age."* Whcin 
Dr. Clarke was charged with recanting his 
religious fentiments on his death-bed^ . it pro- 
duced the mpft unequivocal evidence that he 
tetained his " fcrijiture-dodtrine of the trinity" 
to the laft hour of his life. When, alfo> an 
eminent living writer^ diftinguifhed by his 
great learnings and rare abilities, and excellent 
chataftier, was reported to have taught atheifm, 
the imputation was done away by teftimonies 
which accumulated fhame ^nd diigrace upon 
the fabricators and circulators of the ftory^ 
and reflected as much honour and refped upon 
thei name pf the innocent and injured party as 
it was capable of receiving; 

To conclude. It is the portioii of mofi 
men to pafs through evil report and good 
tpportj but it is the proper bufinefs of us all 
to dcfcrve a good name * whether we acquire 
it or not, is a different conflderatioui Though 
our thoughts and intentions are not known 
iinto men, and our words and actions ard 
ffieqUently piifunderftood, we ought to perfeft 
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our tide to the favourable opinion of thofe to 
whom we are known, by doing every good 
work in our power to aflift and fupport the 
cauie of religion, virtue, and the common 
happinefs of our brethren. The reward we 
Ihould feek is the approbation of God, and in 
this we fliall hot ^be difappointed ; the coun- 
tenance of man is a very inferior confideration, 
though it ought not to be wholly difregarded, 
except, indeed, where the attainment of it 
would Interfere with our better views and 
higher obligations, The truth is, the opinion 
of the world may and does influence us ; and 
while it contributes to keep us in the way 
wherein we ought to walk, we ftiall do well to 
avail ourfelves of every concurring encourage- 
ment. The fpirit of a man is fupported by the 
undiflembied approbation of his brethren ; for 
as ** iron Iharpeneth iron, fo a man fliarpcneth 
" the countenance of his friend.*'* A con- 
fidential and afFedlionate counfellor is highly 
to be prized ; he will give life to exertion, 
and encouragement to perfeverance. 

The woe threatened by our lord, to thofe 
of " whom all men fpeak well/* has reference 

to 
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to fuch as follow a multitude to do evll^ and 
who confequently attach to thcmfelves the 
good word of that concurring multitude ; it 
has reference alfo to fuch as endeavour to 
procure the good opinion of mankind by 
ways and means which^ though they are 
fometimes fuccefsful^ are abfblutely incon* 
iiftent with the obligations of religion and 
virtue, and equally abhorrent from the priii<- 
ciples of truth, integrity, and honour. 
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SERMON XIII. 



MAN ACCOUNTABLE FOR HIS ACTIONS, 
CONSISTENTLY WITH GOD'S pOVERN- 
MENt OF tHB ^TORLD/ 



PROVERBS XVI. 9* 



A MAN'S HEART DEVISETH HIS WAY : BUT THE LORD 

DIRECTETH HIS STEPS. 

The interpofition and direction of the 
providence of God in the concerns of this 
nether world are admitted by peribns of a 
certain defcription, chiefly with a view of 
ercufing their own perfonal follies and vices; 
and bccafionally for the fake of interpreting 
the difappointments and afliidtions of others 
into immediate judgments of heaven. 

Thi^ procedure is not always the refult of 
ingenuous principle in its patrons ; it is more 
frequently declaratory of their fecret wifhes^ 
than of their deliberate convi<^ions» But, 
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be this as it may, we muft meet the argu* 
ment in the ihape it is prefented to us by its 
friends. And though the unfavourable aiped: 
it bears towards virtue and good morals, and 
it's inconiiftency with truth, may induce the 
fhx>ngen: fufpicions that it is vain and falla- 
cious; it will be better to anfwer it by a few 
general obfcrvations, than only to confign it 
to the contempt or repreheniion of thofe 
who are differently ^ede4 towards the 
caufe of truth and virtue. 

This iyftem of licentioufnefs, like all 
others that impugn the juftice of God, and 
encourage vice in man, will be difcovered 
to have no foundation in the principles of 
nature or revfelation. 

When the chriftian fcriptures declare a fu- 
ture ftate of rewards and punishments, appor- 
tioned according as we fhall have done good 
or evil in this world, having at the fame time^ 
regard to the talents and opportunities com- 
mitted to our truft, (which is confident with 
every idea we can form of God, from what 
paffes in the world,) they certainly muft go 
upon the principle that man, under whatever 
influence he xnay adt, is accountable to his 
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creator and governor. The motives which 
influence his adtions^are many if not innu- 
merable^ and flrong though not always ob«- 
ferved -, and as they do really finally deter-- 
mine bis conduct, it is clear that they are, 
in all fuch cafes^ equal to the eiFed pro* 
duced by them. Hence it is, that the term 
^* ncceffity" is made ufe of and adopted ; as 
moft accurately exprefHng the truth of the 
pafe, that, under fuch and fuch circumftances, 
we could not have aded otherwife. 

Coniider, for inflance, for a moment, the 
ardent mind of an afFedionate parent occu- 
pied with his child's trueft happinefs * and 
welfare, and you will readily account for 
his exertions from the ftrong operating prin- 
ciple of his mind. And even if we defcend 
to lefs important and lefs obfervable actions 
in life, (whether they be thofe which are 
properly mental, or merely animal,) we may 
difcover a correfponding motive. The voli- 
tions of the mind and the very movements 
of the body are drawn forth by fome mo- 
tive, or from fome correfponding connedion, 
and direded to fome end. Ideas will arife 
in the mind from the objeds around us, and 
from aflfociation 3 and the moft trifling move- 
ments 
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ments of the body are defigned to changji 
our place or pofition, for the purpofi; which 
the prefent occaiion fuggefh. 

Agreeably to thefe fhort and general ob^ 
iervations the fcriptures fpeak. Our texl 
iays, ** A man's heart devifcth his way : but 
^* the lord diredleth his fteps j" that is> a 
man fuggefteth to himfelf his own condu^, 
and is influenced in his courfc by his reafon 
^ and judgment harmonizing with the la wis 
of nature and the word of Gbd. The fii-ft 
verfe of the fame chapter has a fimildr idfea, 
ftill more diftinftly expreflfed. " Man miay 
** pfepare his thoughts j but the Utteniice 
** of the tongue is from the lord*." Thu 
thoughts may be the involuntary effort of 
the mind, but the fpeech (hould be direifted 
by reafon: and it is, therefore, more emphA-* 
ticallyfaid to be *' from the Lord/* 

Again ; Solomon fay^, ** There art many 
^* devices in a man's heart i n»verthelefs thb 
** couhfel of the Lord, that (hall ftand /' 
or, as it is better tranflatedi ** Wavering are 
♦* the defigns of man's heart 5 but the pur* 
*' pofe of the Lord is ftedfaft f/' 

It 

♦ Prov. xvi. X • Dr. Hodgfon's Tranflation. 
-f Prov, xix. 21. ib. 
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« 

It is not avowedly denied by any opi- 
pionifts, that the ** counfel or purpofc*' of 
God fllall (land fall: for ever; the occafional 
difference of opinion refpedts the queftions. 
What 'it is that conftitutes fuch purpofc, and 
|iow we (hall difcover it ; and upon what 
principles of juftice we .may reconcile this 
acknowledged truth with the refponfibility 
pf man ? 

The anfwer to thelc fuggeftions is, that 

we tuuft try aild determine all thefe queftions 

b^ the exercife of our reafon. in the firft 

place ; anti then by thfe application of that 

faculty to the revealed will of God. We 

have no better qr fuperior guides. If we find 

our diffiptilties to be multiplied, inftead of 

bdng removed, by fuch abftracft difquifitions 

^s the fubjedt may lead fome perlbns into, 

iVe niuft be fatisfied with, and ihall be jufti-. 

:pe4 in, confujting Our own common under- 

ilahding and the word of God : we (hall be 

determined by them on this, as we (hould 

on other fubjeds, on which they fpeak in 

plain and expredive terms ; and not fuifer 

purfelves to be bewildered by what mayj^ 

from pur own particular incompetency, ap-i 

pqar of doubtful interpretation. 

The 
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The difpenfations of God in the naturd 
world fufficiently fpeak his wifdom# good- 
nefs, and juftice : but even from the courfe 
of that part of his works, we may prefume 
there is a renovated life intended for man. 
The inequality in the diftribution of temporal 
bleflings among his rational creatures, and 
the promifcuous manner in which they ap- 
pear to us to be fcattered among the fons of 
men, while it undoubtedly anfvvers ibme of 
the highefl and beft purpoies in the moral 
government of God, may juftly lead us to 
conclude that there is a future ftate of retri- 
bution, as a proper fequel, and neceflary 
confequence, of the viciffitudes of the prefcot% 
But to us, who profefs to believe from con- 
vidion that Jefus is the Chrift, and that he 
rofe from the dead ; and that there &all be 
a refurredlion of the juft and the unjuft, the 
one to puniihment, the other tp an happy 
immortality, there remains no room for 

doubt or hefitation. 

* 

In addition . to this general argument, we 
are exprefsly aflured that the virtuous and the 
good are alone approved by ^mighty God ; 
and that moral condudt will finally deter- 
mine 
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mine before him, between thofe who {hall 
be told to depart from his prefence, and 
thofe who (hall be bidden to enter into the 
joy of their lord. 

As we are thus perfuaded of the certainty of 
a future life, and the final diftribution of 
juftice which will then await us; and as 
we know alfo the uncertainty of that day 
of the Lord, which (hall unite our death 
and refurreflion, and which, as the apoftle 
Peter cxprelTes it, *' will come as a thief in 
^* the night;" how highly expedient to our 
prefent comfort and happinefs, and how ab- 
folutely neceffary to our future, is it, that 
we take cfpecial care to learn ** what manner 
" of perfons we ought to be, in all holy 
<* converfation and godlinefs ?"* 

(i.) It behoves us, therefore, in the fir ft. 
place, fince we are affurcd by every corre- 
fponding authority which the nature of the 
cafe will admit, that *^ a man's heart de- 
" vifeth his way,'* to confider that he is 
very confiftently made an accountable agent 
before God, notwithftanding the language of 
the other part of our text, that ** the Lord 

'' direfteth 

♦ a Pet; iii. 10, II, 
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"^^ direfteth his Aeps x" it becomes us^ I 
fay, ^^ to keep our hearts with all diligence^ 
*' for,'* as Solomon himfelf obferves, *• out 
•* of it are the iffues of life."* 

We are told, indeed, by the prophet Je- 
remiah, that ^' the heart is deceitful aboy£( 
*^ all thiilgs, and de^erately wicked;" 
which paflage is, however, better rendered 
in a late tranflation of this book, whcrd 
we read it, " the heart is wily above all 

things ; it is even paft all hope 5 wljo can 

kao\y it?" that is (as the learned trah- 
flator obferves, in a note upon the place.) 
** humanly fpeaking, there is no chancy diat 
*' any one fhould trace it through all it^ 
^' windings, and difcover what is at the 
" bottom of it-"f 

This exprefiion of the prophet does not 
bear any refemblance to the difcouraging, 
afped of tile idle notion of original fin, qr 
the /hocking dadrine that ^^ in eyejj periofi 
*• born into this world, it deferveth God's 
'^ wrath and damnation. "J It iiri^plies no 
more tl^ian a flaj^ of wav/ering and ifidecifion 

^f 

* Prpy. iy* 23, 

+ Jcr. xvii. 9. pr. play^jey's Tranflation^ 

J Article tx. 
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of inind> between the inviting paths of 
viFtuoi and the momentary pleafures of fin i 
or> that paufe which we may be fuppofed to 
maket before we decide whether we ihall 
furrender. ourfelres to the government of our 
paffions Of of our reafon. Thus interpreted 
the fentiment is flridly juil: and true; and 
is peculi^ifly feafonahle, inafmuch as it con- 
veys both an exhortation and admonition ia 
the moment it is moft Wanted^ and givof 
us warning ere we n^a^e our deEberate 
choice* Agreeably to this conftrudtion, the 
prophet goes on to declare that the om<-^ 
nifcience of God will fcrutinize and difcover 
the heart of man^ and judge him accord- 
ing to his life; *' I, the Lord fearch 
** the heart, I try the reins, even to give to 
'* every roan according to his ways, and 
^^ according to the fruit of his doings /** 

(2) In the government of ourfelves, as in 
the government of large focieties of men, it 
will be. found to be the trueft wifdom to 
adopt that policy which is more calculated 
to prevent, than to punifti offences ; to re- 
form, than to cnfnare mankind. Repentance 

is 

* Jcr, xvii. 10. 
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h good, but innocence is better. Ifinocened 
is prepared to meet judgment at any moment^ 
but the hour of repentance may never come« 
The temper of mind may not be formed^ 
before the night fhall overtake us, and the 
opportunity of every moral improvement 
here fhall be loft. 

But, befides this great uncertainty^ whether 
we furvive the period to cffe& our meditated 
purpofe of repentance or not, we cannot be 
ignorant that every procraftination is an in-* 
creafe and addition to the impediments in 
our way. Therefore, as Solomon advifethi 
** Whatever our hand findeth to do, let us 
" do it with all our might*," left we/hould 
be difpofed to trifle with the flothful man, 
and to excufe ourfelves under the idle appre-' 
henfion, that " there is a lion in the wayf." 
Imagined difficulties will become real, and 
in proportion as they fhall require increafed 
exertion of every yirtuous difpoiition, we 
fhall be the more inclined to fhrink back 
from fuch difficulties, and, in the end, be 
refigned only to their triumph over us. 

(3) Again. 

* Ecclef. ix. JO. t Pfov. xxvi. 13. 
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ii) Again. It is not among the fmalleft 
indacements to acquire thefe attainments to 
know, that the practice of virtue familiarizes 
and renders pleafant that examination and 
reftraint of ourfelves, which, at the time of 
their commencement, are fomewhat irkfome 
from the indulgence of contrary pradtices ; 
becaufe while at an early period they convey 
reproach, at a later one they produce the 
confcious approbation of our own minds, 
and convince us of their confonancy with the 
mind and will of God. It is equally true^ 
anJ indeed very obfervable from our own 
remarks, as well as the confeflion of thofe 
who are lovers of pleafure more than lovers 
of God, that all habits of indolence, di(7ipa« 
tion, and vice, naufeate and become difguft- 
ing ; that they pall the fenfes without fatis* 
fying the appetite ; and inftead of obtaining, 
they deftroy both the means and the end, 
and remove, to an unmeafurable diftance, 
that happinefs with which, by the young 
and indifcrete, they are too generally thought 
to feed their votaries to the full. 

So exclufively true and charafteriftic is 

that often-cited remark made by the wife 

vox.. I. S king 
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king upon religion^ prcfumiflg that it is In* 
feparably united with viftue> that it wiU 
apply to nothing elfe 5 ." her ways are ways 
^' of pleafantn^s^ apd all her paths are 
" peace/' The very means are dekghtful, 
the end is truly glorious ; flie converts thi§ 
bitter potions of life into falutary cordiakf 
and renders the laH: gafp of expiring nature 
an admifllon to the enjoyment of perfed and 
uninterrupted happinefs. Even in the un* 
confcious grave^ the wicked (hall coafe to 
trouble and the weary are at refl; but the 
birth' day of immortality ihall afiign to ^vti^ 
one of us our juft recompence according %% 
we (ball feverally have acquitted our&lves in 
this worlds not indeed according to our par* 
tial opinions of ourfelves, neither according to 
the hard judgment of others of pur fellow- 
creatures, but as the infallible judge of the 
whole earth, who knoweth the hearts of all 
men, fhall determine. 

It may be further obfcrved of religion ia 
general, (by which I mean a proper and 
juft fenfe of the one almighty God, of bis 
preience, his attributes, and of the obedi- 
ence we owe him {) it may, I fay, be truly 

obfervcd 
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obferved of religion in general, that* what- 
ever may be the natural temper or confti- 
tution, as it is fometimes called^ of any 
Dian, the mild influence of religion will im- 
prove and meliorate ; it tends to humble the 
felf-fufficient andprcfumptuousyand to fup- 
port the meek and defponding; to fubdue 
the wildnefs, and foften the afperities of (he 
mod unpromifing tempers; and^ laftly, to 
aflimilate to itfelf the mind of every man, as 
the proper region wherein it QUght to dwell, 
and where, jointly with reafon, it ought to 
bear rule. The only guides to, and inftruc- 
tors in, this heavenly-mindednefs are our 
reafon and our bible ;. thefe conftitute our 
law-giver and interpreter : and the only proofs 
of our progrefs are the good works which 
we produce in our lives and converfations, 
and poffeffing our confciences void of any 
wilful offence towards God and man. 

(4) Again. The efFeds of the obfervance 
of the duties of religion and virtue, great as 
they are with refpefl: to ourfelves, receive 
ycvy important augmentation in the con- 
iideration that they are likely to be extended 
to others, in whom we feel our dearefl in- 

S 2 tcreft 
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tcreft In this world to be at ftake : they will 
moft probably be flbared by our children. 
The example will alfo extend itfelf to our 
friends ind acquaintance ; and with fome 
it will probably take up its abode. 

In this view of our fuhjeft, lies the great 
importance of the proper choice of fociety, 
more efpecially among young perfons, in 
whom all impreffions are moft eafily made, and 
moft durable. The infedion of evil example 
^ill infenfibly take place and fpread; it will 
' fometimes baffle the ftrongeft refolution, and 
confound the moft guarded condudt. Vice 
is occafionally, in fome unhappy inftances, 
attended with an equal brilliancy and profti- 
tution of wit and talents which more than half 
conceal its deformity ; and every young man 
is not prepared by his natural difcernment, or 
by experience, to feparate the poifon from the 
fparkling ingredients with which it is mixed 
in the cup. 

In thefe and in fimilar fituations we are 
told that " a man's heart direfteth his way;'* 
and indeed while he is a creature account- 
able to a fuperior being, who fo proper \o 
guide him in his way as bimfelf ? \% ia fidd 
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alio in our text that '^ the Lord direfleth his 
^* fteps:" He does indeed direft them by 
giving tp man a law of aiflion, and an un-» 
derflanding mind to know his will ; but 
then it is often faid of Godi in fcripturc- 
language, that he does^ or orders^ that which 
he only permits or fuflfcrs. This permiffion 
18 indeed a part of his government, which » 
while it leaves man refponfible for his adions^- 
vindicates the deity from being, what is 
generally underftood by the expreflion, the 
author of evil. 

The line chalked out for us is ftreight and 
plain. Good and evil, life and deaths are 
iet before us. The light of nature hath 
implanted fome great and leading^ truths 
refpediing right and wrong in the mind of 
every man; and revelation hath tendered 
further evidence of the fame truth, in order 
to encourage us to fear God and keep his 
commandments, and concerning thefe all 
the chriftian world, (under one mode of pro« 
feiiion or other,) are agreed. 

Let us then not defpife, but avail our- 
felves of, all the means recommended by the 
rules of the gofpel and of natu(e to obtain 

S3 the 
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the favour of God» and to make our calling 
and clcdion fure. 

Be it, therefore, our firft concern to re- 
gard and reverence the great author of all 
nature ; let us confider hun as he is, the one 
only true God, the father and the friend of 
the whole human race. Let our applications 
to him, in every intercourfe of praife or 
prayer, be founded in the rational defign of 
making our minds better acquainted with 
him and his will, by meditation and reflec- 
tion ; and more obedient to his pleafafe. 

By this chriftian cohveffe with God, wc 
may acquire, and truly enjoy, ah unaffefted 
chear^lnefs and ferenity of mind, accom- 
panied with ferious piety ; we may perform 
every religious and moral duty; and live 
here in the reafonable hope of a blefle^ re- 
ward in the world to come. 
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SERMON XIV. 



THE INESTIMABLE VALUE OF CONSCIOUS 

INTEGRITY. 



.. \ 



JOB xxvii. 6. 

I 

IdV HEART SHALL NOT REPROACH M£, SO LONG AS I LIVE. 

Tats fentiment and declaration of Job» 
filtered in connedlion with other proteftations 
of his fincerity which we read in the context, 
-are expreffive of that manly and upright deter- 
mination of mind which refleds honour on 
the l^eaker, and communicates fome of the 
6me excellent fpirit to the hearer. 

It is wdl known that this holy man was 
as eminently diftmguiihed by the grievous 
afflictions with wHich it pleafed God to 
permit him to be vifited, as for the patience 
with which he bore them. It is hardly 
poflible for the moft afflictive events to befall 
us^ hot we may find that Job exceeded us in 
the meafure and number of them. And it 

S 4 will 
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will be well for us, and an attainment deferv-* 
ing our moft afliduous endeavours^ if, while 
we in any degree refemble him in his fuffer* 
ings, we alfo, in the fame degree, refemble 
him in his refignation and patience ; and are 
able, like him, to make our appeal to that 
confcious integrity in our own breaft, which 
fo immediately adminifters to our fupport 
under all the contradidkions of men. 

It is ftated in the very opening of this book 
of Job, and repeated, in fome fubfequent 
paflages, that he was *^ a perfe(3i and upright 
** man j one that feared God and cfchewcd 
'' eviL"<^ 

In juftification of this charader it is re^- 
corded of him that he valued not himfelf on 
his wealth, for he *• did not make gold his 
** hope, nor fay unto fine gold, thou art my 
.^* confidence: he rejoiced not becaufe his 
*^ wealth was great, and becaufe his hand 
^^ had gotten much if he harboured no 
revenge againft his enemies, for he " rejoiced 
^^ not at the deftrudtion of him that hated 
*^ him, nor fufiered his mouth to fin, by 
/' wifhing acurfe to his foul :"J he difpenfcd 

jufUcQ 

* Job i. I, 8* ii. 3. t Ih, xxj^. 24, 2^. 

J lb. xxxi. 29, 30, 
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juftice and (hewed humanity to all, for *' he '' 

^* defpiied not the caufe of his man-fcrvant^ 
** or of his maid-fervant, when they con- 
^* tended with him;" for he faid within 
himfelf, '' What then ihall I do, when God 
** rifeth up ? And when he vifiteth, what ^ 
** ihall I anfwer him? Did not he that 
^^ made me m the womb make him ? Did 
^^ Aot one fafiiion us in the womb ? He with*- 
** held not the poor from their defire, neither 
^* caufcd the eyes of the widow to fail;"* 
It is recorded of him that he was generous and 
hofpitable, for " he did not eat his morfel 
•* himfelf alone, but the fatherlefs and widow 
** did eat thereof with him :" he fufFered 
•* not the ftranger to lodge in the ftreet,- 
^* but he opened the doors to the traveller I'^f ; 

that y he was the guardian and friend of the 
poor and needy, " Did not I weep," %s he, 
^' for him that was in trouble, and was not 
^* my foul grieved for the poor ? J I dcli- 
^' vered the poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, 
'' and him that had none to help him : the 
<* blefling of him that was ready to perifli 

*' came 

• 

♦ Job xxxi. 15—16. t lb. xxxi. 17. 3a. 

% lb. XXX. 25. 
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came upon me,- and I caufed the wkk>w'4 
heart to ling fof joy : I was a father to 
the poor, and the caufe which I knew 
not, I fearched out."* And, finally, that 
he put on righteoufnefs and it clothed him, 
and his judgment was as a robe and 
a diadein/'-f- 
To recapitulate his afflidions v^uld ht to 
tranfcribe the remainder of his hiftory. In 
ihort, fo fudden did accuinulated diftrcflcs 
come upon him, that while •* he looked for 
joy, then came forrow." He was •* made 
to pofiefs months of vanity, and wearifoflftc 
nights were appointed to htfta; his flcin 
** was broken and become loathfeme,:}: And 
laftly, " they whom he loved were turned 
** againft him."§ 

Turn now to the conclufion t>f his ^fle^- 
ing Rarrative of human inifery ^ " Job fifined 
not, TTcithcr charged God foc^flily. He 
worfhipped God, atid iaid. Naked <iamc 
I out of my mother's womb, and iiaked 
*' fliall I return thither : the Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away ^ l^teffed be fhe 
name of the Lord." And, in the chapter 

whence 

* Job xxix. 12, 13 and r6; f I''- xxix. {4, 

X lb. vii. 3, 5. § Jb. xix, 19. 
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whence our text is taken, he deliberately 
forms the refolution, that " all the while 
** his breath fhould be in him, and the fpirit of 
" God fhould be in his noftrils, his lips fhould 
** not fpeak \vickednefs, nor his tongue utter 
**• deceit : till he fhould die, he would not rc- 
" move his integrity from him : his righteouf- 
** nefs he would hpld fafl, and not let it go ; 
" his heart fhould not reproach him fo long 
^* as he fhould live."* 

The reafoning* and refolution of Job. remain 
to be tranfplanted into our own breafls. 
His fituation in profperity amounted to the 
utmofl extent of human wifhes ; he poiTefTed 
all the bleffings which this world had to offer, 
and refifled every temptation to abufe or mis- 
apply them. An univerfal and moft pungent 
change of fortune came fuddenly upon him 
in the midfl of his grateful and • honourable 
enjoyment of the bleffings which God had 
beflovved upon him : they made themfelves 
wings and flew away. Job had recourfe to 
thofc two only faithful friends, who forfake 
no man, unlefs they are difmifTed by him: 
God and his own confcious integrity of heart 

were 

* Job xxvii^ J— 6. 
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were his flay and fupport ; he had ** feared 
** God and cfchewed evil," and all the com- 
plicated affli<flions which bcfel him and his 
houfe could not deftroy the fatisfa£tion and 
comfort derived to him from fuch principles, 
and fuch pradice. 

The remarks which will occur upon re- 
citing this intercfting hiftory^ although they 
are obvious, are not, therefore, lefs ufeful in 
leading us to apply the cafe and condud: of 
this holy man to all the fons of Adorn. 

*' Man is born to trouble as the fparks fly 
•• upwards,"* It appears to be the ncceflary 
attendant on his nature and ^tuation here; 
but it is with a view to his improvement and 
future happiuefs that this dlfcipline is admi- 
Bifbred by the permiffion of the good pro- 
vidence of God : and it is only from forming 
a wrong judgment of our iituation in this 
world, that we are, at any time, fb far mif- 
taken as to repine and murmur at the viciifi- 
tudes and trials which accompany our ftay in it. 

Without the moft diftant expedation, oii 
deiire, to &e men become indifferent to afflic-- 
tions, for the heart that is infenfible to 

' forrow 
* Job f. 7. 
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fbrrow knows not the luxury of temperate 
joy, and he who feels not for another's woe 
will eafily be tempted to turn his back on 
juftice and benevolence ; it is neverthelefs no 
more than the part of true wifdom, and 
confequently of true religion, which is the 
fame thing, to keep our minds prepared to 
receive thefc unwelcome vifitors, and rcfignecf 
to the bearing patiently the utmoft excefs of 
their vengeance. ** Afflidlion cometh not 
*^ forth out of the duft, neither doth trouble 
** fpring out of the ground;*" but it is a mean 
appointed in the difpenfation of God for our 
trial and purification. Affliftion corredteth 
the heart of man, loofens every inordinate 
affection for the world, and transfers our 
thoughts and meditations to their greateft and 
nobleft objeft, the kind creator of. all things, 
and' a future flate of happinefs and immor-t 
tality* 

Neverthelefg, after all that c»n be ofiered 
by the philoibpher, or the 6hrillian, to 
enable us to bear up againft the afflidtive 
events of human life, we are no more 
bound to court them, than we are able 

wholly 

* Job V. 6. 
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elements around us» from war or peftilence 
defolating our country, and dcftroying their 
thoufands and tens of thouiands, we muft re- 
colled: the Being that permits thefe fcourges 
to vifit the fons of men, and the beneficent 
end which they arc deiigned to anfwer : for 
•* when thy judgments, O Lord ! are m the 
«* earth," fidth the prophet I&iah, ** the 
** inhabitants of the world will leam rightc- 
" oofiicfs."* 

There remains to be recommended a mea^ 
fiire regarding the ftate of afili£iion» not only 
of expediency, but of duty, which is this, 
that whatever our iituation may be in refpeft 
to the feverity of the trials wc may feverally 
be called upon to bear, we muft take efpe- 
cial care not to aggravate them by our im- 
patience under them. How much all bodily 
complaints are meliorated by patience in paitl 
or ficknefs, is familiar to the moft inattentive 
obfbrver: and very much will thoie afflic- 
tions be alleviated, which opprefs the heart 
and mind of man, by that refignation and 
fortitude which conftitutc two very eilenttal 
parts, or rcquifites, of the chriflian charafter. 

The«- 

* Ifaiah xxvii. 9. 
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t*here is fuch a thing as brooding over our 
forrows, and colleding them together^ and eveii 
cherifhing them, as if we were defirous of 
trying and feeling their united ^ftrength ; and 
this condudt is followed by a dejedtioh of fpirits^ 
which not feldom terminates with reproaching 
our maker. But the proper du^ of an up- 
right mind is to difmifs every irreverent or 
reproachful thought oi" fentiment of that great 
and omnipotent Being who giveth him every 
good thing ; to found his reiignation on the 
rational and religious confidence, that all 
things are fo ordered that they will work 
together for his greateft ultimate good ; and 
to look upon adverfity as upon that which can 
trouble but not diflrefs us i perplex but not 
drive us to defpair ; perfecute but not nlake us 
to be foriaken ; which may caufe us to be caft 
dpwn, but not deftfoyed.* 

Again. As filver is tried in the furnace, 
and thereby purified ; fo man who fupports 
affliction with dignity will rife fuperior to it,^ 
and be benefitted by it« He will be called 
to the ftudy, and confequent better know-* 
ledge, of himfelf ; and, like a vcfTel, which 

has 

* a Cor. iv. 8, 94 
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and, indeed, we may fee the very plants and 
fhrubs that cover the face of the earth, not 
only to retire from the chilling air of winter, 
(anlefs fpecially enabled by nature to bear it,) 
but very fenfibly revive with the genial 
waraith of fpring and fummer ; in fhort, to 
fpeak a language that will include them in 
the general obfervation. But, be this as it 
may ; if the vegetable kingdom do not fharc 
in, it greatly contributes to, the happinefs and 
even exiftence of every animal that breatheth 
the breath of life. Animal exiftence pofleffes 
as much happinefs as animal enjoyment can 
afford ; and though great devaftation is made 
of animal life in their feveral kinds, whether 
of beafts, or birds, or fifhes, and man lifts 
up his hand againft them all ; their numbers 
are very greatly multiplied, and their happi- 
nefs greatly increafed by the ufe that he 
makes of them. 

With regard to man himfelf, the neceflary 
demands of life are eafily fatisiied, and very 
rarely wanted, except where idlenefs will not 
provide, or where vice has dcftroyed them. 
Food and raiment comprife the indulgences 
of the rich, while they alfo exprefs the wants 

of 
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of the poor and needy. And, admitting 
thefe to be provided, let thofe fay, who have 
known what it is to want and what it is to 
aboundj whether the peafant does not receive 
as much enjoyment from his humble clothing 
and homely fere, as his opulent neighbour 
from being clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and faring fumptuoufly every day? 

From the provifion for the body, let us 
pafs. to a very brief confideration of the ftate 
of the mind ; and let me obferve, that the 
contentment of the poor and afflifted man 
will nearly rival the enjoyment even of the 
benevolence of the rich and profperous. The 
health of labour is greatly to be preferred 
to the liftlefsnefs of indolence; and, moft 
probably, where the temptation to fin is the 
weakeft, there will remain the moft virtue. 
In ^ the middle elafs of Jife^ it may fafely be 
prefumed there is more happinefs than in any 
other. For this neither greatly elevates nor 
depreflTes us. Generally fpeaking, it places 
us in that medium of enjoyment, which 
fecludes the envy, and confequent enmity, of 
others ; and ftill gives us the poflfeflGlon of the 
means pf very fufficiently fupplying all our 

T 3 reafonable 
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reafonable wants, and relieving the occaiional 
neceflities of others. When we fee fo many, 
odierwife great men, take their leave of truth 
and re<!iHtude in the impatient attainment of 
power, honour and riches, we ought to be 
thankful that we have not been tried with 
temptations which might have been too power- 
ful for us to have refifted ; attainments thefc, 
which we . muft have obferveid to be no lefs 
generally, than grofsly abufed. Even thofc, 
who from their fituation and abilities might 
have been bleflings to generations yet unborn, 
have been the fcourge of the prefent and 
may be the caufe of the ruin of fuccecding 
ages. 

If men would acquit themfelves in this 
world with a confcientious regard to mord 
redlitude of heart, would live in the love and 
fear of God, would devote themfelves to the 
cheerful cultivation of religion and virtue in 
their lives and converfation, they would be 
happy in themfelves, and be confidered as an 
extenfive blefling to others. 

The fludtuations in all fublunaiy concerns 
would then be only fo many reafons for purfu- 
ing the ftraight and finooth courfe of religion 

and 
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and virtue, without turning to the right-hand 
or the left. The frowns and the fmiles of 
the world would bd no more regarded by us 
than they juftly defer ve, for our happinefs 
would then be equally independant of both. 
From a ferious and well-founded confidence 
in the providence of God, and from the ex- 
pedlation of a happy immortality, we fhould 
derive all the fupport that we fhould want 
under the moft grievous afflidion, and every 
comfort that a rational mind could defire. 
We fhould be temperate in proiperity, re- 
figned and patient in adverfity ; our heart 
would ndt reproach us fo long as we fhould 
live, and, at laft, we fhould meet the mef- 
fenger of death without difmay. 
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SERMON XV. 



THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF THE GOSPEL. 



JOHN XV. 24. 

}f I HAD NOT DONE AMONG THEM Tiffi WORKS WHICH 
NONE OTHER MAN DID, THEY HAD NOT HAD .SIN 1 BUT 
f^QW HAVE THEY SEEN, AND HATED BOTH ME AND 
MY FATHER, 

Our lord declared to his difciples that he 
** was the true vine, and his father the 
** huflbandman:" and, in continuation of 
the fame parable, adds, *^ Every branch of 
^* his that bearcth no fruit, he will take 
*' away; but every branch, that beareth 
<^ fruit, he will prune, that it may bear 
*' more fruit*.'* 

The intimate connexion and dependence 
that ought to fubiift : between his difciples 
and himfelf, is further . inculcated in this 
parable in very ftrong terms j and the gene- 
ral 

? John XV* I9 2« Mr. Wakefield's tramflation* 
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ral dodlrine of chriftian love is taught in 
figurative expreflions, and in authoritative 
precepts. 

The oppofition which the greater part of 
mankind formed againft a fyftem of religion 
and morals, which was by no means intended 
to be accommodated to the criminal fafhions 
of the world, was predidled ; and that pre- 
didtion was grounded upon the treatment 
which Jefus Chrift himfelf had received 
from thofc who *' were of the world." His 
difciples were very reafonably and very 
juftly reminded, " that the fervant was not 
** greater than his lord ;" ^d were told that 
as the world had perfecuted him, it would 
alfo perfecute them. 

This ungracious treatment from thofe to 
whom the gofpel was preached, was not 
only reprehenfible in itfelf, but was alfo 
greatly aggravated by the abundant evidence 
which Jefus had tendered to thenl to prove 
that he was the Chriil, the promifed prophet 
and meffenger of God. ^^ If I had not coobe 
** and fpoken unto them," faid he> *' thqr 
'' had not had fin ; but how they haVe no 
" cloke, (or excufe,) for their fin." In 

other 
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other words, their not impartially attending 
to the evidence ' he perfonally produced to 
them to prove that he was the meflenger 
of God, appointed to reveal his will, con- 
flituted the finful part of their condud. 
And this negled of reafonable evidence was 
not Icfs fatal in its confcquehce; than cri- 
minal in itfelf, for, as Chrift himfelf 6b- 
ferved, *' he that hateth him, hateth his 
*' father alfo/' 

But, as if he were not fatlsfied with re- 
proving their infidelity or unbelief, from 
\vhat he had taken occafion to fpeak unto 
them, he appealed to the miracles which he 
had wrought among them in confirmation 
of his fuftaining the character of a prophet. 
' If I had not done among them,'* faid 

* he, ** the works which none other man 
^ did, they had not had fin : but, though 

* they have feen (thefe works,) they hate 

* both me and my father*.'* 

The reception of the gofpel is here con- 
fidered by our acknowledged mafter, to 
depend upon evidence; and, from this ob- 
lervation, fo confonant to reafon and the 
mature of things, we may fafely prefume 

that 
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th.at there is no commendation due to thofe 
Vfho receive it upon truft, as a thing of 
courfe, without inquiry or examination: 
and» indeed^ for this very obvious reafon^ 
becaufe in fuch .cafe there has been no exer- 
tion of the mindy no difpofition or labour to 
attain that better knowledge which is held 

out to us* Befides which, as the feed 

< 

fown on ftony ground, where it had not 
much earth, inunediately fprang up, be* 
caufe it had no depth of earth ; but when the 
fun was rifen, it was fcorched, and becaufe 
it bad no root, it withered away*: fo, like- 
wife, the proper fruit of any profeffion of re- 
ligion, made without inquiry or examination, 
cannot be produced under the hand of any 
wilfully ignorant or negledful cultivator of 
it. 

We ought, therefore, to confider the 
rftligion of Clirift as offered to our reafon and 
underftanding. It is an appeal to every 
man, to whom thefe glad- tidings of great 
joy have been announced, upon no lefs im- 
portant a fubje<3: than his future ftate of 
happinefs or mifery after the fcenes of this 
prefent fleeting life fhall have clofed. It is 

an 

: * Mark iv. 5, 6. 
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an appeal which very wife, very good, and 
very unprejudiced minds have judged to be 
worthy of God to make, worthy of the holy 
and excellent Jefus to promulgate, and wor- 
thy of the reafonable ' creatures of God to 
receive. 

There have been, however, certain vlndi- 
fators of the chriftian caufe, who have no 
lefs injudicioufly, than falfely, maintained 
that the gofpel of Chrift is more praperly 
the objedt of our faith than of our reafon. 
And thefe have, at the fame time, under- 
flood by the word " faith/' that implicit 
belief and confidence, which precludes 
every thought or reflexion of the mind, 
which confiders inquiry as diftruft, and 
brands all examination with the hard names 
of impiety and blafphemy. 

It is well for us of the prefent genera- 
tion, that hard names are not always fol- 
lowed by hard ufage. They generally do 
the greateft injury to thofe who ufe them ; 
and this affords us the befl ground to hope 
that they alfo, in their turn, will be laid 
afide and difowned. But it has not been at 
Ief& expence than the bloo4 of thoufands, 

and 
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and of tens of thoufands, that mankind have 
been convinced (if all of them are yet con- 
vinced) that imprifonment, confifcation, or 
even the rack itfclf, make no converts. 
Thefe inft rumen ts of violence are very well 
calculated to produce an uniformity of pro- 
fefli on ; but, as they apply not to the reafon 
and underftanding of man, they cannot pro^ 
duce their ftrious converfion of mind in fin- 
cerity and truth. The patrons of intole- 
rance have learned in the fame dear fchool 
of experience, that to perfecute any fedt of 
religionifts, (and every denomination of them 
are equally fedts, or parts and diviiions of a 
whole,) tends only to promote their caufe. 

It were, indeed, to be wifhed, that the 
great principle, the imity of God and that 
he only is to be worfliipped, may afford an 
exception to this general obfervation, and 
be fufFcred to proceed to its perfedt eftabliih- 
ment in the minds of men, without the aid 
of perfecutiqn, It is, however, certain, that 
the prefent advanced reception of this im- 
portant truth is greatly owing to the wretched 
defences of polytheifm under the chriftian 

difpenfation, and to the untempered zeal of 

its 
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its advocates, Inquiry is excited by control 
vcrfy, and in controverfy truth will prevail 
and triumph. Every ftirring of the waters 
prevents the baneful efFefts of ftagnation; 
and it is to be hoped that it will not be long 
after mankind have dared to examine and 
think for themfelves, that every fpecies of 
idolatry in the chriftian world will difap-» 
pear before the voice of reafon and true reli* 
gion. Men's minds are opened by examina- 
tion and refledion^ and they are illumi- 
nated and invigorated by obferving a con- 
fident cond.u<5l in the profeflbrs of the gofpel 
of Chrift. 

It is very familiar to our ears to hear the 
gofpel of Chrift denominated a myftery ; a 
conduft this, which difcourages us in our 
reafonable hopes of removing the apparent 
difficulties ; and indeed \ye are very generally 
injoined implicit obedience by the fame per- 
fons. And, by way of argument, with a 
view to prevent invcftigation and to impofe 
(ilence, it is urged that the myfteries in na- 
ture are fimilar to, and countenance the 
exigence and fitnefs of, myfterics in revela- 
tion. That difficulties will occur in both, 

is 
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is mofl: true. But as to the difficulties ()€•* 
curring in natural objedls^ fuch as an acorn 
producing an eak, an egg a bird^ and the 
like^ it is to be obferved that the truth of 
the fads is clear and afcertained by every 
day*s obfervation. They follow as regularly 
as the efFefl does the caufe, in matters 
which we more fully underfland. They 
involve no con tradition, no impoffibility \ 
they tend to enlarge our ideas of the 
power and goodnefs of God, not to im- 
peach or degrade the attributes of deity. 

On the contrary, if the words which we 
ufe to exprefs our meaning have any appro- 
priated fenfe, when I fpeak of a " revela- 
tion," I cannot mean to fpeak of a ** myf- 
tery," for what is revealed muft ceafe to 
be a myftery. And it is a very fenfible re- 
mark, that " where myftery begins, reli* 
** gion ends." The truth appears to be, 
that the word " myftery" is more fre- 
quently ufed as a convenient and accommo- 
dating, though foreign covering, than as the 
proper, natural or ornamental garb of true 
religion; and it is worthy of obfervation, 

that 
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that the various difficulties which are fug- 
gefted chiefly refpcifl dodlrinal queftions ; and 
further^ that none are fo dull as thofe who 
will not: learn, and none are To deaf as thofe 
who will not hear. Upon what other fup- 
poiition can an unprejudiced and candid ob« 
ferver account for a great number of perfons, 
whoQi we generally efteem fenfible and 
well-informed, rejeding the dodrine of 
tranfubdantiation as being contrary to all 
their fenfes, and impoffible in itfelf ; and 
yet believing the vulgar notion of the 
trinity, not only to be a part, but a fun* 
damental part of the chriftian revelation ? 
For, where is the difference in the abfur- 
dity of believing that the father is God, the 
fon is God, the holy ghoft is God, and yet 
that there are not three Gods, but one God ; 
or that bread and wine are tranfubftantiated 
by the miniftration of the prieft into the body 
and blood of Chrifl which are faid, even by a 
proteftant church, to be ** verily and indeed 
'* taken and received by the faithful in the 
** lord^s fupper." 

In both thefc cafes, we muft equally rcr 

nounce our reafon ; it is, however, fome ad- 
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vantage to the romanift tiiat he a£)sf con(if!« 
cntly with his prctcnfions, while the proteftant 
exercifes his reafon agftinft tranfubAantiation^ 
hut embraces the do^rine of the trinity in 
pcrfba filcnce and with implicit :faith. So 
inconfiftent is our prQteftant with the very 
principles of his proteft^ that, when engaged 
in' debate with- the catholic- diffenter, he 
cites his bible, and reaibns upon it; but 
when he argues with the rational unitarian* 
diffenter, he eonfecrates interpolations and 
falfe readings, he talks of myfteries, and pleads 
the opinion and a.uthority of the church ; and 
though countenanced neither by Mofes or the 
prophet^, by Chrift or his aportles, he is 
finally fatisfied in the decliion of the civil 
magiftrate without inquiry, and, fometimes^ 
againft convidlion. And, as if this were not 
fufEcient, he fondly imagines he can pro- 
tradl the downfal of foperftition by refifting 
the repeal of penal ftatutes, which were vainly 
intended to prevent difcuflion, but will con- 
tribute, fo long as they remain a part of our 
legal code, to excite inquiry, to extend, 
unite, and ftrengthen the oppofition to the 
principles on which they are founded. 

But 



( 3^7 ) 

But forbearing, for the prefent, any further 
obfervations on the mode of contending for 
the chriftian caufe in fimplicity and truth, 
or on the inconfiftences and corruptions 
which have unhappily been fanflioned with 
the chriftian name; let us briefly confidef 
the evidence by which the feith of thcgofpel 
is fupported, and the confcquence of rcjedl- 
^*ng it, as delivered in the new Teftament. 

In the difcourfe of our lord, now before 
us, he firfl: referred his difciples to the 
words which he had fpoken, direfting their 
attention to the internal evidence of the truth 
of his gofpel ; and then defired them to con- 
fider the works which he had done, in order 
to call their ferious thoughts to the external 
evidence by which his miniftry was fup- 
ported. 

The internal evidence arifes from the doc- 
trines and precepts which he taught being 
worthy of the high original they claimed, 
and tending to perfeft man's true happinefs. 

The external evidence confifted in his 
doii\g fuch things, as no other man could 
do, except God were with him : fuch, for 
inflance, a^ the numerous miracles which he 

U 2 publicly 
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publicly wrought for wife and goad ends, 
and the many prophecies he delivered^ which 
have been fulfilled, and are now fulfilling, 
in the world. 

Thefe, taken coUedlively and harmooizing 
together, aniount to a weight of teftimony 
that would be refifled in no other cafe ; and, 
in this, may very well claim our affent 
On fo ioiportant and interefling a bufinefs, 
which immediately aifedls our prefent and 
future happinefs. An aflcnt, however,, which 
muft, at all events, be voluntary, and the 
refult of every man's own inquiry and con- 
vi(ftion^ independent on the will or influence 
of others. And an inquiry, conviction, and 
affent which reipeCt the dodrine of Jefuft 
Chrifl ^ every one (hall read and underfland 
it for himfelf in the new Teftament, and 
not in the decifion of any church, or ia 
the opinions of any men, which are often- 
times fo far from being in any agreement with 
the new Teflament, that, on the contrary, 
they are in dkc€t oppofition to it. This 
grievous miflake, in paying undeferved de- 
ference to the dodrines and commandments 

« • 

of men> has produced, in many perfons, a 
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ftrong prejudice againft, and, in (he end, ^ 
total reje<Stion of the genuine doctrines of 
the chriftiari revelation, although the fyf- 
tems they have (ludied, and the pure gofpel 
of Chrid: are as oppofite to each other as 
light and darkne&« 

The confequence of this fufficiency, or 
rather this abundance, of evidence of the 
divine miffion of Jefus is, that the rejedion 
of this gofpel by us, to whom it is tendered, 
is finful ', that is, highly criminal before God. 
The apoftle Paul argues in the fame manfler 
with the Corinthians, when he fays, ** the 
'* fting of death is fin, and the ftrength of 
'* fin is the law." And immediately, inftead 
of reproaching hie creator with fuch inftitu- 
tions of his prpvidence, he breaks out ia 
the language of grateful praife, " but 
** thanks be to Gad, who giveth us the 
** vvGtovy^'' or enableth us to obtain vidtory 
over death and the grave, at the refurredion, 
** through" the means of ** our lord Jefus 
" Chrift/' 

The prevailing reafon of our lord's re- 
quiring our aflfent to his doftrinc was not 
fcccaufe it was his, or taught by him, but 
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becraufe it was the will and law of God ; 
** the words which he fpakc, he fpake not 
'^ of himfelf, and the father that dwelled 
** in him, he did the works."* And the 
general conclufion, which he drew from the 
condudt of the great body of his hearers, 
was, that *^ they had feen, and hated both 
** him and his father." As he came not 
to do his own will, but the will of him that 
fent him, he was ardently defirous that the 
good pleafure of God (hould be fulfilled in 
the fuccefs, as^ well as in the faithfully 
preaching of his word. And his own 
amiable and benevolent difpofition, which 
made him to weep over Jerufalem, induced 
him to labour without ceafing to promote, 
extend, and confirm the prefent rational, 
and future immortal happinefs of his fellow- 
creatures, upon whom their common parent 
had bellowed fo many and fo great bleffings. 
If it be objeded to the chriflian reve* 
lation that, according to this ilatement, the 
propofed benefit to be derived from it is not 
equal to the haasard of our condemnation for 
j-ejeding \\ \ it i$ to b^ obierved> that upon 

th? 
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the fame principle, we might objeft to every 
blefling of heaven, our reaibn as well as 
our religion, and every advantage that we 
can derive from our education or our fortune, 
becaufe we are neceilarily anfwerable for thp 
uie of all theie, in proportion to the fiiare of 
each which is beftowed upon us.^ All theie 
blefling^ in their very nature, obvioufly point 
out the fitncfs and propriety of our rightly 
uiang and improving them for our own fakes, 
as well as from a principle of gratiti^e to the 
great beftower of them. No truft, no ho- 
nour, no emolument of a worldly kind, can be 
appointed us, that does not draw along with 
it its peculiar duties; and to negle£t the 
duties incidental to our iituation is to be- 
tray the trufl, difcredit the honour, or abufe 
the advantages which are committed to usi 
To negled: to ufe the means of doing good, 
whether they refpefi: the future or prefent 

U 4 intereft 

* ^ Literature is a kind of intelle£lual light, which, 
** like the light of the fun, may fometimes enable us to 
*' fee what we do not like ; but who would wifli to 
^' efcape unpleafing objefls, by condemning himfelf to 
^ perpetual darkiiafs." 

Johnibn's Diilertat. on authors, in <* Mifcellaneous 
and fugitive pieces." vol. ii. edit. 1774. p. 22. 
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intereft of our fellow- creatures, is to prof- 
titute a very facred depofit. And to adt, in 
our moral and religious capacity, as if we 
were in the dark, while we are, in truth, 
enlightened by a revelation of the mind and 
will of God, adapted and fubmittcd to our 
fober reafon, appears to be the greateft ag- 
gravation of mental blindnefs ; it is to hu- 
mour the caprice and paffion of the moment, 
at the rifle of forfeiting the animating hope 
of immortal happinefs. 

When revelation is faid, and it is juftly 
faid, to make its appeal to reafon, it is to 
be underftdod that the reafoning powers of 
man are cxercifed without prejudice and 
without partiality ; in which cafe, every 
Judicious advocate for the truth of revelation 
fhould be fatisfied with the refult. An ap- 
peal of this kind to the fober judgment of 
every man is, and ought to be, final; and 
if convidlion of mind (hould not voluntarily 
follow fuch application, accompanied, as it 
is prefumed tp be, with candor and impar- 
tiality, we are bound to maintain the in- 
nocency of fuch error, bccaufe it is pre- 
ceded by examination • The prize of our 

high 
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high calling is nothing lefs than immortal 
happineis; and our prctcnfions are con- 
fcflcdly dcferving of very^ferious examination 
and attention. Our adverfaries, therefore, 
ought to give a patient hearing and fedulous 
inveftigation in this important affair. If 
they difcharge this debt which they owe 
to themfelves, it is all that we have a 
right to demand from them; but juftice 
requires that they fhould pay it to the 
uttermoft farthing. Having done this, we 
may have their leave to lament over the loft 
they fuftain, but have no power to put 
them in pofleiTion of our faith by violence, 
nor any right to make them profefs what 
they do not believe. 

Here let the true difciples of the bleiled 
Jefus learn of him, who was meek and lowly 
in heart, and they (liall find equal refl to 
their fpirit. Let us love the whole race of 
mankind as brethren^ and if we cannot lead 
a fellow-creature from that which we may 
conceive to be the error of his way, by means 
which will convince and edify him -, let us 
not, through any pretended zeal, perfecut^ 
and harrafs him, either by any avowed or 
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cbncealed perfecution, or by any uncharitable 
opinion of him. He may be feeking the truth 
as well as ourfelves, and he may be perfuaded 
that he has found it, in thofe very dodtrines 
which we reject with abhorrence. And^ 
finally, let me obferve, that the purity of our 
own faith is not to be proved by our pro- 
feflions, but by our adual behaviour ^ and 
the beft evidence we can produce that we arc 
in Chrifl, is to (hew that the fpirit of Chrift 
is in us. 
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SERMON XVI. 



A GENEROUS TEMPER CONGENIAL WITH 
NATURE AND REVELATION. 



PROVERBS XK 24, 

THERE IS THAT SCATTERETH, AND VET INCREASETH $ 
AND THERE IS THAT WITH-HOLDETH MORE THAN XS 
MEET, BUT IT TENDETH TO POVERTY. 

How little the wifdom of Solomon is 
known to the wretched ilaves of avarice and 
parfimony, their principles and condudl, their 
chagrin, difappointment, and mifery in the 
courfe of their warfare, abundantly declare. 

It is the iirft character of folly to facrifice 
that which is eternal to that which is tern- 
poral ; and it is the next fo to abufe our tem- 
poral poileiHons as to prevent their producing 
even temporal happinefs,^and that rational en- 
joyment of them which is the moil acceptable 
return to God, who gives us all that we 
poflefs, and highly beneficial to ourfelves and 

to 
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to mankind at large, even in the prefent 
world. 

In re(pe(9: to this mifapplication of the 
talents committed to their care, whether in 
the (hape of wealth or other means of doing 
good, men make wreck of their happinefs, 
from the miftaken opinion they entertain of 
the nature of fuch trufts and depofits, and of 
the defign, or end, for which they were com- 
mitted to their hands. 

Solomon abounds in aphorifms of the 
foundcft wifdom ; but their force and efficacy 
may eafily be defeated by the hardened heart, 
or the unknown influence of evil habits. 

It were no very bold undertaking to meet 
the apologifts of avarice, and to engage to 
defeat its ableft advocates upon their own 
maxims and principles. They place their 
happinefs in the mere poflcffion of wealth, 
without regarding any thing more than the 
fecurity and increafe of it. But, what is 
that which they poffefs, that figured foilic- 
thing which has its relative value ftamped 
upon it, when they deftroy the relation, it 
bears to thofe comforts in human life which 
it is competent to purchafe or procure? 

Were 
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Were we to poffefs food and raiment^ aiuL 
neither apply the one to cover, nor the 
other to feed us, would they not be ufelefi 
in themfelves ^ and would not the covetous 
man himfelf defervedly condemn us ? And 
yet, in what refpedt is the conduct of the 
mifcr more excufable ? Neverthelefs, we have 
heard of thofe who have fufFered themfelves 
to want the neceflaries of life in the midfl of 
an abundance of means to procure them ; and 
who have aftually periflied fronj (heii- extreme 
unwillingnefs to part with that which really 
profited them nothing. 

It may, indeed, be no eafy matter to con- 
vince the mifer, that the blefling of thofe 
who were ready to perifla,' is an hundred-fold 
return for all the difburfements he could have 
made in feeding the hungry, and clothing the 
naked, in giving work to the laborious, and 
relief to the indigent poor. But the fordid fons 
,of this world need not to.be told, and ought, 
from motives of mere policy, to recoUedt, 
that they are infufficicnt to their own fecu- 
rity; and that if their hands are withheld 
from minillering to the affiftancc of others 
the hands of others will never be extended 

to 
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fo alleviate their misfortunes, or to protect 
them from danger. Befides ; wealth can only 
then promote our happinefs, when it is 
applied to the commonweal of mankind by a 
jtidicious and lil>eral diftribution. When it 
is lockfed up in the coffers of its owners, it 
contributes nothing to the general happi- 
nefs. 

If health, or peace, or contentment were 
to be purchafed at a certain price, riches 
would indeed be very defirable pofleflions on 
thefe accounts. But the confcious refledlion 
of having done all the good which it was 
in our power to do will command more 
ferenity of mind, more true iatisfadlion and 
joy in profperity, and more refignation under 
adverfe events, than all that hoarded wealth 
can give. He who binds up the broken 

« 

heart, who nurtures the neglected orphan^ 
who makes the widow's heart to fing for joy, 
or who raifes the venerable head of drooping * 
age, through the means of his wealth, will 
have reafon to be thankful that he has 
been thus rich in good works. It is only in 
this view, that we can add the appendages of 
wealth to 'the beatitudes in the goipel, and 

fay. 
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fay, *'Blefled are the rich/ It does not, how- 
fever, require opulence to perform thefe good 
offices ; they are within the reach of us all 
in different degrees, and we ihall all be re-* 
warded according as we ihall have improved^ 
or ufed, our leveral trufts. 

When we are told fome of the melancholy 
inftances of human avarice, even on the bc4 
of ficknefs and of death, there are but two 
emotions that we feel on fuch occafions ; we 
are either ftruck with horror, or with pity^ 
We are either fhocked at the impiety of a 
wretched worldling, abforbed in the contem- 
plation of what he cannot poflefs any longer ; 
or exprefs our pity at his folly, in fetting his 
heart on the things of this world, at the 
moment when he is about to take his leave of 
them alir 

Thefe men do indeed greatly miftake their 
own intereft, and if their prejudiced minds 
would fufFer them to acknowledge the truth 
of our text, they would cordially embrace 
It : for ** diere is that fcattereth, and yet 
" increafeth ; and there is that with-holdeth 
" more than is meet, • but it tendeth to 
" poverty/' But the benevolent and th^ 
' avaricious 
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avaricious ittan feparate from each other upon 
the queftion of faft : and until that be fettled 
between them, there is no hope of perfuading 
the worldly-minded man of that feemingly 
ft range, but apoftolic and true, doftrine, that, 
** it is more blelTed to give, than to receive/* 
The folly of the rich man in the gofpel, who 
laid up his ftores, and propofed to take his 
eafe, to eat, drink, and be merry, is more 
generally admitted, than fairly applied to fimi- 
lar caies« But the narrow Ipirit of the mifer 
would objefl: to all this propofed cafe and 
mirth only from a principle of oeconomyj 
and confequently, agree in the condemnation 
of the unwife man, merely becaufe he had 
been the dupe of his own vain projedt. 

The uncertainty of human life makes no 
part of the argument, in this ftate of it at leaft, 
for that is granted on all hands. But, let 
me afk. With what fatisfaftion or fecurity 
can the mifer look forward !& the future ufe 
and application of his wealth ? He may 
endow an hofpital, inftitute a fcminary for 
learning, found an afylum for various wot 
and wretchednefs, or think he has difcovered 
qti heir as careful as himfelf ; but the abufe^ 

of 
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of delegated trufts arc infinite, and while 
** he heapeth up riches^ he cannot tell who 
*' fhall gather them.*' 

On the contrary ; he that fcattereth his 
bounty with difcretion in his life-time (hall 
fee, and even reap, its incrcafe> if it flow,! 
while yet it is his own,* he will fee its return 
in the proper ufe and application of it i and, 
confcious of the purity of his motives, he 
will be bleiTed by the grateful hearts of thofe 
whom his patronage has improved in ufeful 
learning, or redeemed from mifery* ** He 
** that watereth, fliall be watered alfo him- 

'^ felf/' 

.► 

It is pleafing for man td think upon the 
various works of his hands and fruits of hU 
labours, when his life hath been honourabl^^ 
and ufefully fpent. We look with pleafure[ 
tin the houfe which we have built, on the 
fields we have cultivated, and on the Woods 
we have planted ; and he is no inconfiderable 
benefaftor to mankind who hath made the 
barren foil to bring forth, and hath produced 
corn, where bkde ne'er grew before. Thefe 
are natural fources of great and true pleafure, 
ind lead to what the world calls profit alf<^' 
voL^ I. X But 
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But how much more elevated and dignified 
muft that pleafure be which arifes from our 
building up living temples to religion and 
virtue, from cultivating the intellectual and 
future happinefs of the rational creatures of 
God, and from planting in the heart of man 
a juft fcnfc of, and reverence for, the deity, 
and a love for every virtuous practice ! In 
proportion to the objeds of our purfuits, 
muft be the happinefs we derive from our 
efforts ; and if, from the fcenes of nature and 
of art, we turn to thofc, to which a well- 
direfted zeal for the intereft of religion and 
virtue will introduce us, we fliall receive 
the applaufe, not of our caprice or paflion, 
but of our rcafon and refledion. 

It is no fmall part of our duty to confider,. 
in connedtion widi oar preient argument, how 
far we ought to allow ourfclves perfonal 
indulgencies which wiU abridge our means of 
doing good, and cramp our ufefulaefs. For,. 
if the exercife of an enlarged and generous* 
benevolence be a duty both obligatory upoa 
us, and produdtive of much happinefs, it is 
not to be confidered only as the employment 
of what (hall be deemed^ affluence and great 

wealth. 
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wealthy but of a proper portion of every 
man's fubftance. How much every man's 
means amount, to, as it would be impertinent 
for another to conjefture, fo it would be 
uncertain even for himfelf to calculate with 
preciiion. But the opportunities of doing 
good are fo many and various, (and in none 
more fuccefsfuUy than by our example,) that 
the talents diftributed to each of us, are more 
equally divided than fome dare to prefume, 
or others are willing to allow. 

It is well faid by the apoftle Paul^ that *' the 
** love of money is the root of all evil ;*'* and 
certainly a more general caufe of fin and folly 
does not exift ; for money being the medium 
of attaining every other kind of property, the 
love of it, in the fcnfe here intended by the 
apoftle, means the inordinate or unreafonable 
love of the world, and the things pf the 
world. It is this pafHon, immoderately in- 
dulged, that calls for every gratification, and 
leads to the commifllon of every thing that 
is difpleafing to God, and hurtful to our 
'fellow-creatures. It tempts the though tlefs 
man to ri(k the happinefs of a future and 

X 2 everlafting 

• I Tim. vi. zo« 
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evtfrlafting world for the fake of gfatilit^tions, 
which, when indulged, are accompanied with 
the confcious knowledge of their being cri- 
minal, and generally followed by remorfe. 

What is it, let me aflc, but this immoderate 
and criminal love of the world that prevents a 
great part of mankind from feeing the truth as 
it is in the gofpel of Jefus ; and difcourages 
another large portion of them from profeffing 
it ? What is it, but this blind attachment to the 
world, that feduces men into the indulgence 
of fenfuality, and fhuts out from their minds 
all contemplation of God and his providence? 

To cite the authority of the fcriptures in 
fupport of our do&nne, were to ^tranfcribe 
every page. And, for what other purpofe 
were they given us than to draw our affec- 
tions from the world, to regulate them bjr 
true wifdom, and ultimately to place them 
on a future and immortal life; to give us 
worthy notions of God, and to induce us 
to feek to pleafe him by a life of religion and 
virtue, of true piety to him, and genuine 
benevolence to his creatures^ 

It may not be ab'folutely necefTary feparately 
to vindicate the concluding part of Solomon's 

obfervation ; 
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oWcrvation ; but as it is a part of the text, 
I cannot, with propriety, pafs it over altogether 
unnoticed. 

" There is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, but it tendeth to poverty/' 

We might begin our remarks by obferving 
with Solomon himfelf, that *' he that hath pity 
'* on the poor, Icndeth unto the Lord ; and 
'* that which he hath given, will he pay him 
" again :'** we might alfo add, that he who 
had improved his talent, not he who had 
buried it, was to receive his own with ufury. 
Thefe obfervations have been made by perfons 
whofe charadler will entitle them to credit ; 
they are alfo founded in found reafon, and con- 
tribute their tcftimony to prove, that *' with- 
holding more than is meet tendeth to poverty/* 

Many fuppofed cafes might be put where 
this would literally come to pafs, though the 
fpirit of the fentiment difdains to be confined 
to the literal fignification of (he words. 

To withhold more than is meet, or proper, 
implies a reludance to employ any part of 
our worldly treafure in any way that will not 
infure re-payment in kind. But it fo happens 

X 3 that 
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that benevolence makes many fuperior re- 
turns. While wealth is employed in gene- 
roufly relieving the wants and neceflities of 
others, it may purchafe a friend againft a 
reverfe of fortune. From the inftability .of 
worldly property we might produce many in- 
ftances where a fmall^ but feafonable, relief 
of virtuous indigence, has been repaid with 
confidcrable intereft. Theunjuft, but provi- 
dent, fteward few the policy of having Ibme 
reverfionary claim on his lord's debtors ; and 
it is not his villany, but his wifdom, which 
is commended in our chriflian fcriptures. 

We muft all have obfcrved many occafionSs 
where parfimony has proved bad oeconomy. 
The remark is founded in truth and experience i 
and is undifputed, except by thoie to whom it 
may occaiionally be applied. 

When the huibandman foweth his feed, 
he commits it to the foil and the feafbn ; but, 
generally fpeaking, according as he ibweth, 
he reapeth. Not lefs fruitful are thofe gene- 
rous deeds, which the right-hand maketh 
not known unt^ the left; nor lefs grateful 
they who receive fuccour from the hands of 
munificence. It is certain that a good judg- 
ment 
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ment in difcriminating the proper occafions 
and objedls of liberality, will greatly extend 
its effedts i and that the mere circumftance of 
the manner of giving, may make impreflions 
which will double the obligation in thf 
mind of the receiver, and, at the fame time, 
may greatly tend to excite an honed: applica- 
tion of the bounty to the purpofes for which 
it was intended. 

Let us confine our views to the promotion 
of religion and virtue, and to the relief of thofe 
who arc really neceffitous, and we (hall not be 
refponfible for the iflue of our endeavours; 
The charge of ingratitude has been frequently 
brought againft thoie who have (hared in the 
liberality of others, but it has often arifen 
fropi our over -rating the obligation we may 
have conferred, or from our fubfequently can- 
celling it. The fatal confequence of our own 
mifapprehenfion or mifcondudt in thefe re- 
ipe£ts is, that we abate in our good opinion 
of mankind, and, by a coldnefs not natural to 
us, injure the fineft feelings of which we are 
capable, and wholly retire within ourfelves j and, 
when felfifhnefs occupies our minds, we fhall 
ceafe not only to be generous, but to be juft, 

X 4 Although 
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Although it be faid, and truly faid, that ** m 
** man livcth to himfelf/* he may notwith- 
ftanding, live lefs to others than his abilities, 
his fortune, or opportunities of doing good 
may properly admit. In cherifhing, therefore, 
the odious fpirit of felfiihnefs, a man will 
probably defeat his beft and greateft intereft, 
and will only fucceed in making himfcif 
anfwerable for the criminality of his intention. 
We are fo happily conftituted by nature, as 
to be neceffarily dependent on each other, and 
infafficient to our own comfort and happinefs. 
This introduces our focial intercourfe and 
mutual dependence, in which confifts, our 
chief enjoyment. In cultivating ii\h harmony 
by doing every good office in our power, we 
participate in the greateft delights of rational 
life. How, therefore, can any individual 
better employ his talents, opportunities, or 
wealth, than in ftriengthening and cementing 
thofe ties which bind the heart of man to. his 
fellow-creatures by the joint cords of intereft 
and afFeftion ! He is even juftified in this 
upon the principles of his own general policy, 
becaufe, by fo doing, he confults his own in- 
tereft and happinefs both here and hereafter. 

L?t 
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Let us now clofe thefe general obfcrvations, 
find feverally apply to our refpeftive fituations, 
the leading principle of our argument. Our 
own obfervation and experience will evince 
the truth of the wife-man's remark ; ^* there 
^' is that fcattereth, and yet increafeth^ and 
^* there is that withholdeth more than is 
^* meet, but it tendeth to poverty." May we, 
therefore, be of the number of thofe who in* 
preafe their own happinefs by promoting the 
happinefs of others ; and may we never ex- 
perience that diftreffing poverty which, is 
greatly aggravated by having withholden from 
pur fellow-creatures more than is meet. 



SERMON 
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SERMON XVIL 



THE PROPER TEST OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH. 



MATTHEW VII. I5. 

BEWARS OF THOSE FALSE TEACHERS, WHO COME TO 
YOU IN SHEEP'S CLOATHING, BUT INWARDLY ARE 
RAVENING WOLVES. 

Such is the power of truth upon the 
human mind, that every adverfary finds it 
necefiary to affail it under falfe appearances 
and pretences, and to attack it in difguife. 
And, as it may require fome time before we 
even fufpeft the hypocrite, and fome expe- 
rience before we difcover and detefl the falfe- 
hood of his pretenfiohs, it becomes us to ufe 
fo much caution and prudence as to keep our 
minds open to examination and conviction, 
while we try the truth or fahhood of the 
dodtrines taught us, by the evidence by 
which they arc faid to be fupported. 

The 



( 33^ ) 

The criterion mentioned by our lord, and 
by which our judgment muft be determined, 
is the only one upon which we can rely, 
•* We (hall know them by their fruits." 
The fruits, or confequences, of any doc- 
trii^ do indeed conftitute not only a part, 
but a very material part, of that e^^idence by 
which it muft be tried. The fruits, or con- 
fequences, of any doflrine or opinion, muft 
alfo be ftated and fupported in the very evi- 
4ence by which it is proved ; for if we adopt 
the doftrine or opinion, and wait to difcover 
its fruit in our own perfon, we may fall into 
the pit prepared for us without being ^ble to 
extricate ourfelves. To be old, without de- 
riving any benefit from experience, would 
be to difcredit our age, ^nd to have lived in 
vain : and to adopt opinions, either fpecula- 
tivc or pradlical, without inquiry into the 
ffuit they may be expefted to bear, and the 
cfFed they may be f.ippofed to have on the 
prefent and future happinefs of mankind, is 
an unequivocal mark of the want of wif- 
dom. 

No man beginneth to build a houfe with* 
out firft fettling the difpofition and number 

of 
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of its appartments upon fuch a plan, as he 
conceives, at Icaft, will provide the accom^ 
modations he wants : and, knowing the 
depth of his purfe, he ought, in juftice both 
to himfelf and others, to proportion his 
building according to it. In like manner, 
he ought to fee the end or efFeft of the doc- 
trine, in order to eftimate its credibility, . 
which may, in part, depend upon its utility ; 
and knowing his wants, as a rational and 
accountable creature of God, he ought to 
confider its fitnefs to his nature and fitua- 
tion. 

In mentioning here the confequences ap- 
pendant to any religious doftrines or opinions, 
I would not be underftood to mean to con* 
iidcr them, as they afFeft ourfelves merely, 
but as they affeft the truth itfelf. Neither 
do I mean to fay, that we ought to confider 
whether thedodtrinc or principle in queftion 
admits or oppofes our conformity with the 
world, that is, whether it promotes or in* 
jures our temporal intereft; but whether 
the moral attributes and honour of God, or 
the religion and virtue of mankind, are in- 
volved in it ; becaufe no do&rine can be 
true which is inconfiftcnt with the nature 

of^ 
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of Godp or contradiAory to his eflential 
attributes, or hurtful to his creature man, 
whofe moral benefit is the leading, objed 
of all his difpenfations. 

To enumerate the various ways in which 
the literal or figurative wolves here fpoken of, 
may array themfelves in fheep's cloathing, 
were to depiifl the habits of every impoilori 
and would be as endlefs a tafk as to recapi- 
tulate the various frauds and chicanery of 
thofe who are amenable to criminal juftice. 

It muft fuffice to mention a few of them ; 
and afterwards we muft content ourfelves 
with dating fbme of the eflential chara<3:ers of 
religious truth, in order to avoid the various 
temptations, which falfhood and error are 
tcontinually prefenting to us in an infinite 
variety of fhapes and drefles. 

Falfe teachers come to us with the promife 
of happinefs upon eafy terms, with con- 
fidence in the approbation of heaven, and 
countenanced, as they fay, by extraordinary 
and fpecial illumination; fometimes they 
pretend to be fupported by a claim to anti- 
quity ; and fometimes they are fandioned by 
numbers, by the influence of education, and 
by the legal approbation of the ftate. 

(I.) Wc 
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(i.) We fays happinefs in this life is the 
reward of a virtuous courfe ;, and happineft 
in the future world is aiTured to iis^ in the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift^ upon our iincere 
repentance and amendment. But, when 
happinefs in this world is made compatible 
with very relaxed morals^ and happinefs in 
the next is held out to us as purchafed and 
fecured only by the death of Chrift^ and he 
is made a literal facrifice for our iins to an 
offended God j our teachers^ be they who 
they may, appear to violate every principle 
of juftice in nature, and obtrude their own 
crude and indigefted conceits in the place of 
revelation. When, to this, they add the 
notion of a perfonal expiation by verbal con* 
feiiion and penance, the outrage againll 
common fenfe becomes almoft too grofs to 
admit of fober refutation : but, how niany 
are fo blind as not to fee the folly of fuch 
tenets, and fodeaf as not to hear the word 
of exhortation, and to think for themfelves I 

(2.) Falfe teachers, like unfkilful em* 
pirics, apparently aiTume a confidence in 
proportion to their ignorance. It is won* 
derful how much faith the multitude will 

bellow 
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beftow on liim who claims it with ibm6 
peremptorinefs^ although he may hav« no 
other title to it, than what he derives froni 
his own confidence. The rational chriftian 
will unite diffidence with candor, but the 
enthufiaft will hazard his fyftem on his owii 
confident affurance and the fevere reprobation 
of that of others. We need not be long in 
afcertaining which of the two (hall have the 
greater number of difciples. It is fo much 
eafier to join in a profeflion of faith than in 
a rule of practice ; fo much eafier to follow 
pafiion than to be governed by reafon; tha 
ftrength of voice will fometimes fo much pre^ 
vail againft ftrength of underftanding, that 
the enthufiaft is frequently accompanied hy 
hundreds of followers, while the ferious^ 
humble and rational chriftian (hall occafionally 
find himfelf almoft a folitary individual in 
his rational and fcript^ral faith. ^ 

(3.) Thefe warm zealots alfo not fel- 
dom make loud pretences to extraordi^ 
nary and fpecial illumination ; they tell us^ 
of their having feen vifions and dreamed 
dreams^ But with what proofs are thefe 
claims accompanied ? Without wknefTes ^ 
without any occafion for fuch interpofition ^ 

without 
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vnthout the evidence of miracles or pro^ 
phecy, we are called upon to receive thefe 
teachers as fpecial minlAers from the mofl 
high. It is not for us to impute all this to 
art and hypocrify ; but we (hall be guilty of 
no breach of charity to afcribe it to a 
diftempered imagination. ^ 

^4.) Sometimes the faith and dodrines 
tendered to us lay claim to antiquity. As 
chriftians, we know no higher antiquity than 
the miniftry of our mafter ; and whatever 
dodrines we fhall be perfuaded are to be 
found in tHe gofpeU we (hall do well to 
adopt them : but an antiquity that has 
reference only to the notions of the fathers 
and early chriflians will as frequently prove 
the early corruption, as the genuine purity, of 
the chriftian faith ; and will exhibit no better 
authority for fuch faith and dodirine, than if 
they were immediately derived from the church 
of Rome, of England, or of Scotland, or any 
other human fyflem, calling itfelf chriilian. 

(5.) Sometimes thefe teachers will infift 
much upon the great numbers who have 
received their faith, and the numerous con- 
verts which their own preaching has made. 
The time has been, when the notion that the 
vojt. I. Y fun 
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fun moved round the earth prevailed uni- 
vcrfally, but this famenefs and univerfality of 
opinion were no proofs of the truth of the fad, 
as later difcoveries have abundantly demons 
flrated. The fame obfervation may be made 
with refpedt to religious do<flrines; the time has 
been, when roman-catholics would not keep 
faith with thofe whom they pronounced here<* 
tics, but that period, we truft, is wearing away, 
if not already gone paft ; for a great nation 
who profcfs that perfuafion, have preceded 
protcftants in giving the rights of citizenfhip 
to all defcriptions of religionifts. In the courie 
of this progreflive change in the opinion of the 
chriflian church on thii fobjed, from in- 
tolerance to chriftian benevolence, the majo- 
rity have been, at different times, on both 
fides of the qucftion, and confequently the 
truth and juftice of neither are afFedled by 
the argument of numbers. 

(6.) In addition to the plea of numbers, i^e 
frequently hear of the influence of education, 
but thefc, united, afford no better reafon 
than the former, why we (hould jiot fufpeft, 
and carefully examine, any dodtrine. They 
are both blind guides, or bad reafons when 
infifted upon by other guides. The in- 
fluence 
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fluence of education is determined by that 
which, in common fpeech, we call ** chance," 
and may be on the fide of truth, or may be 
on the fide of falfhood. 

(7*) The lafl circumftance which I 
mentioned, as being affumed by falfe 
teachers, was the legal approbation of the 
ftate. Perhaps this is, of all others, the 
worfl criterion, or tcft, whereby to deter- 
mine truth from falfhood. We might ob- 
ferve that the bribes held out by every efta- 
blifhment are more than fufficient to induce 
a fufpicion that even in the eflimation of the 
ftate itfclf, the fyflem adopted would not be 
able to fupport itfelf by reafon and argu- 
ment. But we need not confine ourfelves to 
this jufl caufe of fufpicion, for all flates 
have an equal capability of difcerning the 
truth, and an equal right to determine it. 
In the exercife of this difcernment and this 
right, it has fo happened that fcarcely any 
two churches have agreed together. Reli- 
gious truth differs very much in feveral mat- 
ters rcfpedling what is called the catholic 
faith, and in confequence of fuch difference, 
it is one thing at Rome, another at Paris, 

y 2 and 
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^nd a third at Madrid ; in the fame manner 
the proteftant faith is one thing at Berlin, 
another at London, and a third at Edin- 
burgh. Each church affumes infallibility, 
in terms implied or expreffed, but none of 
them are poflciTed of it. Each condemns 
the other, though each ought to (hew kind*^ 
nefs and charity to alL 

Let us now briefly ftate fome of the ef- 
fential charadters of religious truth, in order 
to avoid the various temptations which 
falfhood and error are continually prefenting 
to us in fo great a variety of appear- 
ances. 

The fources and the evidences of religious 
truth are two, reafon and revelation. Na- 
tural religion will lead us to confider the at- 
tributes of God in that light, which will 
inftruft us in our duty to that great and good 
Being, who called us into exiftence, who 
fuftains the univerle by his power, and gives 
us every thing we «njoy. Arid when we con> 
fult revelation, we fhall there read our obliga- 
tion to obey the will of God, and fee our 
advantage in difchargihg it, confirmed by 
the preaching of the bleffed Jefus. The 

duties 
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duties which natural religion fuggcfts, reve- 
lation enjoins ; what our confciencewhifpers 
to every man, the gofpel proclaims aloud* 
Some of thofe truths which natural religion 
tells us are probable, will appear to be 
written with a fun-beam ic the religion of 
Jefus Chrift. 

The evidences of chriftianity are not deli- 
vered with a glare and fplendor which run 
away with the underftanding, but are held 
out to us for our cool, candid, anddifpaf- 
fionate deliberation; they folicit .and wait 
our examination before they afk our afTent. 
The queftioni whether Jefus is the Chrift, 
is a caufe to be determined by the reafon, 
not by the paffions, of men j and his religion 
points out the ways of peace and pleafantnefs 
in this world, and gives an aflurance of im- 
mortal happinefs in the world to come, to 
the virtuous and good. 

The truth of revelation muft be tried and 
.determined by reafon; even thofe who are 
fo very ftrenuous to preclude the exercife of 
our reafon in judging of the truth of revela- 
tion, make ufe of their reafon in urging 
their objedlions, and appeal to ours to pre,- 

Y 3 vail 
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▼ail with us to rejedt the gofpeL Thefc !s, 
however, no other power, or faculty, or 
means whatever, to decide upon its preten- 
fions. Upon no other account are we 
obliged to abide the iflue. In fuch trial, it i» 
ciTentially nec^fTary to the eftablifhment of 
its, credit that we review the credentials, and 
inveftigate the authority, of the great teacher 
of it. And upon this fingle queftion, in its 
proper extent, we flioqld not only com- 
mence, but may clofe, the evidence ; for to 
inquire whether Jefus preached by a divine 
authority, virtually includes every evidence 
by which we can eftablifli the truth of the 
difpenfation. 

Is the objedl of his mifHon worthy of the 
authority, by which he declares he ads, 
and are thp meaps adequate and fuitable to 
that objed ? Are the dodrines and precepts 
which he teaches becoming a mefienger from 
God to preach to man ; are they calculated 
to improve the heart as well as to inform 
the head; are they accommodated to the 
caps^city of man to underftand, and to his 
ability to perform them ? Does this extraor- 
dinary perfon produce all ihofe external evi- 

dence$ 
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dences of his mifiion which the nature of his 
ofEce requires ; does he confirm his cha- 
racter by miracles wrought upon proper and 
adequate occaflons, and confined to benevolent 
actions ; and have his prophecies been ful- 
filled? Does his life correfpond with his 
preceptSi and has his refurredion received full 
proof? Admitting thefe inquiries to be 
anfwered in the affirmative! what reafonable 
perfon^ (and to fuch only I would be fup- 
pofed to put thefe queftions,) what reafon- 
able perfon» I fay, will hefitate to declare 
that Jefus is the Chrid^ and that he is rifen 
from the dead ? 

If we advance further, and find that the 
hiftory of this man s life and doSrine has 
been impartially written by very faithful 
hiftorians, in a plain and artlefs narrative of 
his words and aiftions, and not in the mere- 
tricious garb of polifhed periods, aided by 
learning and fophiflry, proteifted by a legal 
cftablifhment, and countenanced by the vul- 
gar great. Iff I fay, we read the hiftory of 
the holy Jefus, thus related, and fufficientjy 
corred in all great matters, without vainly 
iooking for marks of infpiration in every 

Y 4 phrafe 
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phra/e and fyllable, (which is neither pre- 
tended bf the hiftorians, nor neceffary, to 
edablifh their credit,) we (hall have abundant 
and very fatisfaftory evidence upon which we 
may determine, each of us for himfelfy on the 
divine authority of the gofpel. The fame 
evidence, in any other cafe, would be con- 
fidered as demonftration ; and on much lefs 
evidence wc admit the truth of the hiftories 
of the greek and roman writers. 

If we regard the chriftian religion as a 
rational and confident revelation, perfecting 
and eftablilhing the principles of natural, re- 
ligion, we fhall do well to confider the 
gofpel as the touchftone of the truth or falfe- 
hood of every religious opinion, and. of the 
relative importance of each refpedtiveJy. 
.. / c u Jt-^/'^In fuch cafe, we ought to take this^ook for 

our guide, and to rejefl: all fchemes which 
come fbort of it, or go beyond what is there 
written, or which contradidt it, unlefs they 
are fupported by fuperior teftimony ; and 
turn neither to the right-hand, nor to the 
left, in accommodation to the judgment or 
.opinions of others. We have our law, andi 
by that laiv we ought to rule ourfclves^. Om 

reafon 
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feafon was defigned to determine our religion ; 
and if, in fomeTarc4hftance; any one fhpuld 
unhappily be led to i*eje(a the pur6 gofpel of 
Chrift, after a feir and full examination, it 
were far more honourable that he fliould 
TcnoaHce it, than that he flbould contintfe 
in the merely external prbfefllori of it, from 
confiderations of* temporal intereft, or be 
conipelled by vi<)lerice frd>rn ^riy ' quarter, to 
declare his affent to it. i 

» 

If now, my brethren, we w^e, imdee the 
impreffion of thefe refleftidns, to try bjr 
thefc rules, the dogmatical - -and fanciful 
theology of many enthufiafbs, and even ^f 
all the eftablifliments upon earth which atie 

» 

laniflioned by time, by numbers, and 1^ 
law, how foreign and uncorineSed will it 
appear to be with the gofpel of Chrift, from 
which its patrons, however, pretend to de- 
rive it ! 

The chriftian doftrines are few, but af- 
furedly they are important, and deferving of 
our moft ferious attention, and, when re- 
ceived from convidlion, will produce their 
proper fruit in giving us peace on earth, and 
happinefs in heaven, 

*^ But 
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But I prefs them no further than to re- 
queil: your attention to them. It is. your 
duty finally to determine for yourfelves. 
And, therefore, my heart's deiire is, that 
you may eftabliih yourfelves in the truth as 
it is in Jefus^ and that, coniequently, you 
may walk as he walked in all your inter- 
courie with God and with each other. 

You have your new Teitament In your 
hands, which is the ftatute^book of our law ; 
try, therefore, by the contents of that 
volunie, the dodtrines and precepts of every 
teacher, thofe in this place by no means 
excepted. With this book in your hands, 
or rather in your head and heart, ufe your 
own unbiaiTed underftanding, according to 
the meafure and means afforded to each, and 
you cannot fail to difcover every impoftor, 
.and to be able to repel thofe. wolves who 
may come to you in (heep's doathing. 



« 
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SERMON XVfll.^ 



tlHRIST THE DELIVERER OF MANKIND. 

I PETER III. l8. 

CHRIST ALSO HATH ONCE SUFFERED FOR SINS, THE JUST 
FOR THE UNJUST, (THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO GOD,) 
BEING PUT TO DEATH IN THE FUSH, BUT QyiCKENE9 
BY THE SPIRIT. * , 

In the commemoration of particular 
events, it is expedted that our endeavours to 
explain the word of God (hould h|e directed 
to fuch parts of the chriftian dodrine and 
inftruAion, as may be peculiarly appropriated 
to the folemnity of the day. And indeed^ to 
do otherwife would be to divert the minds 
of the hearers from that fubjed, to the con* 
iideration of which they fhew themfelves pre<* 
vioufly difpofed by their attendance. 

The obfervance, however, of particular 
days and feafons^ except the lord's-day, is 
of no further obligation than as our own in- 
clinations may difpofe us. The fetting apart, 

thereforci 

« Preached on Good-Friday, 
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tlierefore, a portion of the prefent day is 
in us a merely voluntary adlion, and judged 
to be only fo far expedient, as each^^of us 
may determine for himfelf. 

The hiftory of the appropriation of the 
prefent fcafon to fuperftitious purpofes would 
be a long, and no pleafant labour. And as 
we are not difpoied to Concern ourfelves in 
fuch abufe of it, it is needlefs to recite how 
high it is marked in the roman calendar, or 
•how much has been infided concerning it, by 
fome ill-judging and inconfiftent proteftants, 
even fb late as in bur own times. 

Suffice it, fbr our purpofe, to attach outv 
felves to the rational do(3:rine of the gofpeli 
without regard to the fuperftitious and en- 
thufiaftic conceits of gloomy or vifionary 
men ; and to labour to draw from that large 
and inexhauftible fpring of. living waters the 
jT^afonable hope, the refisfhing comfort and 
eonfolation which they afford. 

The apoftlc Peter, in. the cotirfe of bis 
argument to fuch of his chriftiari brethren 
as were theii harraffed by pcirfcacution, pro- 
nounces ttem. *': happy," if they fuffer for 

,1^. righteoufrnfa-fake j'' « , afad, accordingly, 

exhorts 
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exhorts. them .^rnot to be afraid^ not -to be 
" troubled, but to fandtify the Lord God in 
" their hearts ; to be ready always to give 
•*. an anfwer to every man that afked theiji 
'* a reafon of the hope that was in^ them, 
"•* vfith meefcncfs and reverence ; to have a 
** good confcience, that they might ht 
*^ afliamed, who falfely accufed their good 
** converfation and behaviour as chriftians/' 

With 4 view .to . their . encouragement and 
fupport, in thus patiently fuiFering in the 
caufe of religion and virtue, from the fcan* 
•dal and perfecution.of their enemies, he re^ 
minds them of the fimilar hand treatment 
which was (hewed, to their mafter, whofe 
difciples they profeffed to be, and whofe 
crofs. they had tafcen up in fuch their pro- 
feffion* " For Chrift," faith the apoftle, 

alfo hath onCe fuffcred for fins, the juft 

for the unjuft." 

ft oftentimes happens, in the courfe of 
the difpenfations of providence, that, the holy 
and the good are, in this virorld, neceifai-ily 
involved in the fufFerings and affliftions of 
the profligate and the wicked. " The jews 
who were born in Babylon might with 

great 
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great propriety fay, our fathers have finned> 
and we have borne their iniquities*;" that 
is, we fufFer on their account. Peter alfo 
ufes a fimiiar phrafe when he fpeaks of our 
lord's cruel and unjuft fufFerings, ** he bore 
'* our fins in his own body on the tree f,** 
that is, as the fame apoftle explains it elfe- 
where X» ** he was by wicked hands crucified 
*' and flain.;*' and this fenfe is alfo con* 
firmed by the very context'where the pafTage 
occurs in Peter's epiftle §• 

Thus (thrift, in whom was no lin, (hared 
the fate of a cruel and unrelenting perfccu* 
tion, even unto death. He fuffered for, or 

« 

becaufe of, the fins of his perfecutors, but 
his fufferings were one neceflary link in the 
chain of evidence of his divine commiflion) 
as it fulfilled the pfophecies concerning him; 
and his death opened the way to the com- 
pletion of that evidence by his refurrcdion 
from the dead. Hence the fufFering of the 
juft was, in fuch evidence, and in the illuf- 
trious example it afforded of patient endur- 
ing unto the end, greatly for the advantage 

of 

* Lam. V. 7. t 1 Pet. ii. 24. t A£ls ii. 23. 
§ See Graham's " Letters on the do£lrine of atone- 
^* mcnt." 8vo. 1772. p. 61, 62. 
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of the unjuft. Hence^ alfo, we acknowledge 
our lord to be the means of ^' bringing us 
^* to God/* by the certain affurance he left 
with us of a future ftate ^ for, " being put 
•* to death in the flefh/' or wholly deprived 
of life, he was afterwards quickened, or 
raifed again, by the fpirit, or power, of 
God. 

When we hear well-meaning chriftians 
fpeak of their notion of two natures in Chrift, 
the one divine, the other human ; and that 
while he fufFered in the human, he was not 
afiedUd in regard to his divine nature, we 
are not only told a language not to be found 
in the new Teftament, but a language un- 
intelligible and contrary to our reafon : and 
moreover the notion is fubverfive of the great 
defign for which Chrift was born ; for, on 
their principles, his example and his re* 
fttrredtion ceaie to afFedt us, becaufe they are 
not applied to one like unto ourfelves. 

But we are otherwife perfuaded, I trufl, 
in this refpedt, and are contented to think 
of Chrift, according as he fpake of himfelf, . 
and agreeably to what his apoftles have left 

* written 
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written concerning him ; and have divefted 
ourfelves of former prejudices, where fiich 
have once prevailed. Indead, therefore, 
of fuch an artificial, mock luffering, as 
18 fuppofcd by fome, and which favours m^ns 
of impofture than of truth ; we confider 
Jcfus Chrift to have died on the crofs^ in 
obedience to the will of his heavenly father; 
and, by fuch death, to have afforded us the 
moft perfect and animating example of pa- 
tiently bearing the difpenfatidns^ and fob* 
mitting to the good-pleafure of God to the 
end of our ^iyes. And^ in his following 
refurreftion, we confider almighty God, not 
only to have eftabliflicd the truth of Jefus*s 
miffion, but to have ftrengthened our mo- 
tives to an holy and virtuous life, by affuring 
US of a refiirredlion to happinefs and immor- 
tality in a future world. 

In addition to, as it were, rather than in 
the plate of, thefe plain and obvious truths^ 
a large body of' chriftians main tain ^ that 
the fuffbring^ and death of Chrift become 
• a ftrid and proper atonement and fatisfadion 
to God* for the fins of the whole worlds 
Aat by his death, he difcharged the debt of 

fin. 
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fin 9 and appeafed the difpleafure of God to- 
wards his offending creatures; and that by the 
facrifice of himfelf he made a full^ fufficient, 
and complete fatisfadtion to the judice of 
the judge of the whole world. 

Thefe fentiments, however, appear to be 
at equal variance with the revealed word of 
God, with the religion of nature, and with 
our own common^fcnfe. 

A few general exprcflions in the fcripturcs, 
fome wholly miftaken, and others, which 
are highly figurative, being underftood in a 
literal fenfe, have occafioned thefe hafty 
judgments of men concerning the chriftian 
difpenfation, as they refpedively refer to the 
one only giver of all good, and the inftru- 
ment he ufed in the promulgation of his 
will. 

We will take notice here of fome few of 
the paffages in the new Teftament, which 
are fuppofed to exprefs the common notions 
of the dodrlnes of atonement and fatis- 
&dion in the flrongeft terms, in order that 
we may do the more impartial juftice to the 
truth and confiftcncy of the gofpcl. 
vol., I. Z The 
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upon the terms ofthat new and better cove- 
nzt^t, of which his blood or death is confi- 
dered as the ratification. Thus^ the mofaic 
covenant was ratified with blood, which was 
fprinkled upon the people, in teftimony of 
their refolution to regard what God had en- 
joined ; in allufion to which Peter mentions 
'*' iprinkling of the blood of Jefus*/' 

So alfb the phrafes of *' Chrift's giving 
** hicnfelf for us dying for us, dying for our 
^* offences, bearing our fins, and (hedding his 
^* blood for us," or on our account ; all theic 
exprefs his great benevolence and afiedion 
for the human race, and they neither ex- 
prefs nor imply more. For, in like man- 
ner, Paul ftates our fuffcring for him ; '* for 
" unto you," fays he, ** it is given in the 
** behalf of Chrift, not only to believe in 
** him, but alfo to fuffer for his fakef*.'* 
- When Chrift is faid to be a " propitiation 
** for our fins," to be " facrificed for us," and 

* I Pet. i, 2. Sec Graham's " liCttcrs on atone* 
mcnt." p. S3, 54. 

t Philip, i. 29. See alfo, Graham's ^ Letters on 
atonement," p. 56, 7. 
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the like, it fhould be confidercd that the jewifh 
facrifices, from whence thtfe words were 
probably borrowed, were not undcrftood to 
be expiatory, but declarative of the peniten- 
tial mind of the facrificer ; fo the fufferings 
of Chrift were not fo properly, the procur- 
ing means, as the renewed declaration of 
God by him of pardon and forgivenefs 
upon repentance. 

To thefe obfervatlons it fhould be added 
that throughout the whole new Teftament 
no mention is made of God being reconciled 
to finners 5 but the whole tenor of the chrif- 
tian fcriptures is uniformly direAed to per- 
fuade finners to be reconciled to God by iin« 
cere repentance and amendment of lif?. 

If we now confult the religion of nature, 
we (hall find the generally received doftrine 
of atonement and fatisfadion to be utterly 
repugnant to it. , The religion of nature 
every where declares the creator of the 
world to be good, and kind, and jufl, the 
punifher of the wicked, and the rewarder of 
them who do well; but in the dodlrinie of 
atonement, we fhall, in vain, look either 
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£3r goodoeifs^ kindnefs, or juftice. It is a 
dodrine^ whkhj with its appendages, hath 
made many men openly rejed the faith of 
the gofpel, and confequently contributed 
very largely to that increafe of infidelity 
which has followed the impofition of doc- 
trines by human authority* 

In the religion of nature we are directed to 
look up to a merciful God; but in the 
dogmas of men, which have been faftened 
on chrlftianity, and falfely called by her 
name, we fee almighty God rcprefented as 
arbitrary, unjuft, and implacable. Even 
before an earthly judicature, the fainteft 
conceptions of moral or political juftice will 
not admit of this very inadequate and in- 
efficient notion of fatisfadrion. In the ope- 
ration of criminal law, " it is, by no means, 
a matter of indifference who ihall fuffer, 
he that did the ctime, or he that is inno- 
cent of it. The' guilty muft be punifhedi 
or juftice is not fatisfied, but egregioufly 
perverted." Shall we then impute to 
God that method of proceeding, which 
would difgrace an human inftitution; or 

fhall 
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ihall we not rather ciitcrtain thofe fenti- 
moats concerning the divine charader and 
government, which are agreeable to natural 
and revealed religion ? 

Finally i Let us cotifult our own under- 
funding, and obferve what will be the un- 
biafled report it will make upon this im- 
portant quefti^n. 

There is a ftrong propcnfity in fome men 
of ief ious and weU'difpofed minds, to defpife 
all appeal to our own underftanding, as to 
a4i infuificient arbiter on the fubjefls of reve- 
lation i aild, in derifion> they aiFed to call 
it by the contemptuous appellation of '* car- 
** nal ireafon/' But, in truths it is no other 
than *• the lamp of the Lord*," (hining in 
the breafts of hk creatures of mankind. 
There is really no other medium whereby 
we can v rive at, or afcertain, the knowledge 
df the vrill of 06d^ thin that intellect or 
reafim which be hath gi^eh us j nor can it be 
employed upon any fubje^ more fuitable to 
iti fiatore and dignity, than ih the contem- 
pUtioii bi the word and wiil of God, in un^ 
folding htogddd-pleafure coilcerning us, and 

* Z j^ in 

♦ Prov, XX, 27. 
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in guiding u$ into that fuitable and corte^ 
fpondent pradiice, which fhall» in the end, 
meet with his approbation, and acceptance^ 
It is only to our reje£ling the ufe of this dif-- 
tinguifliing faculty of the human mind that 
we owe either the admiflion or continuance 
ci7-^-tr>-T of the many monftrous figments which have 

been, andflill are^called by the chriftian name. 
To be required to renounce our underftand- 
ing^ is a poor compliment to the faith 
tendered for our approbation and aiTent ; fuch 
treatment is in every refpedt unwarrantable, 
and induces very ftrong and jud: fufpicion, 
that the dodrines propofed will not ftand 
the teft of a candid and rational inquiry, and 
are, therefore, unfit for a reafonable mind to 
receive. For, furely, it is far better to re- 
jeft the evidences of the chriftian religion, 
after fair and full examination, than to re- 
ceive them upon the idle credit of a blind 
implicit faith. On this very important 
queftion, it is alfo a necefifary duty, incum-* 
bent upon every man according to his abi- 
lity and opportunity, to do juftice to himfelf, 
as well as to the chriftian caufe, in order to 
prevent the future teproaches of his own 

mind, 
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mind,' and to be able to exhibit^, before 
God, the innocence of error. 

At the fame time, t am fully perfuaded, 
that there is no temper or difpoiition of 
mind^ no outward circumftances of any 
kind, which promife more peace, tran-- 
quillity and happinefs, than may be enjoyed 
by hrm who has candidly inquired, and is 
rationally convinced of the truth of the 
chriflian religion j and who has alfo regu- 
lated his conduct, according to the example 
of Chrifl and the precepts of the gofpel. 

Under thefe convictions and thefe habits^ 
we are entitled to rejoice, in this our pilgri- 
mage, that Chrifl died for us, becaufe, by 
fo doing, he prefented himfelf a perfedt 
example of obedience to God, and benevo- 
lence to man ; he gave the moft folemn fane* 
tion to his miniftry^ and the mofl: fatisfadory 
proof of his appointment and defignation to 
the office of a divine inftrudtor of mankind. 
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SERMON XIX. 



FUTURE LIFE AND HAPPINESS THE PROJ^BR 
OBJECTS OF A CHRISTIAN'S PURSUIT. 



JOHN VI. 26, 27* 

JESUS ANSWERED THEM (THE PEOPLE) AND SAID, VERILY, 
VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, YE SEEK ME, NOT BECAUSE 
YE SAW THE MIRACLES, BUT BECAUSE YE DID EAT OF 
THE LOAVES, AND WERE FILLED. LABOUR NOT FOR 
THE MEAT WHICH PERISHETH, BUT FOR THAT MEAT 
WHICH ENDURETH UNTO EVERLASTING LIFE, WHICH 
THE SON OF MAN SHALL GIVE UNTO YOU j FOR HIM 
HATH GOD, THE FATHER, SEALED. 

When the people who followed Jefus to 
Capernaum found him there^ they faluted 
him with a mixture of impatience and cu-^* 
riofity, ikying, ** When cameft thou hither ?" 

Jefus, having very recently fed five thou- 
fand perfons with five barley loaves scad two 
{mall fi£hes, and knowing that it was that 
miraculous fupply of provifion, which in-* 
duced them thus to follow him^ anfwered 
thjem, '' Verily,verxly, I fay uato you, ye feefcr 

** me. 
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*' mc, not bccaufc yc faw' the miracles^ but 
*' becaufe yc did cat of the loaves, and were 
" filled." He then proceeded to fupport and 
juftify this defervcd reproof by a moft bene- 
volent exhortation, in order to remove all 
occafion for it in future, charging them 
*• not to labour for the meat which pe- 
•• riflieth, but for that meat which cn- 

dureth un(o everlafting life, which the 

fon of man fliould give unto them : for 
*' him had God, the father, fealed. 

This reproof and advice were, with pe- 
culiar propriety, given to thofe, to whom it 
was addrelTed; and it remains recorded in 
the gofpel of John, for the inftrudion of 
all the future followers of Jefus Chrift. 

The exhortation to Jabour for the meat 
that endureth unto everlafting life in pre- 
ference to, and even to the ncgled: of, that 
which periflieth, is founded in wifdom, 
and may be of great advantage to us. It 
\:annot ^except by wilful mifapprehenfion) 
be confidered as a precept, forbidding us 
to pay that reafonable and proper atten- 
tion to procure a decent and comfortable 
provifiQn for ourfelves, our families, or thofe 

who 
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who rrtay want; our affiftance, whkfk nature 
and the ftatc of fociety demand of us ; for 
we have various directions, both in the old 
and new Teftament, to provide for thofe of 
our own houfhold, and to give to him that 
needeth. Mofes tells us, that God placed 
man ** in the garden of Eden to drefs it> 
'* and to keep it."* Solomon abounds with 
obfervations to our purpofe : ** He that ga- 
** thereth in fummer is a wife fan ; but he 
that fleepeth in harveft is a fon that 
caufeth fliame."'f' ** Seeft thou a man 
diligent in his bufinefs ? he (hall (land be- 
fore kings, he (hall not (land before 
** mean men.";}: " Whatfoever thine hand 
" findeth to do, do it with all thy might ; 
*• for there is no work, nor device, nor 
** knowledge, nor wifdom in the grave, 
'• whither thou .goeft/'§ Chrift himfelf, 
in the parable of the labourers in the vine- 
yard, reproves them for ^' ftanding all the 
" day idle." II The apoftle Paul tells us 
" not to be flothful in bufinefs j"** and 

reminds 

* Gen. ii. 15. f Pi^ov. x. 5. 

t Prov, xxii. 99* § EccleT. ix. ro. 

H Matt. XX. #. «^ Rom. xii. xr. 



4€ 
€€ 

€€ 



( 366 ) 

reminds the Theflalonians, that he " heard 
** that there were fome, who walked amons 
** them, not working at all, but being bufy- 
'* bodies/* in confequence whereof he 
commands and exhorts fuch, " with all 
'* quietnefs, to work, and eat their own 
« bread."* 

The proper reconciliation of thefe plain 
and repeated direftions to labour in our re- 
Ipedlive worldly occupations, with the an- 
fwer of our lord to thofe who followed him 
for the fake of the loaves and iifhes, depends 
upon our giving the due preference to duties 
of the firft and moft important obligation, 
and making the provifion for our temporal 
wants a fecondary, inftead of a primary, 
duty ; and fubordinate to our obtaining that 
^* meat which endureth unto everlafting 
'* life," The reproof of the fcribes and 
pharifees by our lord himfelf will illuftratc 
this diftindion, and juftify the preference 
given to that which is moft needful ; for 
they complied with all the ceremonies of 
the few, *' they paid tithe of mint, and 
<* anife,. and cummin, but omitted the 

^' weightier 

♦ 2 Theff. iii, ii, la. 
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^^ weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
^* mercy, and faithfulneft : thefe ought ye 
'* to have done," faid Chrift, *^ and not to 
*' leave the other undone*/' 

Upon thefe high authorities, approved 
by our own reafon, and confiftent with the 
nature and the neceffity of the cafe, we may 
very fafely prefume, that the diredion of 
our lord in our text, '* not to labour for 
•' the meat that periflieth," meaneth dnly 
that we are not wholly to devote ourfelves 
to the inferior concerns of the prefcnt life in 
preference to the infinitely more important 
ones of the next ; but that we fhould make it 
the chief object of our attention, and the end 
of all our labours, to fccure the approbation 
of God, and the happinefs promifed us in a 
future life: remembering alfo, that every 
endeavour to procure the meat that pe- 
rifhcth (our food, our raiment, and other 
comforts of fife) be conducted with juftice, 
integrity, and honour towards others ; and 
that the fruit of our labour be enjoyed with 
temperance and innocence with refpeft to 
ourfelves, and with kindnefs and benevolence 
towards others. Neither fhould it be unob« 

ferved 

* Matt, xxiii. 23, 
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ierved here» that we cannot more powers 
fully recommend ourfelves to the favour of 
God, than by confulting the happinefs or 
relieving the mifery of our fellovtr-creatures ; 
by comforting the zffiiGted, vindicating the 
injured, or fupporting the , oppreiTed ; by 
maintaining a virtuous, and honourable con- 
du£t in all the ordinary occafions and inters 
courfes of human life. The fruits of a 
virtuous induflry are not lefs confiderably 
beneficial to the world at large, in the ex* 
ample which it affords to the reft of man- 
kind, than it is generally found to be to th6 
individuals who praflife it. 

But the exhortation in the text not only 
calls upon us^ more efpecially, to labour for 
that ^' meat which endureth unto everlafting 
'* life,*' but alfo to purfue the great obje&s 
of our chriftian profeflion for their own 
fakes, without any intermixture of unworthy 
motives of fecular intereft : it calls upon 
us alfo to own and acknowledge the mafter, 
whofe difciples we profefs ourfelves, in our 
whole converfation before the world. This 
exhortation calls upon us, in language ex- 
prcffivc of the moft fcrious importunity, to 

follow 
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follow and obey the gofpel, as a revelation 
of the will of God by a divine authority ; 
and on account of its own appropriated cha- 
raders, (the forgivenefs of fins upon re- 
pentance and amendment, and the afTurance 
of eternal life,) which arc fufficient induce- 
ments to attach us to its faith, and fupport 
us in its pradtice. , 

If, in this part of our argument, it (hould 
I)e aiked, In what con fifteth this '^ meat 
" that endureth unto everlafting life ?" It 
fhould be remembered that our lord further 
explains himfelf by adding, that it is that 
** which the fon of man will give unto you,'* 
which, in other words, is faying, that the 
gofpel is that bread which endureth unto 
everlafting life : and his authority for faying 
fo is exprcfsly affigncd, *f for him hath God, 
" the father, fealed," that is, ** hath ac- 
knowledged (as a man does a writing to 
contain his mind by fetting his fcal to it) 
that God hath performed his promife of 
** fending the mefliah to inftrudt mankind, 
** and hath now fent him*." 

Our 

♦ See bifhop Pearce,^vol. i. on John iii. 33, 
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Our preieot in^xky purfued wHl finafiy 
rcfolvc itfclf into our doing the will of God 
as revealed to us by his highly-favoured mef- 
fenger and prophet Jefus Chrift; for our 
obedience to the known pleafure of our hea- 
venly father is that bread which alone en-» 
dureth unto everlafting life. So pointedly does 
Jefus exprefs himfelf on this fubjed, and ib 
intimately does he connedl: his name with 
the duties, enjoined by his dodrine, that when 
the people who obferved that fbme of his near 
kindred were landing without, and defiroos 
to fpeak with him, he faid, ^ Whofofever /hall 
" do the will of my father who is^in heaven^ 
*^ the fame is my brother, and fiiler, and 
*' mother*.'* And again, it was his prayer 
to God, that his difciples might be one as 
his father and he were one 'f*, that is to lay, 
in agreement and deiign-, for his obedience 
conftituted that anity which was the great 
edccellence and perfedion of his character : 
an unity of defign and intention, not of pcfr- 
fon, nature, or attributes. 

It now only remains to make foch ob&r- 
vations as will bring the application of the 
fubjedt home to lis alK 

♦ Matt, xii. 50. t Jol^w xv"» 1 1* ^ 
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The diftance of time, and confequent 
change in the manners of the age in which 
we live, from the days in which Chrift and 
his apoflles preached, by no means leuen 
our obligation to pradtife the religious and 
moral duties taught in the gofpel, which are 
fubftantially the fame yefterday, to-day, and 
for ever. They remain, from their own nature 
and their immediate fitnefs to the wants of 
man, of eternal obligation ; and would have 
been fo, from that very circumftance, had 
they never received the fan£tion of a fpecial 
revelation from God. 

Certain duties may indeed be rendered ob- 
folete by a change in the temper, or exi- 
gencies, of the times. When chriftian 
chanty, for inftance, (hall become uni- 
verfal, we (hall not be called to face, or en- 
dure, perfecution. While the well-regulated 
iriftitutions of civil fociety are preferved, we 
ai^e not required to poflefs all things in comS^ 
nibh. Neverthelefs, we are required to feed 
the hungry, and to clothe the naked: we are 
alfb expedledriot only to be patient under per- 
fecutibri, but'to fiibmit to it even unto death, 

A^a^a for 
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When we obferve a ftream of water t6 
run clear, we particularly fuppofe that thci 
fpring from whence it flows is pure and cleat 
alfo. It is the fame with the faith, the doc* 
trincs, and the precepts of the gofpel, which 
together arc called the ** living water," of 

a well of water fpringing up into cverl^-? 

ing life ; and whofoever drinketh of this 
** water,'* pure and unadulterated, ** fhalj 
** never thirft* :" but intermixed and pol- 
luted with the dodrines and commandments 
of men, this draught naufeafes the tafte, con- 
founds the underftandingi and deflroys the 
health of thofe who drink of it. 

If, therefore, we apply to the word of 
God, with the honeft intention of being 
directed by it, we (hall be pure in our motive 
and more corrcdt in our praftice, becaufe our 
minds will be detached from all foreign and 
unworthy conficjerations, and we (hall \>c 
influenced by the uncprrupted authority of 
the original records of our religious faiths 
and the befl: guide of our life. Our princi- 
ples, by being fingle and unconneded with 
any pretended collateral afliftance' from dc- 

vices 

♦ John iv. 10. &c. 
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vices of merely human iaveation, will 1^ equal 
to our fupport in all the trials and coixflids, 
to which the prefeat fceae of things ihall 
txpo& us. 

Agaia* The diftindion hetween the im- 
portance of the meat which periflieth, and 
t^at which endureth unto everlafting life» is 
a diftindion^ which^ (if we admit the autho* 
pty by which it is made, that is to fay, if 
we admit that the chriilian difpenfation has 
aiTured us of a future ftate of happinefs and 
mifeiy according to diftributive juftice,) 
ihould not only attach us to the fervice of 
virtue^ but fix us, iminoveably, in the fchool 
of true religion, whofe ways are ways of 
pleafantnefSf and whofe every path is peace. 

This general fyftem ** hath God, the fa- 
^ thcr, fealed.'' We may obferve both in 
the univeria) courfe of nature and in the 
chriftiao revelation, that virtue and happi* 
nefs are ultimately leagued together, and are 
nearer than fiflers to each other. Confcious 
integrity of heart and mind produces infi- 
nitely greater comfort and joy than all that 
the world has to giye, or pretends to oiFer^ 
as its price. It is a caftle gnd a bulwark 

A a 4 that 
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that nothing but madnefs or folly will at^ 
tack, and which will equally refift the mod: 
promifing and moft daring aflaults. The 
heart of man, confidered as the feat of animal 
life, may be wounded from a thoufand ex-* 
ternal caufes, but, as the citadel and fortrefs 
of religion, virtue, ^nd honour, is impreg- 
nable from every enemy without, and can-» 
not be taken unlefs! furrendered. by treachery 
within. Remember, therefore, the repeated 
advice, and exhortation of Solomon v . Let us 
diligently *' keep the commandments of 
** God*," let us " write them upon the 
" table of our hearts ^f; retain his -words J, 
*^ and bind them continually about us § ;'* 
let us " keep our heart with all diligence j| ; 
** and guide it in the way** ;*' or how fliall 
we be able to *' give rt unto religion, or let 
** our eyes obferve her ways ^f-f ?" 

In the language of the pfalmift, let us 
** praife the Lord with our whole hearts, and 
" fliew forth all his marvellous works ^ij." 

Let 

* Prov. iii. !• f ^^^^' "'• 3* ^"^ ^"' 3* 

X Ibid. iv. 4. 21. § Ibid, vi. 2J. 

y Ibid. iv. 23, ** Ibid, xxiii. 19. 

-ft Ibid, xxiii 26. Jt Pfalm ix. I, 
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Let us refolve, with Jofhua, to fear the 
Lord and ferve him in fincerity and in truth, 
and put away the gods which our fathers 
ferved. Let us come to this determined con- 
clufion in reference to the great firft caufe of 
all things, and unite with the prophet of 
old in declaring, *^ as for me and my houfe 
** we will ferve the Lord ;" and with the 
people, in their anfwer, ** The Lord our 
•' God will vve ferve, and his voice will we 
*• obey *." 

* Jofliua xxiv. 14, 15, 24. 
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SERMON XX. 



THB SHORTNESS OF HUMAN LIFE. 



JOB XVI. 22. 



WHEN A FEW YEARS A|IE COME, I 9]HA^. 00 THE WAY 
WHENCE I SHALL NOT KETUilN. 

When Job was oppre0ed with his vari- 
ous and fucceilive afflictions^ he appears to 
have had recourfe to thefe two principles ; 
a trufl; and confidence in God that he woul4 
deliver him from^ or fu|^ort him under» the 
weight of his burthen ; and a fatisfadtion in 
the fpeedy clofe of human lifcj which would 
conclude his fufferings, and releafehim froiq 
the cruel and unrelenting hands of his per* 
iecutor^. 

Both 
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Both thefe principles are important in 
themfelves, and in their confequences, A 
truft and confidence in Qqd ig the main ftay 
of the chriftian's hope and fecurity; thefe 
will fuftain his fpirit, and animate him to 
encounter all the conflidts in which he may 
be engaged in this world, with the fortitude 
that becomes the foldier and fervant of Jefus 
Chrift, who, pver-Jooking things that are 
temporal, contemplates thofe things which arc 
eternal. And whenever the animal fpirits 
are feeble and " brought low through op- 
" prcflion, afHi<ftion, andforrow*," withhow 
friendly an eye do we behold the (hort fpan 
of human life, and the winged fpeed with 
which it paffes away ! Whepi the mind is 
borne down with trouble, it will naturally 
droop ; but when enlightened by the chrif- 
tian faith, it will look forward with compla- 
cency, unmixed with impatience or re- 
proach, to that goal whither we are all tra- 
velling, and contemplate, with pleafure, that 
reft from labour and forrow which charac- 
terizes the filent grave, the intermediate 

dwelling 
* Pftlm evil. 39. 
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dwelling of the fons of men, between thehr 
death and refurredtion. This . expedtation, 
nevcrthelefs, will not induce one faithful 
difciple to defert his poft of duty in the 
courfe of his chriftian warfare, but will excite 
him to fobriety and watchfulnefs throughout 
his fervice. 

The (liortnefs of human life, even at its 
moil extended period, and the uncertainty 
of the time of our death, however fami- 
liarized by repeated obfervation in leflbas of 
religious inftrudlion, and by the inftances of 
mortality which every day brings to our 
knowledge, are fadts that deferve our ferious 
attention. 

But it is one of the paradoxes incident to 
the fallibility of our nature, that while the 
dodlrine of the mortality of man moft 
forcibly preffes upon him the wifdom of 
a preparation for a future and more endur- 
ing ftate, he oftentimes perverfely applies 
this very argument to the more fpeedy and 
effedlual proviiion for the prefent life. It 
is, perhaps, bccaufe we too frequently pre- 
fume upon the prefent time as our own, and 

fuppofe 
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fuppoie that which appears to be at a dlf* 
tance may never come; and becaufe the 
objefts of fenfe are at hand^ and thofe o£ 
refleftion are beyond the intervening ages 
of unconfcious deep, that we impofe thus upon 
ourfelves. But> under fuch delufion, what 
becomes of the proper efFe<fl of our chriftian 
profeflion, which tells us, that the morning of 
the refurreftion will unite with the clofing 
fcene of this life, and appear as the dawniiig 
of the rifing fun upon the face of renewed 
nature ? 

The mortality of man it a fadl, which 
is undifputed ; but the improvement of this 
difpenfation ought afluredly to have re- 
{pc& to that future and enduring world, 
for which the prefent is only a ftate of pro- 
bation. Inftead of this, the temporal 
fchemes of men, their projects, their la- 
bours, their prudence, (as they falfely term 
it,) are too frequently diredled to objedts 
which both commence and end with thief 
periftiiiig fcene before us, and bring no 
other donfequence with them, but that of 
diverting, or wholly detaching, our mindsr 

from 
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from more noble purfuits { purfuits, more 
worthy of us as reafonable beings^ and as 
chriftians. 

With how much more pains and avidity 
may we obiervi men to labour for the bread 
that feedeth the body» than to inquire 
into the will of God, although to know 
and to obey his good pleafure is truly 
the bread of everlafting life ! How much 
more foHcitous a^e we about our perfonal 
accommodations for this our eafthly ta-^ 
berhack, than in preparing ourfelves for 
the inhabitancy of •* an* hOufe not made 
^* wirfi hands, eternal in the heavens I* 
How much more anxious about our trea«- 
furcs in this world, which, neverthelefs, in 
our dcareft and neareft friends, are fubjedt 
to ieparation and death ; and in our other 
polTeffions, may be deftroyed by ^^ moth and 
*' ruft, which will corrupt, or by thieves, 
*' who may break through and fteal,""f than 
in accommodating our own tempers tO the 
fluduations and viciiGtudes of this life, or 
qualifying ourfelves for the enjoyment of 
the happinefs of the next ! 

' Thefe 

* a Car. v. i. t Matt. vi. 19, ao. 
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Thefc obfervations, however, fbould only 
be.confiderttd as applicable to our preieiit 
argument, when we give an undue preference 
to the things of this world, and are difpofed 
to facrifice good principles and fair profpedls 
in order to obtain them. For the ordinary 
bufinefs and duties of life ihould be attended 
with chearfulnefs and afliduity, becaufe they 
minifter not only to our neceflities, but to 
the reafonable enjoyment of the comforts of 
the world : and fome attention to thefe con- 
cerns promotes a more general fpread of the 
like bleffings to others, by clothing the 
naked and feeding the hungry through the 
means of that labour which prefcrveth the 
virtue of their minds, and the health of their 
bodies. Every exertion of this fort is uiing 
the good things of this world in the way 
intended by the great beftower of them ; it 
is to promote virtue and happinefs among 
his rational creatures, while we at the 
fame time enlarge, our own. In this view, 
the encouragement of the arts, the improve- 
ment of agriculture, and the extenfion of trade 
and commerce, difFufe bleflings through-" 
out the whole circle of fociety; bleflings, 

which 
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which are not confined to theie temporal 
comforts, but enlarge the mind, improve 
the heart, and break forth in thankfulnefs 
to God, and in rendering the* moft ac- 
ceptable return to him by doing good to his 
creatures. / 

It is, indeed, a tafk of fome difficulty to 
fay to ourielvcs, in rcfpedt to any worldly 
paflioni thus far will we go and no further : 
and it is equally difficult for any man to pre- 
fcribe the precife boundary for another in this 
refped, becaufe fo much depends upon the 
peculiar (ituation and circumftances of the 
individual. The utmoft length, therefore, 
to which general inftruftion can proceed, is 
the eftabliftiment of general principles : the 
degree of particular attention we ought to 
give to the things of this world, muft be 
referred to the particular fituation and cir- 
cumftances of every man. 

Certain it is, that feveral very principal 
duties of man may be purfued to that ex- 
treme which will feclude or interfere with 
the difcharge of other duties equally obliga- 
tory ; in this cafe, though the duties may 
be commendable in themfelves, to be fo 
VOL. I. B b wholly 
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events of our own time, how much have thofe 
which are recently paffed, exceeded all ima- 
gination : and were we to attempt to antici- 
pate others which are in the womb of time, 
we fhould probably be equjilly diftant from 
any corredt eftimate of what will happen! 
Caufes and efFedls are fometimes fo inadequate 
in appearance, that we frequently fee good 
arife out of evil, great works performed by 
very humble inftruments, and fometimes 
good works by wicked agents : We fee the 
aged {ind infirm to follow the young in pay- 
ing their debt to nature; and perfons in dan- 
gerous ficknefles to receiver, while thofe in 
apparent health are unexpeftedly numbered 
among the dead. All thefe uncertainties, 
which baffle our limited forefight, bid us fo 
to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts to true wifdom; and no longer to 
negledl the improvement of our time^ our 
talents, or our opportunities. 

But when we fet ourfelves ferioufly to 
confider thefe things, we muft take the 
further care that we employ ourfelves in ob- 
jeds worthy of us as men, as citizens, as 

chriftians. 

* 

Man, 
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Man, in a ftate of nature, is bound to 
his fellow-creatures by the laws of nature ; 
and when he enters into fociety, thofe ob- 
ligations are ftrengthcned by compaft, ex* 
preffed or inaplied. Nature will direct us to 
the offices of humanity and benevolence, and 
intereft us in the general happinefs and wel- 
fare of our fpecies ; but as citizens we are 
engaged riot only to prefcrve, undiminiflied, 
thofe portions of civil and religious liberty 
which we have received from the virtue, of 
our anceftors, but to improve them, and ef- 
, fedually to fecurc the enjoyment of all thofe 
rights which belong to man in every juft, 
equal, and free government. True liberty is 
the fource and fountain of all political blef- 
fings ; the juft and only honourable end of 
all political labours. Por men are made 
good citizens by the happy temperament of 
the conftitution and laws of the governr 
ment under which they live ; in the fame 
manner as they become more religious and 
more virtuous by the benign influence of 
chriftianity. 

But we are more particularly concerned, 
at this time and in this place, with the cha- 
radters of men, as the profeflfed difciples of 
Chrift. As chriftians, therefore, let us be 

B b 3 more 
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more especially careful that our attention be 
not too much occupied in labouring to at- 
tain bleflings which are temporal; for, 

> 

however important they may be in them- 
ielves, (and I will readily admit the high 
importance of many of them^) they are, 
every one of them, inferior to thofe which 
await us as the difciplcs of Chrift and heirs 
of immortality. Indeed, we can derive no 
real advantage from the heft of them, unlefs 
we make them fubfervient to that future 
happinefs which is promifed to the fincerely 
good and virtuous of every age aiid nation, 
of every rank and condition in life. 

Worldly bleffings may and ought to 
excite our gratitude in the reafonable and 
wife enjoyment of them : the only fault is 
to fuffex them wholly to occupy and en- 
gage our mind, and to be unprodudive 
of their proper effeft. But our great and 
chief bufinefs is to employ and improve 
our time, by making advances in true wif- 
dom, and proceeding in the cultivation of 
religious and virtuous, principles, which will 
not only procure, but preferve, peace and 
happinefs. Thefe are not to be attained 

upon 
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Upon any other terms, nor to be fecured 
by any other means than by our conftant 
and unwearied attention to them. It is 
not the praftice of any rigid auftcrities, 
nor the affuming of any name whereby we 
may be called, that will accomplifh our 
purpofc; but a regular progrefs in that 
hcavcnly-mindcdncfs and equanimity, which 
filigion bids us to afpire after and proceed in, 
iind which claims an independency upon the 
failure or Juccefs of worldly fchemes, pro- 
JeSs, and expectations. This independency 
of mind amply re-pays the purehafe, for the 
price is only the facrifice of the petty ob- 
jeSs of worldly minds. 

Let us then regard time as the proper fea- 
fon of preparation for eternity j and confider 
the approaching day of oui* diflblutlon, as 
the birth-day of immortality. Thefe confi- 
derations will require our obfervance of 
every religious and focial duty ; and induce 
a purity of .mind, which is known only to 
the heart that feels the full influence of the 
rchriftian difpcnfation. 

When we confider with Job, that after 

** a few years are come, we fhall go the 

, '* way whence we fhall not return i" the 

B b 4 wifdom 
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wifdotn and forefight of worldly-wife men 
appear weaknefs and vanity ; for one grain 
of fand compared with the unnumbered 
beds which lie on the fea-{hores is not fo 
difproportioned as time oppoied to eternity. 
Take alfo along with this view of the li- 
mited meafure of our days the Uncertainty 
of the continuance of our poileffion of this 
world's goods under their moft plaufible te- 
nure, and it will be difficult, upon any con- 
fident principles of reafon or religion, to 
account for the attachment we difcover for 
thefe things. It is fcarcely poffible for us 
to overlook, or forget, the leflbn .conveyed 
to us in the hiftory of the rich man in the 
gofpel, who had no fooner purpofed to pull 
down his barns and build greater, in order 
to (tore the abundant produce of his pof- 
feffions ; and had vainly faid to himfelf, ** I 
*' have much goods laid up for many years; 
" I will take mine eafe, eat, drink, and be 
*' merry;" than *' God faid unto him, 
Thou fool, this night thy life (hall be 
required of thee : then whofe ihall thofe 
things be which thou haft provided/'* 

Thefe 

* Luke xii. 15—20. 
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Thefe obfervations, which our luhjefl: 
naturally fuggcfts, are perverted from their 
proper tendency, when they are fufFered 
to raife any diffatisfadlion with the arrange- 
ment of the fyftem in which we live, or 
with the wife governor of it. For it is eflen- 
tial to our happinefs, that we neither over- 
value the bleffings of this life, nor under- 
value thofe of the next. There is a juft 
eflimate to be made of both ; and in mak- 
ing that eftimate, and a(fting agreeably to it, 
confifts our trueft wifdom. 

It is a very familiar, but not lefs juft, com- 
parifon, to confider ourfelves as travellers to 
a better country, as ftrangers and fojourners 
as all our fathers were; and, confequently, to 
look upon this world, and all its compounded 
accommodations, as our inn, and not as our 
home ; our place of temporary trial, and not 
our abiding refidencc. There is no other re- 
prefentation more accurate in refped to fadt, 
or more confonant with our own feelings. 
For nothing contributes more to the coni- 
fort of the traveller, than his moderating his 
wants and expectations, and being contented 
with fuch accommodations as are provided for 

him: 
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Jbim : with thefe difpofitidns he finds them 
quite fufficicnt, and receives them thankfully; 
he enjoys the refrefb merit and pleafure they 
afford, he readily parts with them, and chear- 
fully purfues his journey^ Were our. lives 
uniformly regulated by the fame principle, 
our journey through this world would prove 
more {atisfaftory andpleafant to ourfelves, and 
the fruits of them would be more acceptable 
to God : we flwuld view the objefts and events 
that occurred, with the fingle, or pure, eye, 
which beft enlightens the whole man*. By 
not over-rating either the pofleflions or plea- 
fures of life, fuch as come in our way are 
beft enjoyed; and fuch as fall not to our 
fhare we fuiFer to pafs by without difap 
pointment or chagrin- 

Th\s procedure is not recommended merely 
as a matter of difcretion and good policy, but 
•upon highei" and better principles ; upon the 
principles of religion and virtue, as beft 
anfwering'the defigns of almighty God, and 
as the beft means of affifting arid advancing 
our trueft, and moft duraible, happinefs. 

A gratefulheart will be fenfible of a glow- 
ing piety and thank/ulnefs to God in the 

reafonablc 
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reafonable enjoyment of his hltSitigs : and» . 
knowing that no return will be acceptable to 
the giver of every good thing, but the mak- 
ing a right ufe of his bounty and goodnefs 
in promoting the comfort and happinefs of 
his creatures, he will proceed and pcrfevere 
with alacrity and chcarfulnefs in the ftreight 
and even road of duty; he will place his 
confidence in God, and will rejoice that 
Jdiovah reigneth. Confcious of his own 
dciirc and ' endeavour to ^o the thing that 
is right, he will commit his peace with him 
who fearcheth the heart and tryeth the reins. 
He will fubmit to the difTolotion of this 
his earthly tabernacle with the calm joy 
and chearful refignation of one who humbly 
looketh for his manfion in heaven, and 
the- blifsful fcenes that (hall accompany 
his abode there. And though he looketh 
for the unconfcious intermediate reft of the 
grave, he looketh alfo for the time when the 
prifon-doors of the tomb fhall be broken 
open, and he fhall arife to ftand before a 
merciful and impartial judge, and fhall receive 
of him that recompenfe which fhall be beft 
adapted to his capacity of enjoyment, in a 

future 
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future ftate of never-ending and continually* 
increafing happinefs. 

. In fine ; fince our years cannot be many, 
and the thread of life is every moment liable 
to be broken long before nature's courfe be 
run out, let us, my brethren^ ftand as cen* 
tinels and watchmen over ourfelves, that we 
may not be furprifed and taken hence in a 
ftate of mind or conduA unprepared to meet 
our judge: let us be furnifhed^ if not with 
innocency, with that repentance and refor- 
mation of life which the almighty will ap-^ 
prove^ when we fhall feverally be called to 
pay our debt to nature, be it on the morrow^ 
or on fome protraded day. 



SERMON 
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SERMON XXL 



OBEDIENCE TO THE GOSPEL THE BEST 
PROOF OF OUR BELIEF IN GOD. 



JOHN XIU 44. 

•JESUS SAID, HE THAT BELIEVETH ON ME, BELIEVETH 
NOT ON ME, BUT ON HIM THAT SENT ME. 

It was the great objeft of the miflion and 
miniftry of Jefus Chrift to publifh the mind 
and will of God to man : and, accordingly, 
he was ever faithful to his truft, never feek- 
ing to do his own will, but the will of him 
that fent him. It was his meat and drink to 
execute the good-pleafure of God in en- 
lightening mankind by the doftrines 6f his 
gofpel, informing them by his inftrudiqn, 
and improving them by his counfel and ex- 
ample. 

. Jefus, by this conformity of his labors and 
his life to the commands of his heavenly 

father. 
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father, approved himfelf to God. The purity 
and excellence of his own charadler caft the 
moft brilliant and becoming luftre on his 
precepts ; and thcfe, united together, are fuf- 
ficiently adapted to allure fuch part of man- 
kind as profefs themfelves the difciples of 
Chrift to tread in his fteps, and to walk even 
as he walked. However thefe means may 
have failed of their fuccefs with many in the 
different generations of mankind, they certainly 
are well-adapted to produce that eifedt which 
the friends of religion and virtue would na- 
turally exped: from them. The blame of 
difobedience muft be referred to the im- 
willing ear and to the hardened heart, not to 
any incapacity in the rational creatures of God 
to learn and do his will. 

It is eflential to the attribute of jufticc 
afcribed to the deity that he requireth no 
more of us than we are able to perform ; and 
if we confult and commune with ourfelves, 
we are fo far naturally difpofed to adhere to 
the truth, that our own hearts will tell us, 
that we have the power to ceafe to do evil, 
and to learn to do well. Without this power, 
the word of exhortation ^ould be loft upon us ; 

the 
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the fcriptures themfelves would be an ufelefe 
code of law ; and the infliftion of punifliment 
on our difobtdience would be injuftice and 
tyranny. 

Convinced, therefore, of our proper pcr- 
fonal refponfibility for our moral and religious 
conduit in this Hfe, we are, under the pro- 
feffion of the gofpel, not only to believe ia 
Jefus as the Chrift or meffenger of God, but 
by believing in him, to believe in him that 
fent him. 

^To believe in God, is a very comprehen- 
five creed, for it refpeds his character as our 
creator, governor, and judge, and the duties 
which refill t from the feveral relatibnfhips in 
which we ftand towards him. 

A juft {cr\k of our great and adorable 
creator, through whom we live and move, 
and have our being, and from whom we derive 
cur life, all the means of our fubfiftence, 
and every comfort we enjoy, fhould, in its 
natural ejffeft, fecure our re^dy obedience to 
the laws of his moral government. The 
very principle which he hath implanted in us^ 
like a faithful mirror, will reprefent to us the 
duties and obligations portrayed by the hand 

of 
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of God himfclf in the conftitution of nature. 
A firm perfuafion of his continual prefence 
in and over all the works of creation muft 
command that reverence and refpedt which 
the prefence of fuch a Being is peculiarly 
calculated to inipire : a reverence, which z 
good mind would naturally fuggeft to itfelf, 
not as the offspring of fear, but the voluntary 
tribute of unfeigned love. 

' It is recorded of a learned chriflian, and 
one no lefs learned in the laws and works of 
nature, than he was well acquainted with 
the evidences of chriftianity, that he never 
pronounced the name of God without making 
a fliort paufe in his fpeech. When we con- 
traft this reverential demeapor with the in- 
decent manner, in which the moil folemn 
engagements in his name are adminiftered in 
our courts of juftice, we fhall be the more 
fenfibly ftruck with the probable different 
eiiedts of thefe very oppofite practice?. The 
condudt of the great Mr. Boyle was a reproach 
and reproof to thofe who ufed the name of 
God on every unhallowed occafion; and 
we cannot but confider the almofl infinite 
multiplicity of legal oaths, as the unavoidable 

caufe 
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taufe of a grievous multipli(?ation of perjuries ; 
and the fhameful and irreverent manner of 
adminiftcring them, is another very great 
means of familiarizing the moft proilituted 
departure from truth, and froni all reverence 
of God. 

The many unchriftian pradtices which are 
not only connived at, but countenanced, and, 
in a great meafure, occafioned by the over- 
forward requifitions of chriftian governments, 
give juft caufe of offence to many ferious 
perfons. And this is to be lamented, not 
only becaufe they by fuch means defeat their 
own purpofes, for when they offend the con- 
fcience of the chriftian, they injure the cha- 
radler of the citizen ; but becaufe they tend 
to corrupt good and upright minds, to feduce 
them from the principles of chriftian fimplicity, 
and to involve them in perfbnal guilt, and 
confequently in perfonal refponfibility. 

But our belief in God is not confined in 
its confequences, or indeed in the expreffion 
itfelf, to the duties which are immediately 
connefted with him, but includes alio the 
difcharge of fuch duties as concern his 
creatures. A fimple profeffion of our belief 
in God, is a very feeble proof of our piety, 
VOL. I. C c ' and 
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and can be held in no eftimation by him who 

is omnipotent; bccaufe, as Elihu fays in the book 

of Job, *' If thou be righteous, what givcft 

** thou him ? or what receiveth he from thine 

** hand ?"*. But, with refpeft to our duties 

to our brethren of mankind, as the creatures 

of the fame great author of our being, the 

ingenuous and habitual practice of them will 

alone prove either our faith in God, or our 

regard for thofe whom he hath made ; for, 

as the fame fpeakdr obferveth, *^ our wicked- 

^* nefs may hurt a man as thou art, and thy 

'* righteoufnefs may profit the Ion of man/'f 

The apoftlc John very pertinently putteth 

our love of God to this proof, that we love 

our brethren. " If a man fay, I love God, 

^* and hateth his brother, he is a liar : for 

** he that loveth not his brother, whom he 

** hath feen, how can he love God, whom 

" he hath not feen?'* And in the fame 

cpiftle, we immediately read the pofitive in- 

jundtion, to connect the love of man with the 

love of God; ** This commandment have 

^' we from him, that he who lovetli God, 

** love his brother alfo/'t 

To 

♦ Job XXXV. 7. t Job XXXV. 8. 
% I John iv. 20, 2r. 
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To believe in God and to love him arc, 
properly fpeaking, infcparable' from each 
other ; for as the former implies a know^ledge 
of his charadter, fo the latter is the efFetft 
connedled with the caufe. We might almoft 
{zy that to believe in God and to love him, 
is one and the fame thing, and may be con^** 
fidered as one aft of the mind, for God is 
love. Our love of God may alfo be ftated 
as the natural cfFufion^ of gratitude, as well 
as the fpontaneous approbation of all that is 
truly excellent and eftimable, for it is as 
plainly to be read in the book of nature, as 
of revelation, *' we love him, becaufe he firft 
" loved us."* 

Again ; in order further to illuftrate our 
general argument, whenever we meet with 
the word *' faith" in the fcriptures, or make 
ufe of it upon any religious fubjed, as expref- 
five of our belief in revealed religion, or in 
the authority of its precepts and commands, 
we are to underftand it as requiring a practice 
perfedlly correfponding with fuch belief. For 
a religious faith without good works, is dead 
and ufelefs ; and a life which is not regulated 

C c 2 by 
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by the fober convidions of oiir mind, is a di^ 
reft contradiiSion to any pretenfions we may 
make to the proper profeflion of the chrifldan 
faith. Wherever our faith ie made the fub- 
jedt of exhortation in the fcriptures, wc 
find it connedlcd by exprefs words, or by 
neceflary implication, with the approbation 
and favour of God, or with his difpleafure^ 
refped;ively. But, as the mere belief of the 
mind is not within our controul^ we cannot 
confider fuch belief as the proper fubjedt either 
of the- mercy or condemnation of God, with- 
out impeaching his juftice. A concurring 
pradlice, therefore, with the full perfuafion 
of our minds in favour of religious truths, 
muft uniformly Ind univerfally be underftood 
as neceffary to fecurc the favour of God; 
and every departure from fuch our conviftions 
in the caufe of religion /and virtue^ muft be 
confidered as giving juft caufe for his dif- 
pleafure. 

In a very afFeftionate exhortation to the 
chriftian brethren, to add pra<ftice to their 
faith in the miffion and gofpel of Chrift, it is 
obferved by the apoftle James, '* Thou be- 
** lieveft that there is but one God : thoudoeft 
" well : but even the daemons believe, and 

*' tremble. 
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*^ tremble, But doft thou wifh to be con- 
*^ vinced, O! foolifhman! that bejief is dead 
^* without works ?"* The reafoning of the 
apoftle here feems to be. Thou wilt perhaps 
tell me, as an argument of thy faith, that 
thou believeft thqre is one only living and true 
Qod : but even daemons profefs this faith 
without its producing any good works in them, 
or obedience to God, or any thing but fear. 
True faith, therefore, confifts in believing 
that God is a re warder of them that diligently 
leek him; in having a firm aiTurance that 
all he hath revealed will bo fulfilled; and 
in our adling according to fuch belief,'* 

When our lord told his difciples that he 
that believed on him, believed not on him, but 
on that Being who lent him, he intended to 
declare to them that a mere belief in his being 
the meflengcr of God pre-fuppofed, and was 
dependant upon, the proper belief in God 
himfelf: and, by a very natural connedion^ 
fuch belief is, (not only in the fcriptures, 
but alfo in nature,) fuppofed and expedited to 
bring us to that obedience to the precepts 

C c 3 and 
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and pradticc of religion and ' virtue, which 
a due fenfe of God, as our creator, governor, 
and judge is fo well calculated to produce and 
fecure. If, indeed, our diicharge of the reli- 
gious and moral duties docs not arife from the 
proper principle of duty to God and our 
neighbour, our obedience not only lofes its 
beft effedl in improving our own minds, but 
confequently fails, in a great degree, of render- 
ing us fit fubjedls, and deferving the bleffing 
and favour, of almighty God. 

The" gofpel of Chrift, throughout the 
whole book of the new Teftament, univerfally 
invites and Iblicits our attention to the faith 
and pradice of its firft preacher^ whofe life 
was one regular and aftive fcene of obedience 
to the dodtrines and precepts which he 
taught ; and who endeavoured to bring every 
thought and every aftion, the whole tenor of 
his life, into obedience to the purity of the 
difpenfation which he promulgated, and who 
aimed at the attainment of that perfeiSion 
which was moft highly acceptable to his 
father in heaven, and invited us to become 
his difciples, in no other charadter^ than as 
he was the meflenger of God, 

Of 
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Of all the'chriftiatn virtues and attainments, 
the firft leading principle and the greateft 
fecurity of the'm all is, to entertain juft and 
worthy conceptions of the deity. This is the' 
corner-ftone of the difpenfation which we 
received by Jefus Chrift ; and without this 
we behold a^fuperftrudlure without a founda- 
tion* It was the deplorable ftate of this 
principle of religion, and the wide fpread of 
idolatry, that chiefly gave occafion to the 
preaching of Chrift : and we find that fo far 
from his afliiming the character of God, he 
rejedled all divine honours, and rejoiced only 
in the fervice of his fether in heaven. And 
what fervice fo high and honourable as that of 
a prophet and meflenger of the moft high ; or 
what fprvice more faithfully difcharged than 
his, who made his whole life fubfervieftt to the 
glory, of God,, and the happinefs of his crea- 
tures ? 

In every inquiry into religious fubjeds, we 
ihould confider faith and practice as infe- 
parablc,- and the real, importance of any. 
doftjine as proportionate to, iand only to bcj 
eftimated by, its tendency and influence to an 
holy life. Upon this ground let u^ confider 
our belief in the unity of Godi in contra- 

C c 4 diilindtioa 
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di(lin<5tion to the more popular doctrine of a 
tritheiAic notion of the deity. In the one 
we meet with a jargon and contradicaion of 
ideas and charafters, which confounct and dif-. 
traft the underftanding ; which infinuate un* 
amiable impreffions of caprice and variableneft 
in the deity ; and which deftroy that veneration 
with which we are delighted to think oT 
nature's God. This degrading affimulaticn 
or mixture of charader and ofRce ; of a judge 
in? placable without the facrifice of the inno- 
cent ; of a more merciful and kind intcrceflbr 
to make atonement for mankind ; and of a 
Being who grants or effecfls the pardon, con- 
ncdlcd with, but independent of the other 
two : this confufion and contrariety of cha- 
rafter has not feldom led men to aflbciato the 
idea of aufterity and implacability with the 
name of God, while all that is attractive or 
engaging has been transferred and confined to 
Jefus Chrift; and to conceive of the holy 
fpirit as a diftind perfon, though it is no 
other than the power of God, or God himfclfi^ 
A very little ferious examination and refledion 
will difcover to the naoft unlearned difciple 
of Chrift, that to make him the means of 
degrading the peerlefs majefty of God is 

to 
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to fubvert' the whole tenor of the new Tef^ 
tament. And it has frequently happened 
that the ufe of fuch humiliating language has 
generated, not only low and un\yorthy, but 
impious notions of the one living and true 
God. 

Direft now your attention to the confidera- 
tion of God under an unity of perfon and cha- 
rafter ; view him as the Being, who is from 
everlafting;* who only hath immortality ^-f 
whole underftanding is infinite iX ^^o trieth 
the heart and the reins ;§ is the re warder of 
them that diligently fcek himj is full of 
mercy, long-fuffering and goodnefs ; and who 
regardeth not the rich more than the poor, 
he being no refpefter of perfops. View him, 
I iay, as he is, and *we fhall fee all the ex- 
cellence and perfeftion in himfelf, which we 
look for in fuch a Being j we fhall difcover 
his beneficence in all his works, and read his 
loving-kindriefs in every page of the gofpel. 
Love cafleth out fear, and God is love* ' 

The unity of God, the one felf-exifting 
^nd iirfl: caufe of all things, is the great corner- 

flone 
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ilx>nc of the whole fabric of religion, no Icfs 
under the chriAian than the jewifli dilpenfa- 
tion. Numerous, indeed, have been the • 
builders who have rejedled, and they arc 
Dunierous who continue to rejeift, this ftone ; 
but they, like fome who have gone before 
them, have (hewn themfelves unfkilful in the 
feleftion of other materials, and equally igno* 
rant in patting them together with uaton* 
pered mortar. The .unity of God is the only 
foundation upon which we can eftablifh truth 
and confiftency in revealed religion : and in-^ 
Hdelity has. gained more profely tes from chrif- 
tians having maintained the dodrines of the 
trinity, tranfubflantiation^ atonement, and 
original fin,, and from certain civil cftab-^ 
Kfhments in religion, than ftom all other 
caufes put together, Jefus Chrift is our 
♦* wife mafter- builder, who laid this founda- 
•* tion" upon the principles of reafon and 
troth; and it is the icandal and reproach of 
the chriftian world that others have dared 

• * 

" to build thereon,"* :who, by the miipro- 
portion and unfitnefs of the edifice, which they 
have ereded, have occafioned the competence 

and 
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and fufficiency of the great architefl of ,thi 
world to be qaefHoncd. 

It would be charity, it may be faid, to caft 
a veil over thefe miftakes of wcllrtneaning 
men, but, my brethren, it would be charity 
mif-named. By our connivance w6 fhould 
make ourfelves fharers m the guilt, and do all 
in our* power to perpetuate the injury. 

In the language of Elijah, let us refolve, 
•* if the Lord be God, to follow him ; but 
" if Baal, then to follow him."* We have 
the fcriptures for. our guide ; we have our 
own underftandihgs for our interpreters ; we 
have God before us, and heaven's happinefs 
in view. Let us then fo fight that we maj 
conquer, and fo run that we may obtain; 
never forfakin^; thofe principles which will 
lead us into the ftraight path of our chriftian 
courfe, and preferve us in the fame to the 
end of our lives. 

The world prefents many impediments in 
our way, but let us equally difregard the im- 
proper biafs of -our temporal intereft, the 
temptations of pleafure, the feoffs of libertines, 
and the threats of bigots. As fucceffive years , 

pafs 
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pafs over our heads, it is to be hoped that 
we fhall be able to look back upon thof? 
which are paft, with fatisfadion and comfort, 
and upon thofe which are to couiCji with in-» 
creafing hope of finally obtaining the favour 
of God. 

Let us, therefore, my brethren, return to 
our feveral duties, whether they belong to 
tis in common, or be appropriated to our 
particular fituations, with the refolution, with 
the iategrity, with the perfevering fpirit be-« 
coming us as chriftians^ believing in and 
worfhipping the one only living and true 
God ; and looking for a joyful refurreftion 
^pon the evidence of the goipcl of Jefug 
Chrift- 
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SERMON XXIL 



REPENTANCE AND AMENDMENT 
OF LIFE INSEPARABLE. 



MATTHEW iV. I7. 
HEPEKT, FOU TUl KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND. 

Immediately upon the imprifonment of 
John the baptift, who had preached the doc- 
trine of repentance for the remiffion of fins*, 
Jefus departed into Gajilee, and, leaving Na- 
zareth, came and dwelt fome time at Capcr- 
naum'f. John baptifed the inhabitants of 
Judea and Jerufalem, upon their confefling 
their fins J ; ' and Jefus, while at Capernaum, 
on the commencement of the perfecution of 
that meflenger, who was fent to prepare his 
way before him§, began, from that inftant, 
to preach the dodrine which John had firfl 

opened 

♦ Mark i. 4, 5. 

t Matt. iv. 12, 13, and Mark i. 14, 

t Maik i. 5. § Mark i. 2. 
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>opcncd to them ; *' Repent, for the kingdom 
" of heaven is at hand/' 

Jefus had, indeed, before this time called 
to him Philip and Nathaniel ; and Andrew 
and Peter had followed him, though they ftaid 
not long with him. He had alfo changed 
water into wine at Cana*. But thefe appear 
to have been all the minifterjal afts he had 
done previous to that, of which we are 
now inore particularly ipeaking. 

And, no time could be more feafonable for 
Jefus Chrift to begin to preach the dodlrine 
of repentance, than in the moment when the 
voice of his harbinger the baptift was con- 
fined within the walls of a prifon. There 
c6uld be no time when it was more neceflary, 
both on account of John being filenced by 
the commencement of the perfecution againft 
him, and his being the forerunner of the 
great prophet of God. 

The fhort fentence which has been recited 
for our prefent fubjedt comprifcs at once the 
duty enjoined, and the reafon upon which it 
is founded. John made ufe of the fame ex- 
preflion when he preached in the wildernefs. 

\n 

* See bifhop Pearce on Matt. iv. i /• 
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in Judea ; or in that great plain which lay 
along the wcftern fide of the river Jordan, 
and reached from the lake Afphaltis one hun- 
dred and fifty miles northward*. 

The phrafe ** the kingdom of heaven/* 
occurs in different parts of the facred writings, 
and> in order to be rightly underftood, admits 
of fome variety in the interpretation, agree- 
ably to the defign of the fpeaker or writer, 
which can only be determined by confider- 
ing the context wherever it occurs. In one 
place, it may refer to the ftate of the gofpcU 
as in the prefent cafe ; in . another, it may 
mean a fpiritual kingdom oppofed to temporal 
power, as wlien Chrifl: fays, ** My kingdom 
** is not of this world;" m a third, it cx- 
prefTes the place of future happinefs, or 
heaven itfelf. 

In the text before us, ** the kingdom -of 
** heaven,^ appears to mean the better know- 
ledge of the mind and will of God with rciped 
to his dealings with his creatures of mankind, 
which was then about to be revealed to them 
by the miniftry of Chrifl: himfelf j this pub- 
lication 

t Sec bifiiop Pearce on Matt. iii. 2. note (B.) 
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lication of his gofpel was then near at handi 
Jefus taught thit cheating and falutary doc- 
trine, which John had taught before him, 
and for which he now fufFered : he even 
adopted the very words of the baptift, who, 
heing cafl into prifon, was no longer in a 
capacity of preaching this condition of the 
. chriftian's hope and happinefs* 

The kingdom of heaven, in the fenfe_ here 
contended for, is no lefs near at hand to us, 
than it was to Chrift^s immediate hearers* 
The expreflion was not attended with cir- 
cumftances that; confined it to any fta-* 
tionary or temporary fignification ; but moft 
naturally and mofl obvioufly will continue 
equally applicable to every generation of chrif* 
tians, 'till the difpenlation fhall become uni* 
verfal, and reign in the hearts of all the fol- 
lowers of our acknowledged mafter to the ex- 
clufion of every evil word and work. 

This knowledge of the kingdom of heaven, 
or of the will of our heavenly father, as dc- 
clared to us in the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, is 
our higheft glory, our beft inheritance, our 

r 

great fecurity : it is able to improve our dif- 
pofition and regulate our temper, ^and, in the 

end. 
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end, to qualify us to avoid the fin and wicked- 
nefs of the world, and to make us rife fupe- 
rior to the pains and forrows and all the varied 
affliftions with which our lives are wifely and 
kindly chequered for our good. 

There was, indeed; a time of ignorance 
which God is faid to have winked at; that is 
to fay, when ignorance is involuntary, it is 
pardonable; but, under the gofpel-difpenfa- 
tion, when the moral laws of his government 
and the refurredlion to a future life, in which 
we fhall receive according as we ftiall have 
done good or evil in the prefent world, are 
written with a fun- beam, we can have no 
cloak for our fins. Neverthelefs, dark and 
deplorable as is the ignorance of the heathen 
world, the great bulk of the chrifl:ian world 
are very little enlightened by the true know- 
ledge of the gofpel. Much time and blood 
have been fpent to perpetuate darknefs by 
thofe, whofe peculiar duty it was to ** fhew 
*' forth the praifes of him who hath called us 
" out of darknefs into his wonderful light*/* 
And the corruptions and abufes of chriftianity 
have been much more widely fpread and 

VOL. I. D d deeply 

♦ I Pet. ii. 9. 



( 418 ) 

deeply rooted than the plain and fimple truths 
of the gofpel. Neither are thefe adulterations 
confined to dodlrines which might fiand or 
fall by themfelves, without involving any ma- 
terial confequenceSy but fome of them imme- 
diately ajSed: the obje£t of our religious worfhip^ 
and the whole (pirit of the religion we profefs^ 
A revelation thus perverted^ like a fpring that is 
poiibned^ carries many and dreadful evils into 
the country through which it takes its courier 
Inflead of univerfal peace and good-will, 
which arc fo beautifully portrayed by the pro- 
phet Ifaiah, when men *^ fhall beat their 
'* fwords into plough-fhares, and their fpears 
into pruning-hooks > when nation fhall not 
lift up fword againfl nation, nor fhall they 
•* learn war any more* :'* we hear of wars and 
rumours of wars, founded, without excep* 
tion, in iniquity, and a thirfl for dominion. 
And inflead of beholding the propheficd days, 
^* when the wolf fhall take up his abode with 
" the Iamb ; and the leopard fhall lie dow» 
*' with the kid : and the calf, and die young 
^' liQn> and tjie fatling fhalt come together;: 

" and 

* Ifaiah ii. 4* 
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" and a little child fhall Iciad them i and the 
** cow and the fhe-^bear fhall feed together-} 
** together their young ones fhall lie down : 
*^ and the lion fhall eat flraw as the ox : when 
** the fuckling fhall play on the hole of the 
** afpic ; and on the den of the bafilifk the 
** new- weaned child fhall lay his hand: when 
** they fhall not hurt, n&r deflroy> in all my 
** holy mountain (as the prophet writes) ; for 
** the land fhall be full of the knowledge of 
** Jehovah, as the waters cover the deptk of 
*^ the fea* :'* Inflead of fuch happy times, we 
flill fee the bitterefl animofities and jealoufies 
continue to fubfifl between different peribns on 
account of their different opinions concerning 
this fame divine religion of Jefus, Chrifl* 

Suffice it, therefore, for our prefent pur- 
pofe to obferve, that to us, of this age and 
country, the kingdom of heaven is as near at 
hand, as it was to the immediate difciples of 
our lord, when he addrefTed himfelf to 
them on John's being taken away. For 
though we cannot hear him preach in perfon, 
he flill fpeaketh to us in the faithful hiflory of 

D d 2 his 

* Ifai^h xi. 6*-9, See bifhop Lowth's and Mr. Dod* 
Ton's Tranllatlons. 
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his evangelifts ; and th? evidence of propheciiS 
which have been fulfilled fitice his time, and 
are now fulfilling in the world, is fuperadded 
to thofe proofs of his divine miffion which ac- 
companied his refidence on e^rth. 

Having now confidered the reafon afligned 
for our being called upon to repent, becaufe 
^* the kingdom of heaven is ac hand,*' and 
Endeavoured to explain the fenfc of thoi^ 
words, as we read them in our prefent 
text, we will proceed to confider the nature 6f 
that repentance which is here enjoined us, 
and of thofe fruits which we are bidden to 
bring forth, " fuitable to repentance.*" 

Repentance is, indeed, a very familiar word, 
and we may readily grant that it is pretty ge- 
nerally underftood ; but there is fo ftrong a 
difpofition in us, on many occafions, to fliut 
our eyes where we ought to be moft wakeful, 
that we frequently have no fooner made a fb- 
lemn prefeflion and prOmife of repentance^ 
than we forget both its nature and extent, its 
obligation and completion* 

Repentance, without reformation of life> 
like faith without works, is dead : in other 

words i 

♦Matt, iii, 8. Mr. Wakefidd's Tranflatio*. 
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words ; repentance, without amendment of 
heart and reformation of manners, is no re- 
pentance ; it is, in fuch cafe, a mere empty 
word, and nothing clfe ; high founding, and 
great pretenfions, but barren and unprofitable. 
** Not every one who faith unto me," fays 
Chrift in his fermon on the mount, ** Lord I 
Lord! fhall entqr into the kingdom of 
heaven -, but he who doeth the will of my 
" father, who is in heaven*." 

The only evidence by whi^h w© can afcer- 
tain the exiftence and diflindt properties of the 
different productions of nature is, the cha- 
racters which, experience tells us, are eflcntial 
to them. Foffils, minerals and vegetables 
have their determinate properties and qualities. 
Birds, beafts, and fifties Jlre diftinguiflied and 
clafled by the fame rule. The moral and re- ^ 
ligious characters of men can ba judged by 
us after no other H>anner. Indeed the cha- 
racter arifes from that very evidence by which 
we fliould prove it. For inftance ; it is not from 
any merely verbal profeflion, bijt from genuine 
jnd ftrong fentiments of humility, and ftill 
more from aCts of humility, that we judge of a 

D d 3 truly 

* Matt. vii. 21. 



( 42« ) 

truly hupible mind; it is from the entertain-r 
ment of charitable ientiments, and from adls 
of true and tried chriftian benevolence, not 
item any occafional or oftentatious preten-r 
fions, that we decide upon a charitable cha* 
rader. In like manner, reformation of hear^ 
and life is better evidence of repentance, tfial^ 
any declaration or promife^ though accom- 
panied by the moft folemn proteftations \ 
good works alfo are a better proof of a right 
faith, than all the confeffions, fubfcriptions 
dr oaths, which the fertile ingenuity of mar\ 
can devife. 

To acknowledge that we repent, and tQ 
repeat the fame crime of which we have 
profefled our repentance, is to fin againft 
ConviftioHj for the very profeffing our re- 
pentance, though it will neither infure our 
doing right, nor commute for our neglect; 
certainly implies our knowledge of having 
4one wrong : and juft as much as it fails of 
having its proper efFedl on our life, ^o far it 
falls flioft of bjeing any repentance, but in 
name, which, is affuredly wprfb than no 
repentance at all. ** For i^ were better for 
*/ us pot to have ackno\Yl«dged the way of 

V righteoufnefjb 
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^^ right$oufnefs, than, after this acknow- 
*'. ledgmcnt, to turn afide from the holy 
♦^ commandment delivered unto uj*." 

That the gofpel of Chrift confiders re- 
pentance in this view, v^e may read in cvjery 
part of the new Tcftaroent, which tenders tg 
U8 no other atonement or facrifice for fin, 
but that repentance which is followed by a 
reformation of life. 

John the baptift preached repentance as 
the condition of rcmiffion of fin. Jefus 
Chrift did the fame in the parables of the 
publican and finner-f-, of ihfi loft fheep, of 
the piece of filver, and of the prodigal fon, J 
^nd on many other occafions, 

** To repent and turn to God, by doing 
works worthy of this repentance§," defcribes 
the natural progrefs of a good mind, con- 
vinced of having wandered from hi? way ; 
it takes the principles of real contrition for 
paft offences, and of reverence and duty to 
God, as the medium through which it pro- 
duces works worthy of repentance. 

P d 4 Temporal 

* 2 Pet. ii. 21. f Luke xviH. 9— ti4^ 

X Luke XV. § Ads ^xvi. 20^ 
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Temporal deliverances and rewards were 
given as the recompence of repentance in 
the feveral cafes of the children of Ifrael*, 
of Rehoboam-f, Ahab:]:, and Manai}eh§ ; 
and of Jofiah**, the people of Nineveh^-f-f- 
£zra:{;t> ^^^ Nehemiah§§, as we read in the 
old Teftament. And, in the new Tefta- 
xnenty this dodrine of repentance is recom- 
mended by the promifc of a future reward, 
very ftrongly expreflcd. ** I fay unto you, 
** that more joy will be in heaven over one 
** finner that repentcth, than over ninety^ 

and-nine righteous perfons who need no 

repentance ||/* 

It has been very juftly faid, that a tree is 
known by its fruit ; and as no one under- 
ftandeth the heart of man, except the God 
who made him, we muft have the fame 
proof of our own repentance as of that of 

other 

* 2 Chron. XV. 3 and 4, Pf. cvi. 4 J — ^4^. 

t 2 Chron. xii. i, and 5 — 7 

X I Kings xxi. 25. 27—29. 

§ 2 Chron. xxxiit. 6, 9 — ij. 
** 2 Chron. xxxiv. 19—28. 
tt Jonah iii. 3—10, 

Jt Ezra viii. ^i. 23* and x, u 

^§ Nehemiah i. 4* 
I Lulce XV. ^« 
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pther perfons ; for we are, on many occa- 
fions, as little acquainted with our own true 
character, as with that of each other. ** By 
^' the heart men believe unto juftification, 
^' and make confeffion with the mouth unto 
^' falvation*." But, fays Jeremiah, " the 
*^ heart is wily above all things ; it is even 
^* pjift all hope; who can know itf* ?'* thati* 
to fay, humanly fpeaking, and, according to 
the apoftle James, ** no man can tame the 
^* ^ongue, it is full of deadly poifon J." 

What other criterion, it is fometimcs 
itfked, is there lefs equivocal than the pre- 
fumed language of our heart, and the words 
of our njouth ? The anfwer is obvious. The 
?idlions of our lives will determine our cha- 
rafter in every cafe. In whatever difgurfe we 
may endeavour to clothe ourfelves, our 
conduft in life will decidedly afcertain 
our internal ., charadler. Even God, to 
whom the whole man is known without 
any concealment, will reward or punifh us, 
not for our involuntary thoughts, not for the 
whifpers of corrcfted paffions, for if he 

fhould 

♦ Rom. X. 10. Mr. Wakefield's Tranflation. 
t Jer. xvii. 9, Dr. Blayncy's Tranflation. 
:{: James iii. 8. 
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ihould be exaft in marking our imp^r- 
fei^ions, who fhould be able to abide his 
judgment ? But he wil) judge us accord- 
ing to the good Qf evil refpedlivcly which 
we ihall have done, Upon the truly peni* 
tent and contrite heart, he will have mercy ; 
but the unrep?hting firmer will neceflarily 
be excluded from future peace and joy, for 
liappinefs cannot dwell with iniquity. 

The fceptic may be difpofed to queflioQ 
the neceffity of this repentance, and to con-** 
tend that the goodnefs of God who made 
us is fuch, that he will overlook our fin 
bccaufe of our conftitutional pronenefs to 
commit it. In anfwer to this objeftion I 
would recommend it to hiip to confider, 
whether we have not the moft fatisfadtory 
evidence, tha( we are placed in a ftate of 
probation, not of perfedion ; in a ftate of re-r 
fponfibility, not of impunity : that though 
we have paiiions whl^h may difpofe us to do 
what is wrong, we have reafon given to us 
to regulate and dired them : and, that though 
vice may boaft her pleafures for a feafon^ 
virtue gives peace, and joy, and happinefs in 
the life that now is, in the clofing fcene of 
it, and at the refurrcdtion of the juft. 

We 
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We will, for a moment, fuppofc Aich ob- 
jeftor to admit himfelf to have ofiended hi? 
peighbour, to have declared his forrow and 
repentance for the wrong he had done him, 
%o have tendered to him all the fatisfadlion 
which the nature of the cafe would admit, 
and to (hew every returning good-wilj 
towards him. . Would he not, under all thi« 
exprefled and implied contrition, ejcpedl for- 
givenefs from the injured party ? But if 
)ic had qpntented himfelf with barely ac- 
knowledging his fault,^ and pofTibly with 
doing that with no good grace, cpuld he 
l^eafonably expefl: to be reftored to the fame 
place in his regards which he pofTefTed be- 
fore ? No ! He would remain the convincedf 
but unrepenting offender, and gonfcquently 
would and ought to be kept at a didance that 
}ie might haye no opportunity of repeating 
^be injury. 

If, therefore, we can fee the juftice of our 
doftrine, when applied to common life by 
way of illuftration, it will be ftrange if we 
do not fee it in our concerns with God, 
\o whom we are indebted for every blefling, 
^nd whpfe viU it is manifcftly our duty to 
9bey. 

If 



( 428 ) 

If wc lay it down as a general truth, and 
it will not be denied me, that no man liveth 
and finncth not, it follows of courfe that we 
$re all concerned in the dodrine of repent- 
ance. Under this acknowledgment qf our 
fituaticMi, and the neceffity of changing it, 
we (hould turn our thoughts towards the 
l^roper means of efFeding the neceffary 
change, A little impartial inquiry into 
our fituation here, and an ingenuous exami- 
nation of ourfelves, will prefently point out to 
each of us our weaker fide; and, in fuch cafe, 
no one more competent to judge for u§ than 
each for himfelf. Indeed, the very exercife 
gf this inquiry and examination will improve 
us in the knowledge of ourfelves,,(aad there 
are times and circumftances when every man. 
ought more particularly to be his own prieft 
as well as his own phyfician. . If we difcover 
our diforder, we already know our remedy ; 
we cannot plead ignorance or want of fkill ; 
our bibles are before us, and our intellectual 
powers are fully equal to all that will be re- 
quired of us. 

Let us, then, my bretheren, as men, a$ 
chriftians, and as proteftants, difcharge thi$ 

duty 
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duty which revelation, approved by our rea- 
ion, tells us is indifpenfvle. Let us difcharge 
it, not with that reludance which will de- 
feat every good efFeft upon our own teniper 
and manners ; but with that ferloufnefs and 
energy which will fpeak peace to our minds 
while we fojourn here, and crown our per- 
feverance with pardon and acceptance at the 
throne of heaven. As the return of the 
prodigal fon made the father's heart leap for 
joy, fo let us improve our (lock of rational and 
fubftantial happinefs by rejoicing at each 
other's advancement in this good and necef- 
fary work. Let us aflift, and not impede, 
our fellow-travellers on the journey of life, 
and each endeavour to edify the other by his 
example ; for ** know ye," faith the apoftle 
James, ** whofoever bringeth back a fmncr 
** that hath wandered from his way, will 
*' fave his own foul from death, and cover 
" a jnultitude of fins *." ' 

. * Jjimes r. 20. 
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SERMON XXIIL 



TTHE OCCASION FOR CIRCUMSPECTION* 



I CORINTHIANS X. 124 



LET HIM THAT THINRETH tiE STANDETH, TAKE HEJ© 

LEST HE FALL. 

In the courfc of the apoftle Paul's ge- 
lieral argument in this epiftle to the Corin-^ 
thians againft their partaking of meat which 
had been offered to idols^ and thereby 
countenancing idolatry, he recites the pre-- 
Tailing deiire after evil or forbidden things^ 
$he idolatries, the fornicationsy the fpeakihg 
againft God, the murmurs and difcontents 
of their fathers, and alfo the high difplea- 
fure (hewn by God againft fuch their feveral 
offences. He then exhorts them to profit 
by fuch examples, and to avoid thofe fins 
which would incur the jufl difpleafure and 
punifhment of God; and si,dds^ that they 

were 
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and worfliip no' other than the God of Paul, 
fo it will tend to deftroy every ipecies of 
idolatry, which, under different diiguiies, 
flill pervades fo great a part of the chriftiaa 
church. 

Harfh as the imputation of this offence 
may found in our ears, it is not to be con- 
fined merely to thofe who fall down before 
and worfliip ftocks and ftones, pidures or 
crucifixes, but is to be extended alike to all 
who give divine homage and honours to 
any other Being, than the one only living 
and true God, Jehovah, the God and father 
of Jefus Chrift, and of all mankind. 

Innumerable inftances of each of thefe 
pradices may be found among very fincere 
profeflbrs of the gofpel, who follow the 
fober conviaions of their own minds. 

Under thefe circumftances, where the 
party hath not indolently followed the mul« 
titude without . thought or refledlion ; and 
.where he hath not rejedted the informa- 
tion prefented to him, nor violated his 
own perfuafion in accommodation to the 
world, we ought, in juftice both to them 
and to ourfelves, to obferve and diftin- 

guifb 
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guKh, that though the nature of idolatry 
be unchangeable, there can be nothing cri- 
minal in thofc who pay their religious wor- 
fhip according to the beft of their under-* 
ilanding. Indeed, as they can have no 
fafer or better guide to diredt their condu£t, 
than tbeir own reafon applied to the written 
revelation of God, fo they arc bound to re- 
gulate their faith and pradice by that 
itandard, finally interpreted by, and for, 
themfelves. So entirely juftifiable is fuch 
conduct, that it is more commendable in 
fuch perfons to profefs error in fincerity, 
than the truth in hypocrify. 

But all this allowance prefuppofes dif- 
paffionate inquiry and rational conviftion. 
In which cafe, we muft prefume that God, 
the creator of the world, will mercifully 
regard the various hindrances which different 
perfons may have had to a better knowr 
ledge of him; and, from the confideration 
of the motive of that homage which (hall 
thus innocently have been afcribcd to the 
creature, will forgive thofe who have, in 
fuch inilances,- miilaken his word and 
wlli 
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As that arrogant prcTampdon and con- 
fidence which are ofieofive to God and fatal 
to Gurlelves, are the offspring of ignorance ; 
lb defpair and dcfpondeney arc moft fre- 
quently the confequence either of a diftem- 
pered body, or of dark and faperftitious 
notions of the deity and his difpeniations. 

Many occafions may call us to take our 
parts in icenes attended with great difficul- 
ties and trials, fuch as greatly exceed thofe 
which attend the ordinary occurrences of 
life : and before we engage in the conflid it 
may be nece&ry to put on the whole armour 
of God, in order that we may acquit our- 
felves like men and like chriftians. But the 
very preparation here fuppofed forbids pre- 
fumption by previoufly recommending an 
humble dependance upon God, who alone 
is our fupport and rock of defence. 

Our lord himfelf, though be fufFered 
the bittereft perfecutions, did not court them, 
but told his apoftles, " when they were 
** perfecuted in one city to flee to another*/' 
and a fliort time before his laft fuffering, he 
prayed to "God, faying, " O my father, if it 

" be 
, * Matt. X. 23. 
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** be poflible, let this cup pafs from me : ne- 
** verthelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt**'* 
Neither were the whole army of chriftian 
martyrs more inflexible in their integrity, or 
more refigned under their grievous afflic- 
tions, than they were ardent before the 
throne of heaven in fupplication for fupport 
under the feverity of their trials : they ac- 
quired firmnefs without arrogance, and a 
cool intrepidity that equally rejefted a rafli 
and wilful facrifice of their lives, or any 
bafe recantation of their own decided con- 
vidions. Life is defirable and greatly to be 
prized by us, but it may be bought too dear, 
as well as wantonly thrown away. And no 
price can exceed that which cofts the pur- 
chafer his integrity and his principles, the 
relinquifliment of the power of truth, and 
the defertion of his reliance upon God, who 
is able ** to kill, and to make alive-f*." 

Something may, indeed, be faid in more 
familiar cafes, which feems to fead to con- 
trary conclufions, but the obfervation may 
be admitted, without any prejudice to our 
main and proper principle. We fliall be 

E c 4 told 

♦ Matt. xxvi. 39. t 2 Kings v. 7. 
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told that no man will acquit himfelf well in 
any department or employment, who has 
not fb much confidence in himfelf, as to 
think himfelf fully capable of difcharging 
it; and that, without this perfuafion, he 
ought not even to accept of it. But it is 
equally obvious to reply, that that con- 
fidence which barely animates us to purfue 
with diligence and chearfulnefs the means 
which are adapted to a certain end, is a very 
different confidence from that which would 
lead us to fnatch and fecure the end without 
ufing the proper means. We may even go 
further on general ground, and fay, that to 
think well of the dignity of human nature, 
as the work of God, is one means and incen- 
tive to aft well; that fo far from leading 
to any criminal prefumption, it has a natural 
tendency to excite us to exert ourfelves to 
fupport the charadlcr anfwerable to fuch 
fentiment ; that it raifes the mind above all 
groveling and felfiih ideas, expands the heart 
to receive' within its affeftion the whole 
human race, and tells us we cannot more 
elevate ourfelves than by obeying God, and 
aflifting our fellow-creatures, Neverthelefs, 

this 
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this honeft afpirant after the difcharge of 
duty (hould not fail to '^ take heed left he 
^* fall." 

So many and various are the fcdudlions of 
the world, that the only fccurity againft 
their influence, is to pradife a regular and 
habitual purfuit of the true and proper 
objedt of this life, which is the faithful and 
aftive difcharge of the feveral duties of our 
refpedive fituations, in order to meet the 
clofe of it, with the approbation of God, 
and our own confciences. Thefe fedudions 
of the world put on fuch different appear- 
ances, and offer themfelvcs under fuch pro- 
mifing circumftances and at fuch unguarded 
moments, that they frequently furprife, and 
fometimes defeat, our greateft vigilance. 
Some approach us in the garb of pleafurc, 
fome in that of duty, and others even in that 
of religion. We ought, therefore, con- 
tinually to " take heed left we fall ;*' and 
uniformly to regulate ourfelves by the pure 
and fimple rules of religion and virtue, and 
a fixed refolution to do our duty to God 
and man. Many of our fellow-creatures 
have been greatly and grofsly deceived. 
Nature has been outraged under the mif«* 

taken 
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taken intention of doing God iervice; the 

» 

chriftian, faith has been nearly deflroyed 
and bani(hed from the earth by the very 
officious ailiflance of merely human help and 
the aid of the civil power ; patriotifm, as it 
refpefts the world at large^ has been facri- 
ficed to national intereils, and the love of 
our brethren of mankind to the partial re* 
gard for a much fmaller circle. Yet thefe 
have^ for the moft part, innocently offended 
againfl the principles of nature, j uftice^ and 
policy; and their friends and countrymen 
have applauded their deeds* 

At an early zgt, we are taught to entertain 
high ideas of roman virtue, which, in truth, 
amounted, upon the whole, to nothing more 
than unbounded attachment to the roman 
empire, and a defire to extend it to the ut- 
moft limits of the then known world, to the 
great wrong and oppreffion of thofe countries 
which became its diftant provinces. Hap- 
pily for its dependencies, its government 
was overthrown by its wide- extended con- 
qucfts; for the thirft of dominion, however 
commended in the fuccefsful efforts by 
which it is acquired, involves every fpecies 

of 
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of violence, enormity, and wrt>ng. Our 
religious maxim will^ therefore, equally ap<* 
ply to the political adventurer, while " he 
^' thinketh he ftandeth," let him '' take 
*' heed left he fall." 

If we defcend to private life, the fame doc^ 
trine may be applied with equal propriety; 
Whatever duty we find to do, let us do it 
quickly, and. with all our might, for wc 
know the (hortnefs of the utmoft fpan of our 
prefent exiftence, and how unexpectedly it 
is frequently cut fhort. But let confideration 
precede aflion, and honeft principles accom^ 
pany every movement towards the attainment 
of our end. Let the end and the means be 
alike worthy of our charader . as chriftians. 
Let us proceed, in our feveral undertak- 
ings, with that refolution which fhould at- 
tend our firm perfyafion that we ought to 
be fo employed ; and while we adl with dili- 
gence and perfeverance, let us not neglefl: to 
make our folemn application to God for his 
blefling on our undertakings. Thus guarded, 
we may be, aiTured that all things will work 
together for good to us, whether we fucceed 

or 
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or fail. The failure of enterprize will fomc- 
times be a trial of our fpirits, more falutary 
than fuccefs itfelf ; and fuccefs would, at 
other times y be more fatal than. a defeat. 

I would further obfcrve, that one of the 
greateft obftacles to the more general re- 
ception and improved knowledge of the gof- 
pel, is for one fe6t or party of chriflians to 
aflume the cxclufive favour of God to them- 
felves/ and to deal out his judgments with an 
unfparing hand on others. This arrogance is 
fatal to chriflian charity in it^ beft and 
highefl fenfe ; indead of teaching men to love 
their enemies, it bids them to condemn their 
friends ; it removes its unhappy votaries from 
the obligation of all moral law ; and loofens 
thofe tics of religion which induce men to 
approach the prcfence of their God with 
love, and joy, thankfgiving, and hope : and 
in no cafe can our fubje€l be more ftrongly 
applied, than to thofe 'uncharitable fpirits, 
who, forgetting themfelves, are occupied in 
apportioning to their fellow- creatures, the 
heavy judgments of God. Beit, therefore, 
the peculiar bufinefs of thefe perfons, while 

they 
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they think they (land, to take heed left they 
fall. 

I will conclude in the words of an ex- 
cellent writer. ** The emperor Julian/' 
fays he, ** was a man t>f great ingenuity, 
•* fobriety of manners, and good-natured ia 
** himfelf : but his zeal for the religion 
'* which he had embraced was exceflivc, 
** and degenerated into bigotry and fuper- 
'' flition ; infomuch, that with all his pre- 
*' tenfions to right reafon, and all his profcf- 
*' fions of humanity, moderation, tendernefs, 
" and equity, he has not efcaped the juft 
** imputation of being a perfecutor," 

" I cannot but think, that a review of the 
hiftory of this perfon, of fhining abilities 
and high ftatlon, may lead us to ibme 
" ferious reflections : particularly it holds 
*' out to us this humbling and ufeful admo- 
^^ nition : Let him that thinks he flands, 
" take heed left he fall *." 

* Dr. Lardner's *• Jewifli and heathen teftimonies.'* 
chap. xlvi. at the end. (^Sec his Works, vol. viii. p. 423: 
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SERMON XXIV. 



LOVE FOU MANKIND BEST ASCERTAINED BY 
PROMOTING RELIGION AND VIRTUE IN 
THE WORLD. 



JOHN XV. 13* 



GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, THAT A 
MAN LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FRIENDS* 



The whole chapter from which our fub- 
jeft is taken, is a difcourfe of our lord on 
the mutual love which ought to fubfift be- 
tween him and his' difciples : and he recom- 
mends it to them to receive the dodtrines 
which he taught, to obferve the pre- 
cepts which he commanded, and to follow 
the example which he fet before them, 
as the only fatisfaftory proof of their love for 
their mafter, and of their fincerity in the 
profeffion of his religion. 

The 
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The endearing appellation of " friends," 
with which he addrefled himfelf to his fol- 
lowers, was, in his mouth, expreiiive of 
his whole heart without hypocrify, and ex- 
pofed to no caprice : for, as his friendfhip with 
them was founded in religion and virtue, it 
would never c^e fo long as they continued 
to walk in the ways of truth and righteouf- 
ncfs. The condition of this friendfhip with 
bis difciples is confined to their obedience to 
the will of God. And from the perfonal 
interefl and affeft ion. which he had for thofc 
who fhould be obedient to the good-plcafure 
of God, he diflinguifhes, with no inconfi- 
derable emphafis, between the two charadlers 
of friend and fervant. " Ye are my 
*^ friends," fays he, ** if ye do whatfoevcr 
" I command you. Henceforth, I call you 
•* not fervants ; for the fervant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth : but I have called you 
friends ; for all ^things that I have heard of 
my father, I have made known unto you." 
Jefus Chrifl, never afluming to himfelf original 
power, and ever defirous faithfully to execute 
the delegated commiffion he received from 
heaven, revealed the mind and will of alpiighty 

God, 
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God, his and our heavenly father, according 
to the meafure that was imparted to him. 
Love for all the rational creatures of God is 
the moft diflinguifhing feature of this re« 
velation, as it alfo is of the character of God 
himfelf ; the moft amiable and excellent of 
the human race was the chief preacher and 
meflenger of thefe glad-tidings^ and the 
happinefs of all mankind , both here and 
hereafter, was the vdtimate deiign of the 
gofpeL 

It was, and ever will remain, a leading 
objed of the chriftian difpeniation, (how-* 
muchlbcver it may have been concealed, or 
perverted,) to correct and reprcfs pagan idolatry 
by the minifhy of Jefus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God; and to bring a deluded 
world, funk in the groffnefs and iniquity 
of idolatrous rites, to more worthy notions 
of the one eternal, almighty, and only true 
God, through the mediation, orinilrumentality, 
of the man Jefus Chrift. 

But^ notwithftanding this great and con- 

iifient objedt is written in equally legible cha* 

radters in the book of nature and of revelation ; 

notwithftanding this firft principle of all rcli- 

voL, t. F f gion. 
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gion, and great {ecurity of all virtue^ i» or- 
graven on the heart of man, and was intended 
to be imprinted there by the miflion^ of Jefiis^ 
Chrift, this dclign has been defeated, and 
this imprcflion efiaced,. by the great body of 
profeflcd difciples of our common maftert 
Inconfiftent and fliockiflg as their notions 
muft appear to our reafon^ in thisrefpedl; 
and our reafon is the only means we have of 
interpreting revelation ; this mifapprchenfion 
of the word of God is further accompanied 
by no lefs fatal miftakes refpefting the nature), 
miniftry, and death of his great prophet and 
meffenger. If the wit and invention of man 
had been racked, and deliberately feagued 
together to ejfFcdt the deftru^on of chrif- 
tianity, its enemies could never have fo en- 
tirely fuppreiled it, as its nominal friends^ 
have ' fucceeded in corrupting k. The moil 
unworthy opinions have hectiy tind ftill are^ 
maintained of that great Being,, whofe fiat 
called all things into exiflence. He has been^ 
fuppofed to have taken an human form^ and 
by uniting with it, in lome unknown and 
inconceivable manner, the. divine nature, to 
"have exhibited himfelf in- the perfon of an 

hd|)Jcis 
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tielpieft infant, to have lived the tenant of 
an earthly tabernacle like ourfelves, and {to 
complete* the fcheme) to have reodnciled 
himfelf to mankind by his own death upon i 

Wi will not enter upon any formal anfwer 
to thefe unhappy notions; they have been 
again strid again refiite'd to the fatisfadlion and 
conviftion of a very numerous hoft of free 
and impartial inquirers. But it can never 
be linfeafonable in us fervently to pray unto 
God^ to forgive the miftakes of thofe who 
have fihned againft bcttet lights and to permit^ 
in his good time, the entire removal from 
iht chriftian world, of all the corruptions of 
his word. Thefe degrading and contradiftory 
notions of God^ and of the duty we owe to 
him, and to each other, have a ftrong tendency 
not merely to rcla?f, but to deftroy every 
principle of religion, pi'operly fo called; to 
countenance the melancholy prevalence of 
vice and folly; and to leave the world in 
pofleiTion of nothing but ignorance, defpair' 
and wretchednefs, in refpeft to every thing 
that concerns their true intereft in this 

¥ f z world. 
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world, and their happineis in that which is to 
come* 

It is no uncomnK)n aniwer to inch obferva* 
tions and reflections as thefe, to be told, 
that " truth and error are, in fbme degree, 
** relative terms ; and that it £ivours of pre- 
^^ fumption to fuppofe that our prayers (bould 
'^ influence the deity in his providential care 
" over the world." 

There is, however, more plaufibility than 
red force in thefe anfwers. For it may be 
replied, that truth and error are abfolute 
terms in themfelves, although we may enter- 
tain different appreheniions of them. Indeed, 
with refpedl to the general truth of the gofpel 
as containing a revelation of the mind and 
will of God, many of thefe objedlors are 
agreed with us ; and we are ready to ac- 
knowledge that every man's own interpre- 
tation of his bible is to that man the truth, 
and ought to be his guide. With regard to 
influencing the deity, it is not reafonable to 
expedl that prayer will have any effed with 
God, who knoweth the thoughts and in- 
tentions of the heart of man, unlefs it be the 
offering of a ferious and devout mind, fully 

rcfolved 
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refolved to obey his commandments* and 
that the fupplicant renders himfelf, by the 
piety and virtue of his life, capable of ob- 
taining and enjoying the bleffing he prays 
for. The nature of prayer is greatly mif- 
underftood, when it is fuppofed, of itfelf, to 
move the deity to change his purpofe. It is 
the proper tribute and natural exprcffion of 
a pious, a good, and a grateful mind; and 
peculiarly calculated to yield a feven-fold re- 
turn, by making the fame mind more pious, 
more good, and more grateful. In this way, 
it is an approved mean to a defireable and 
falifsful end ; and a mean congenial with our 
nature, and recommended by revelation : it 
will be found to infufe a divine tranquility 
over our minds, to purify the enjoyments of 
die prefent life, and to prepare us for a chear- 
ful refignation of them ; it will prepare and 
jfit us for our great change, by eftablifhing us 
in fuch a knowledge and pradtice of our duty 
to God and man, as /hall fecure to us an 
happy imnwrtality^ 

But to return. Our text fays, ** Greater 
*^ love can no man fhew than to lay down 
" his life for his friend." If we barely con- 
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fider the love of animal life which aafiuri^ haa 
implanted in us for its protedion^ we fhall 
find it is no fmali flak? we riflct when we 
hazard it in any caufe. But, if the value of 
life be eftimated, as it ought to be, by the 
in^port^nce of our exiftence herCj, as ^ pre-p 
paratory flate to that future life wl^ch is pror 
mifed us, our love for our friends^ or more 
properly for Our brethren of mankind, cannot 
be proved by any more unequivocal teft. It 
is,;howeyer| the higheft confplation, on every 
fuch trying occafion, that when we fidfil any. 
qquivalent or neceflary duty by the very a^ 
of parting with life, it anAvers the" end for 
which it was given us ; and we make our life 
and death unite in fecuring that faaptpinefs 
whi^h this world alone can never give. Our 
life, when protraded to the greateft age in the 
pommon courfe of nature, may be tnade happy 
to ourfelyes by the cxercii^ pi that love towards 
mankind which is recommended by pur lord ; 
an4 the Jaft clofingfeeneof it may prove highly 
edifying to our friends and oth«r^ the ipec-. 
tutors of our mortality ; but there are fcveral 
occafions which may ,impEove the value rf 
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our death to our own advantage, and the 
fldvantage of generations ftill unbprn. 

It is impoffiblc to overlook here the great 
acoinpany of holy men who have nobly died 
martyrs to the caufe of religion, and more 
cfpecially him who is the great captain of our 
falvation, and who could fhew no greater love 
So his fellow-creatures than to lay down his 
life for his friends, or difciples, and who by 
4»ing ralied from' the dead^ was the inflrunaent 
<«f finally cftablifhing the evidence of that 
^gofpd which he had preached. 

Jn fub£equent ages^ the noble army of 
chrifliian martyrs was indeed furniihed by fuf- 
ferers for very different, and even oppdite 
iOpinions, owing to their dii&rent apprehens- 
ions ^f the truth as it is to be ^Dund in the 
^ofpel of Jcfus, but with equal honour to 
^hem&lves. And inaiinucli as the religion of 
Chrifl: is tetter underftood, in proportion as it 
is interpreted by reafon, it is not to be pre- 
Xumed that its friends and profefTors would 
withhold the fame teftimony in our own 
*day, (if not of the truth of their caufe, cer- 
tainly of dieir own integrity,) if perfecu- 
tion Should demand their life. Religious 
h^otry, it is to be hoped, is already fuf- 
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ficiently glutted with bloody and will require 
no more human facri£ces. But true chrifUan 
moderation is not its immediate fucceffor. 
The ehriftian world have much to unlearn, 
as well as much to learn. There is an in- 
tolerance which can deftroy the comfort and 
happinefs of life, without taking away life 
itfelf ; which can wound charader, while it 
leaves the body unhurt ; which can filently 
reduce a devoted vidim to that diftreffing 
fituation, when, from the remembrance of 
better days, he fhall be unable to dig, and 
to beg he (hall be afliamed. Lefs love can 
no man fliew to the gofpcl of Chrift, or to 
his brethren of mankind, at any time, than 
covertly to cxercife an intolerant fpirit ; and 
a greater miilake he cannot fall into, than to 
think that he thereby doeth God fcrvicc. 

We fhould not omit, and confequently 
fhould not be thought to go out of our way, 
to obferve that on great occaiions alfo in 
civil life many of our fore*«fathers have fallen, 
and fallen nobly. He who thinks that the 
tyrant's yoke and the oppreflbr*s rod ought, in 
no cafe, to be refifled unto death, has very 
confined and inadequate notions of the true 
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value and many bleflings of civil liberty. 
The fluduatihg and imfubilantlal poiTeflions 
of the world, even thofc which arp very 
generally thought moft enviable, are often*- 
times boiight too dear, but genuine, legi- 
timate liberty, civil and religious, is inefti- 
mable. We may confider them as twin- 
lifters, united in their birth, and who will 
be infeparable in their death; we may fay 
of them both, their ways are ways of plea- 
fantnefs, and their paths lead to peace; in 
their eiFed: they furpafs all underftanding, and 
without them the rational creatures of God 
are firft voluntarily degraded to the ftate of an 
herd of cattle, and then infulted for their 
humiliation. 

The maxims laid down, and the example 
fet us, by our lord, in fhewing his love to 
his brethren of mankind, both in his life and 
death, include the cultivation, and enjoin the ^ 
pradice, of univerfal benevolence; they will 
jointly promote peace on earth, and uni- 
verfal good- will to men ; they will har- 
moniouily concur to put to filence the tongue 
of the ilanderer and deceiver, and the tale- 
bearer, and the whlfperer, who feparate the 

clofefl 
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cloieft frichdAips. The precepts and ex- 
ample of Chrift, if candidly cenfidered and 
impartially applied^ will extirpate every 
malignant thought and adlion ; and hold 
forth a ibvereign balm for the wounds of uh- 
deferved calumnies and refcntmcoets. ** Forr 

m 

•* give one another," and " lore one another/* 
arc precepts of equal authority and extent* 

That our lord fufFered death upon the 
crofs, is an hiAorical fad: upon vrhich we 
'Ttiiy prefume the world have hecn very 
'.generally agreed from, the time it is dated 
to have happened to this hc^ir. That he 
laid down his life for his friends, is believed 
upon equally credible teftimony by liis dif- 
ciples, but they have differed very widely 
concerning the deiign and c£Ee£t of his 
death. 

We all know that the far grcztcr part of 
tlie chriflian world confider the peribn Jefus 
Chrift to be one and the fame with aimighty 
<jfod, and to have died to fatisfy his jufiice 
for the fins of mankind ; m (holt, that the 
almighty creator and govetiftor ^f the uni- 
verfe was, in the perfoh of Chrift^ brought 
to a public and ignominious death to fati^fy 
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his ow-o jufUce, ^nd to 9.p^^(t hh own diC- 
pleafure j and that only \>y the merits and 
death of this God-naan we are fayed. 

The recital of fuch language were enough 
to confound every fenfe we have, and can- 
not but make us fliudder at the fen timents 
which fuch words fuggcft. 

Let, now, the rational and confiftent 
chriftian take up his new Teftament, and rea4 
it with the fame candour and impartiality 
he would read any other book. He will 
there learn, that it pleafed almighty God to 
fele^it and appoint the man Jefus Chrift to 
reveal or publiih his mind to the world, and, 
for this end, to beftpw upon him great and 
eminent powers in order to prove that he 
was divinely affifted in the work of his 
miniftry,- and that he- was the mefliah 
proroifed to the jew^. The great docfirines 
he taught weret the pardon of our fins upoft 
repentance, and a refurre(3ion to a future 
life. Qonfiftently with the religion of Mt 
ture and of Mofes, the unity of God appears 
Xo have been uniformly preached by Chrift 
^nd his apoftles* All tHefe doctrines are 
}i^hly favourable - to tb£ eilabli^ment iind 
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improvement of virtue, but faith in them all 
is confidered as an infinitely inferior attain- 
ment to a good life. It is by their fruits 
that men are known and will be judged. 
Not every one that faith. Lord, Lord, fliall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he 
that doth the will of God. 

If now our afFedlion for the gofpel of 
Chrift ftiould be tried by perfecution on ac- 
count of our faith in its dod:rine, or by re- 
proach from the world on account of our 
obfervance of the practices which it teaches, 
be it our care to refift both the one and the 
other, with that virtuous fortitude which 
will rcflcd dignity on our profeffion, and 
give ftrength and beauty to our moral cha- 
rader. 

** Greater Jove hath no man than this, 
•• that a man lay down his life for his 
^' friends." 

Human power may fpend its vengeance on 
the body, and the utmofl that our duty can 
require of us is the refignation of life. But 
the fame authority which prcfcribes this evi- 
dence of our love elfewhere bids us ** not 
*^ to fear them, who i:an kill the body only, 

«• but 
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*' but rather to fear him who is able to dc- 
•* flroy both body and foul *'\ 

Adcnittingt for a moment^ that we were 
called to this fiery trial, it may reafonably 
be believed that many would be able to en- 
dure it, who, iKverthelefs, at a diftance, are 
diffident of their courage and diflruft their 
fortitude. Poffibly, it is more difficult to 
bear adverfity in private, whether it arifeth 
from the contumely of the flanderer, or the 
oppreflion of the powerful, than to face the 
injuflice of the public, when the notoriety 
of our conduct may attract obfervation and 
excite compaffion, where our example may 
do good, and in a caufe, in which we (hould 
not be left friendlefs. But, independent of 
thefe, the principles of religion and virtue 
are, or ought to be, equal to their own de- 
fence. They are the befl (lay and fupport 
of man here, and will be the crown of his 
rejoicing hereafter. 

The ifTue and -event of things are, indeed^ 
in other hands • The time of our fojourning 
here, whether clofcd by the gentle finking 
into the grave of our fathers, or by im- 
portantly 
"» Matt. X. aS. 
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portantly fert^ing the caufe of religion and 
virtue in our death, requires the aflfiv^ vigi- 
lance of our mind, and a right direftion of 
our condudt* 

Be if, therefore, our pleafure as it is our 
duty, to inquire afrer truth for ourfclveSj 
and to promote it in others 3 to fcrve and 
vindicate every valuable intereft of mankind, 
in which their liberty of mind and juft 
freedom of aftion are involved ; to encourage 
virtue by our precepts, and con^firra and 
eftablifli it by our pra<5lice. The length ot 
duration of our dsys is very immaterial in 
itfelf. Human life, like iron, may be aS 
foon confumed by ruft, as by adtion* A 
(hort life, well employfed, is far preferable 
to a long one containing a continued void« 
To live,, only to eat and to drink, to lie 
dowh and (o rife up, (fave indeed in infancy 
and old age, when nature isf capable of 
nothing *more>) is an ignoble confumptidft 
of a rational mind. When we look upon the 
new bofn babe, we are naturally difpofed to 
think of its advancement to ufefulnefs, and 
to the character it will be called to fuftain in 
life. When we view the hoary head of age, 

we 
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"Wc as aaturally travel back to the review of his 
life, and inquire what he bath done worthy 
of maa* 

What thtfa ought to be the refledlion of 
jouth arid manhood, but to conlider that 
thty ought to work while it is day, left 
the night come on^, when no man can 
wwk? And neither of them can fet out upon 
their chriftian pilgrimage, with a better im- 
freffion upon their minds than the obfervatioi> 
of the emperor^ who confidered that day as 
loA, in which he had done no good adion. 

To devote our life to the caufe of reli- 
gion and virtue, of tr^ith and liberty, is fully 
equivalent to dur laying k down in the fame 
caufe. We may icrve them in our life, and 
<ve may ferve thepi in our death. The mean- 
ing of our lord, liberally interpreted, is, 
that greater love can no man (hew than 
that he devote himfelf ^ to the caufe to 
which he profefles his coniciencious attach-^ 
ment. Whatever different . opinions may 
fobfift refpefting particuhi* doctrines or pre- 
cepts, thefe do not affeft the teftimotiy 
which fuch an one giveth of his fincerity 
and love ; he is only anfwerable for his 
candid inquiry and ^impartial -judgment. 
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It IS alfo no fmall comfort and fecurity 
to the good man, that his recompenfe de-- 
pends not on the fuccefs of his endeavours. 
Known unto God are all things, and iii his 
hands are the iiTues of all our labours ; and, 
independent of them, he can do whatever 
pleafeth him. Ncverthelefs, we are anfwer- 
able for all our a<5tions, and our moft iecret 
thoughts are not hidden from him. 

In a word. In our chriftian warfare, let 
every fbldier of Jefus Chrift attend to and 
keep his poft. Let him be fober and vigi- 
lant ; let him live in the fear of God, in 
fimplicity and iincerity ; let him live to 
himfelf, only by living to others ; and be 
virtuous here that he may be truly happy 
here, and everlaftingly happy hereafter. In 
like manner, may we, my brethren, fo ac- 
quit ourfelves in all our varied , fituations 
and : relations in life, that we may fini(h 
this temporary fcene of probation in the 
ipirit and temper of our great maftdr ; and 
(hew forth fuch grc;at love to God, to our 
friends, and the whole family of mankind, 
as may. amount to a full obedience to the 
gofpel of Chrift, and obtain the final appro- 
bation of God. 

SERMON 
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SERMON XXV. 



THE WISDOM OF GOD IN THE WORKS OF 

CREATION. 



PSALM CIV. 24. 

r 

I 

m 

O LORD ! HOW MANIFOLD ARE THY WORKS 5 IN WISDOM 
HAST THOU MADE THEM ALL i THE EARTH IS FULL OF 
THY RICHES, 

« 

In the book of pfalms we meet with a 
rich variety of the moft elevated fentiments 
concerning almighty God; fentiments, which 
exprcfs the moft undivided afFecSion and moft 
fervent piety of the human heart towards the 
great author of our being, from whom, and 
from whom alone, wc receive all we enjoy 
or hope for. 

In this view, they are, generally ipeak- 
ing, well adapted to form a part of our reli- 
gious fervicc. Some of them, indeed, are at- 
tended with difficulties which prevent their 
being accommodated to chriftian worfhip; 
VOL. I. G g but 
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but many of thefe difficulties would be in a 
great degree removed by a more correft 
tranilation. 

- Neverthelefs, the prefent fubfifting ver- 
fions of this book abound with expreffions of 
true dignity and fimplicity united y expref- 
fions, which, at once, convey fentiments that 
grace our lips in the delivery, affift the 
mind in its meditations, and are at the fame 
time level to the common underftanding of 
mankind. 

•* O Jehovah ! how manifold are thy 
** works 5 in wifdom haft thou made them 
** all : the earth is full of thy riches/' 

This is an acknowledgment that God is ; 
that his works are without number, and per- 
fcd in their kind, for in wifdom he made 
them all. It expreffeth alfo a grateful 
acknowledgment of the abundance of his 
blefiings in this habitable world in which 
we dwell, *' the earth is full of his riches." 

By the name of Jehovah, we exprefs the 
peculiarly appropriate name of the firft great 
caufe of all things, and governor of the uni- 
verfe; a name, which leaves no doubt in 
refpe^t eithei: to his exiftence before all time. 
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or his continuance to all eternity ; his abfo- 
lute unity, or his being the only proper ob- 
je<a of all religious worfliip : in the words 
of the pfalmift, *^ men may know that 
^^ he whbfe name alone is Jehovah, is the 
*' moft high over all the earth */' 

The works of Jehovah are manifold, they 
are confpicuous in every thing we behold, 
and in nothing are they more wonderful than 
in our own frame and conftitution of body 
and mind. The organization and ilrudture of 
the whole animal world ; and the faculties 
in man and beaft, which we denominate rea- 
fon and inflin£t, proclaim, with one united 
voice, the wifdom and goodnefs of the author 
of our being. Traverfe the vaft range and 
clafles of ilores intombed in the bowels of 
the earth, and the principle of vegetation 
which is given to it : examine the rich foflil 
or the ncglefted pebbl6, the foliage of the 
ftately tree, the ornamental fhrub, or the 
humble blade of grafs; thefe all in filent, 
but expreflive language fay, in wifdom were 
we formed. The grain of fand and the huge 
rock, the gentle ftrcam and the impetuous 

G g 2 torrent, 

* Pralm IxKxiii* i8.. 
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torrent, the little valley and the thoufand 
hills, the level field and the rugged defert, 
are all evidences of the wifdom and power 
of Jehovah, our God, The gentle breeze 
and tempefluous wind, the refreshing fliower 
and the greater 'rain, the genial warmth of 
th/ fun and the keen froft, hail and fnow, 
are all the meflengers of various bleffings. 

The more we confider and refleft upon 
the works of creation, the more we fliall be 
impelled, when we behold them, to cry out 
in joy and thankfuinefs, that truly they are 
very good. When we contemplate the fcenes 
of nature and reflect on nature's laws, where 
fhall we fet bounds to the tribute of gra- 
titude which is due from us. In life and in 
death ought we to acknowledge the goodncfs 
and loving-kindncfs of God. 

If now we turn to our fituation as reli- 
gious and moral charaders, how greatly in- 
creafed will be our obligation to devote our- 
felves to the good-plcafure of the Lord, Je- 
hovah ; to do his will, to walk in his ways, 
and to keep hia commandments. He hath 
dignified our nature with reafon, and hath 

f(Lt before us a well-authenticated revelation 

of 
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df his mind and will. And, iince the light 
of nature and revelation unite their beams to 
enlighten the mind of man in this our he- 
mi fphere, we are bidden to fuftain a cha- 
racter highly favoured before God, and ad- 
vantageous to ourfelves and to our fellow- 
creatures. 

In proportion to the iniportance of thefe 
advantages, be it our firft concern to, make 
the proper ufe of them. They were de- 
figned to blefs us in time and in eternity 5 
and it will be our fault and our greateft lofs, 
if .we do not make them fubfervient to our 
comfort here, and our happinefs hereafter. 
Let us, therefore, look with the eye of rea- 
fon both on nature and revelation; and in 
the exercife of our beft, unclouded, andun- 
biafled underftanding, follow the didlates of 
honeft hearts in the ways of God's laws, 
and in the works of his commandments. 

His nature may be incompreheniSble and 
pad; finding out to perfection ; but we know 
enough of him to know that he is one, felf- 
exifting, eternal, omnifcient, and omnipo- 
tent Being. We know alfo that his ways 
are fo direiSt, that no one can (without much 

G g 3 pains 
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pains and trouble) wilfully miftake them ; 
and that his moral laws are fo plain^ that we 
need no interpreter to explain them. 

Thefe obfervations are very generally ad- 
mitted as axioms, even by thofe who have 
unhappily difregarded them in pradice. But 
the duties of religion by being flighted and 
trampled upon by the vicious and profane, 
or violated by perfecutors, under pretence of 
doing God fervice, are not lefTened in their 
importance, : nor is the truth of them im- 
peached, or pur obligation to fulfil them 
weakened thereby. Vice indulged will gene- 
rate ini^terate habits which are a fecond na- 
ture ; but acquired habits will never excufe 
one inmioral aftion : and zeal without know- 
ledge, like paflioii without reafon, will carry 
perfecution to the bofoms of our dearefl 
friends. 

Happy are they who improve every op- 
portunity of doing good which is afforded 
them, and cultivate eVery talent committed 
to their care : who dignify their nature by 
fuftaining a character that reflects honour on 
the nobleft work of God, and exemplify 
every chriftian virtue in the perfon of the 
profeflcd difciple of Jefus Chrift. Then, 

and 
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ind then only, is our allegiance (hewn to our 
proper lord and mafter, when wc obey, 
from the heart, the precepts of his God and 
our God. For that allegiance will be nO 
virtue which is not the fruit of convidion, 
and will deferve no reward, if hot perfevered 
in unto the end^ The relation between God 
and man can never be diifolved on the part 
of our heavenly father; our duty, there- 
fore, will remain obligatory upon us in all 
iituations, in all trials, and under all cir-* 
cumflances to the end of our lives. 

Very emphatically does the apoftle Paul 
exclaim, when fpeaking of the gofpel of 
Ghrift, " G the depdi of the riches, both 
*^ of the wiidom and knowledge of God* P* 
Were the queftion aflccd us. How have ye 
ufed thefe true riches which have been com- 
mitted to your truft-f- ? It would be a very 
important circumflance for us, to be able to 
prove ourfdves faithful ilewards • We cannot 
ferve two mafters; we cannot divide our- 
felves between the temporary interefls and 
gratifications of this world, and a faith- 
ful difcharge of the duties of the gofpel, 

G g 4 agreeably 

^ j^om. xi. 33* t Luke xvi* ii« 
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agreeably to the trae and genuine fpirit of its 
law. 

A compliance with the innocent cuftoms 
of the world is one thing; a conformity 
with its follies and vices is another. As 
we fow, fo fhall we reap. If we fow to 
folly, we fhall reap ihame; if we fow to 
vice, we fhall reap forrow and condemna- 
tion. In proportion to the talents given us, 
whether they refpcft the better knowledgeof 
our duty, the extraordinary motives which 
we have in the gofpel to praxftife it, or the 
opportunities of doing good to our fellow- 
creatures in the ordinary concerns of life, 
we fhall be required to render our account 
at the laft. Whichever way we turn our 
eyes, the world is full of the riches of God : 
be it our fpecial care and folicitude to ufe and 
improve, not to abufe or negled them ; to 
promote a more pure and exteniive know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in the gofpel of 
Jefus, and to imprefs mankind with a more 
powerful and commanding love of virtue and 
rational happinefs. 

The invitation in- the gofpel of Chrift to 
repentance and amendment of life, with the 

aflurance 
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affurance of immortal happinefs^ is (in our 
cftimation) no Icfs the work of God thaa 
the vifible creation around us. We con- 
ccive that we fee the charaders. of infinite 
wifdom in its precepts, in its doftrincs, in 
its external evidences, and in the appoint- 
ment of his meflenger JefUs Chrift, as the 
great preacher of righteoufnefs. 
- Becaufe we fee that this gofpel has been and 
continues to be greatly corrupted, both in 
letter and fpirit, and proftituted to many 
unworthy fecular purpofes ; becaufc we fee 
it made the occafion of drawing the fword 
put of the fcabbard, inftead of beating it into a 
plough-ihare, and to countena;ice perfecution 
and. war, inftead of peace on earth and good 
will amongfl; men : becaufe of thefe things^ 
we may fee fome good men fall away from 
their faith in Chrift as a teacher and pro- 
phet appointed by almighty God. But tnefe 
abufes and perverfions of the laft, beft, gift 
of God to man are no impeachment of its 
internal excellence, of the authority from 
which it is, ftated to be derived, or of its 
being calculated, and adapted to advance the 
happinefs of the rational creatures of God. 

In 
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In like manner, we may have frequently 
feen the greateft natural abilities, and the 
fineft underAandings debafed and mifufed in 
counteradting . all the deareft interefls of 
man; we may have feen the fedulous ap- 
plication of much fludy and labour diredtcd 
to work mifchi^; we may have ieen the 
didates of nature difregarded and counter- 
acted; and the manifold bleflings of God va- 
rioufly mifapplied. But thefe are no im« 
peachment of the wifdom or goodnefs of 
God in the liberal difpenfation of them. 
We are ftewards, with whom are depolited 
many important and facred trufts: and, 
being ftewards, we are accountable for our 
faithfulnefs, and anfwerable for every trea- 
fure committed to otir keeping. 

In the difpenfation of the goipdl, we read 
our duty to God and man in plain femis : 
the conditions required of us are not only 
pradticable, but defireable on their own ac- 
count. The yoke which Chrift hath left 
with us is eafy, and his burden is lig^t. 
The difcipline we have to go through in 
the prefent life is the veiy means c( 
promoting and Securing our happinefs in 

that 
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that which is to come. Every pafling fccne 
and event may fit us for the fuccceding 
one; and the varied fucceffion of what we 
vulgarly call the changes and chances of 
this mortal life, may prepare us for the 
finally parting with them, and qualify us 
for the exalted ftation of faithful fervants of 
God in the world to come. 

The various differences of opinion, which 
prevail in the world, need neither to dis- 
turb our tempers, nor impede our journey 
heaven- ward. They are unavoidable while 
we are men i but, however oppofite to each 
other, can never injure us in the eftimation 
of God, when they are the refult of inquiry 
and conviction. So far from being hurtful, 
divcrfity of opinion, like inequality in our 
difi^rent fituations in the world, of rich and 
poor, calls forth into adion the great prin- 
ciple of benevolence, and produces an abun-- 
dance of profitable fruit. Between rich and 
poor, various relative duties fubfift which 
may be difcharged with equal advantage to 
both, and are accompanied by a thoufand re- 
fledtions which may be converted to our 
greateft good. In the fame manner, the ne- 

ceflary 
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ceilaiy exigence of divcrfity of opinions 
fhould teach us that univerfal good-will 
towards our fellow-creatures, which is the 
favourite virtue of the gofpel, and that hu- 
mility and modefly which fhould be (lamped 
on the charadter of the chriflian of each and 
every perfuaiion. 

It is fometimes faid, that the impulfe to 
duty fhould have been irrefiftibk to have 
fecured man's obedience. But, where then 
would have been his title to a recompence 
or reward ? A mere machine performs its 
fundions without refpeil to any praife, ex- 
cept what may be given to the fcientiiic 
head that invented it. fiut man's dignity is 
increafed by his refponfibility, and his reward 
will be proportionate to his deferts. 

The little influence of the laws of the. 
gofpcl upon the bulk of profcfling chriflians 
will afford jufl occafion for very ferious 
concern to a good and benevolent mind : 
and no higher or more exalted objed: can 
any man have, than to projxiote the. caufe of 
true religion and virtue among, his fellow- 
creatures. But the deplorable flate in which 
we may view the public morals, and the 

difregard 
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diffegard and flight we may obferve to be 
caft upon the principles and obligations of 
religion by an untold number of all ranks 
and conditions in life, from the higheft to 
the lowed, by no means attach either blame 
or reproach to the great author of nature 
and governor of the world. Even thofe 
wha objed thefe things anfwer thcmfelves, 
for their very argument pre-fuppofes the 
power of man to chufe the good and refufe 
the evil, by the very ftatement of the fad 
choice which fo many men have made, 
But> in truth; the deity is no more juftly to 
be reproached for the mifcondudl of his 
creatures, than the benevolent man for the 
ufc that may be made of his advice by the 
thoughtlefs, or of his bounty by the needy. 
Known indeed unto God are all things ; but 
were he to aft, in the prefent cafe, upon this 
attribute of omnifcience, and give or with- 
hold his bieiflings, agreeably to the ufe he 
forefaw would be made -of them, we muft 
ceafe to be what we are, and be made cither 
more or lefs thaa man. 

Carry thefe obfervations.to whatever cafe, 
or to whatever extent, you pleaie, the fubjeft 

may 
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may be refolved in the fame manner. The 
queAions fuggeiled by the apoflle Paul will 
recur again and again : ^^ Who art thou that 
<< difputeft with God ? Shall the work fay 
*^ to the workman^ Why didft thou make 
^ me thus ? Hath not then the potter fuch 
** power over the clay, as to make out of 
*^ the fame lump one veffel for honourable 
♦* ufes, and another for difhonourable* ?'* 

To conclude. Whether, therefore, we 
dircQi our eyes to and examine the works 
of nature, or fcrutinize the moral go- 
vernment of God, we {hall have equal reafon 
to fay with the pfalmift, ** O Jehovah! 
«* how manifold are thy works ; in wifdom 
<' had thou made them all : the earth is 
« full of thy riches." 

Under this perfuaiion, nothing can be 
more difgraceful to us than to ftand in- 
different fpedtators of fo inchanting a fcene, 
and be difobedient fubjeds of fo excellent a 
government : for a right and juft knowledge 
of the truth is the ilrongeft obligation to 
duty, and the beft fecurity for our perform- 
ing it ; and the pod of true honour is the 

poll 

• Rom, ix. 20 and 21. Mr. Wakefield's Tranflation. 
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poft of real and adtive ufefulnefs as oppar* 
tunities fhall ofFer^ and occafions (hall de« 
mand* 

On the contrary 9 great will be the claims 
of juftice againft us, if, in the itiidft of 
all this lights which c$innot but penetrate 
the clofeft and darkeft receiTes of the human 
hearty greats I fay, will be the claims 
of j&ftice againfl us^ if we wilfully reiift 
the lights and (hun the diredtions of nature 
engraven on our hearts^ and the evidences 
and fandlions of revelation which are now 
made known unto us. 

Let us then arife^ (hake off all coldnefa 
and indifference, and go forth to the proper 
work of our chriftian calling and charaifler ; 
and, in defpite of every groveling temptation 
the world has to offer, pcrfevere in well- 
doings until the hour cometh when we (hall 
be called to the iilent and peaceful grave. 
But let us take with us, as our companion 
through this earthly pilgrimage^ the no UCs 
beautiful than juft fentiment of PauU and 
infcribe it on our heart wherever we go : let 
us fpeak of it when we fit in the houie, and 
when we walk out, when we lie down^ and 

when 
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when wc rife up. O!" fays the great 
apoftle of the gentiles, ** the deep riches of 
•* wifdom and knowledge, that are in God ! 
** How unfearchable are his determinations, 
*' and his ways not to be traced out ! For 
** who hath known a purpofe of the Lord ? 
** or who hath been his counfcllor ? And 
•* who hath given him firft, fo as to receive 
only a recompence in return? For from 
him, and through him, and unto him, 
are all things. To him be glory for ever* 



€€ 



** Amen*. 
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♦ Rom. ix. 33—36. . Mr. Wakefield's Tranflatioii. 
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